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. cboſe in the preſent. Situation © | 
Affairs: But: as. you have done « me 
our of publickiy 

for my Comviction 


Manners 
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* 5 3 carelully I examine the Grounds ef my Separation, 
tte more 
and Expediency; that tis a Debt I owe to Gon, e. 


1% - and. believed as the Church had 
1 | and in Truth, no Power at — Arbonty 


any of bis Followers ; | has your „ 


. 


5 off, 1 cannot ſay it has wrought in me the Convittion- 


to . — the only Law: giver and King in the Chu — 
| largely expatiate, who are the Be. 


obs oly vi 


bath Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, and 3 


the Cbureh, hath exprefly 


. — . 
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Argument, and all the Ingenuity with which you ſeh 
ou ſeemed to hope. So far, Sir, from this, that the 


. ep Ong - 9 S 


oroughly I am convinced of its Lawfulneſs 


berty, to Truth, AH an Act of Ho e and Allegiance 


I ſhall- not enter upon the 7 71 „on which you 
Livers, Churchmen 

iſſenters ? And amo wwe ger the beſt Mgans 
are found ? ny the World judge be- 
ould to Gop that both of us had greater 
Reaſon to boaſt ! 
The Controverſy. betwixt. us, Sir, apprehend may 
eaſily be brought to a plain and ſport Iſſue, if you will 
heartily join in it. It turns upon the ſingle Point of the 
XXth Article of your Church, viz: THE CHuncif 
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.. x 


in Matters of Faith. For if Tz Cnunch hath really 
Authority and Power, then all ObjeQions of the 

ſenters about Sponſors, the Croſs in Red, radeling 
at the Lord's Supper, and every other Thing, are * 
pertinent and vain':” 'The Church having this Authorit 
ovþhrreverently to be obeyed. And, if inſtead of tw o 
or three Ceremonies, it had enjoiticd- two or three 
Score; and if to the Thirry-nitie Articles it had added 
am Hundred beſides, we ought meekly to have bowed 
down to her ſpiricual Furiſdichon, and co have practiſed 
ht and enjoinesd! 

N Church hath really 
kind; if C — — 

; yea, if Cnnir, che great EA. giver and King 
— ar NO. POWER 


ever be claimed; or ever eren 


But, if on the Contrary, Sir, 4 


of this Rindt hail 


vo | — 7 2 Pn * 1 "A 
1 "24 1 = . * 4 4 


er 


5 AF re 0 PW... 


biel 
Nee then the 9 are j juſtified, — ll have Hos 
nour before Gon, for emering their Proteſt againſt ſuch 


Uſurpation ; for aſſerting the Rights and'Privileges' of - 


the Chriſtian Church; and ſanding Foſe in de $ - 
wherewith Cnnisr bas made them free. 1 


Our W jy N from the Eſtabliſhment you 0 


to repreſent in very terrifying and black Colours, as 4 
Sin of near the firſt Magñitude ·· Our Miniſters, 


“ you ſay, have Guilt ins: heavily upon them on Ac- 9 
& count of their ſchiſmarical and uncatholick Proceeds _ 


6 -ings.---- They are notoriouſly peccant ( i. e. are great 


6 Sinners) in throwing off the Authority of thoſe 
« whom they ought to obey and ſubmit themſelves 
< to, ---- Their Conduct is ſuch as you challenge all the _ 
« Wit and Ingenuity of the Nation ever to reconcile | 
« with boly Living Lou repreſent them as carnal, 


« evil, and deceitful Workers, diſorderly Walkers, 


| <6 whom Gon will, undoubtedly, for theſe Things bring 
6 into Judgment“; and the Faithful, far from being 


« permitted to enter into any paſtoral Relation to'them, 


< are not permitted to have any Chriſtian Communion. 


« with them; no, not ſo much as any intimate unneceſt 


e fary'Acq uaintance and Familiarity with them in com- 3 
man Lief; ' with much more to the ſame Purpoſe. 


Vou ſpeak alſo of the Lay- diſſenter, as having 
66 ſtained his Soul with Guil T; and of the Doctrin 


4 40 ngerous F. This you wiſh. onda 
* e ſeriouſly to conſider-. 


T1. have, 8 to your Wiſh, Sir, lain it to 8 3 
and ſeriouſly confidered. The Reſult of my Cohſidera-¾ 
tion Lſhall now freely give you; and in apo hearaly RK 
wiſh, that laying aſide all Prejudice and worldly: Attachs 
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in the Church; who will ſhortly: call "you to Accu t 


_of England; for the Church of England expreſly clainis 
in this Exerciſe and Claim: Yea, this is the very 


on which its whole Frame and Hierarch ſtarids,” It 
obliges all its Miniſters to ſubſcribe to Articles of Faith, | 


this Claim. If the Church of England hath really this 


Prerogative of this kind, then the Church of a 8 and 
the Church of Rome have alſo, yon acknowledge, Powzg 
80 decree Rites and Ceremonies in God's Worſbip, and Au- 


whieh cannot be proved to be contrary to the” Word 


| 78 
mente, you * imp 1 4 = APN What in ths 


true Natute and Conftiurten of the - Chriſtian Churthz 


and what the Allegiance, which, as a Subject of Ixsvs 
Cuntsr, you owe to Hm the only Law-giver and Kin 


for your Conduct in this Refpett.” eee 
*- To come then to the Point Taz CHURCH you! y 


, and ſolemnly ſubſcribe it, hath Power to decree Rites; and 


Aurbority in Matters of Ruth. This is the grand Hinge 
upon which the whole Controverly' tarnb. Now dere, 


Sir, let me ask you, 


'FirxsT, hat Cnunch is it; to whom this Authority | 
and Power is given? You will, doubtleſs, ſay, the Churcl 


and exerciſes this Power; and you avow and "defend fi 
Ba 


2 72 it hath aut horitativeiy decreed; and to uſe in T6- 
ligious Worſhip Ceremonies and Rites, which it hath 


e ere, enjoyneqd. 
But mind, Sir, I beſeech you, che Conſequetices of 
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t 
Authority and Power, hath not the Church of France { 
the Church of Spain ---- the Church of Rome, the very 
( 
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fame ? Hath England, in this Matter, any Privile 


from God, any fpiricual Prerogative, any Character from 
Heaven; which its neighbour Countries have not? Von 


not 


will not pretend it has. But if it has no Pri vil 


THORITY: in Points of Faith ; conſequently; all the N 
peries and Superſtitions of the Romiſb Church, at leaſt; 


of Go, are to be reverently ſubmitted to by all the 
3 * and — received * 


- -» 


But vil not * due Power lor he Chux A. 
abſolutely. overthrow the Reformation itſelf, and ſubvare 
the; very Foundation.of the Church youiſeek to eſtabliſh? © 


For till you can ſhew, hy the: Cb , 
poſſeſſed of this: Power, but not the Church of Nane 5 9 
hy a Body of acknowledged: e Men in in N, 
have Atoricf 00 wake. and if ; 

at Trent whence ExchanD ta 


4nd 1 — — — Its. n 


bah \expreſly. ee roger Houſe of the.” 
Power it cl wy at V addipg in the XX; Article . Ui, - 4 
, Word ron Ns io that * 8 | 


tus: 
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alſo 10, 47 . hr 
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il Power; 


<q: 


e 

i 

5 Chriſt eri 

4 | others Thiogs which are no nee 

8 ford. * in Baptifm in 

deer e naw amn/ecrares Ctound, 
Fl; . 
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er Nene 


3 _ TM FOR . 
12 mental Bread; holy Bafin and 
4 91 vaſt in before the Sacrament, 'boly Nuſtmenty an 
Nobo and a great Variety of holy · Otenſilt, hgbred Tupers 
for che Altar, 6c: (All ST ou know, Sir, was done 
admired $5 Tmvcking on the Breaſt, 
wing Sands de e Prof Proſtration before the Altar 
A chete, Lay; and innumerable other Ceremonies your Wl 
 Churchiclaims Authority and Power: to enjoin; for none 
. theſe- can be ſhewn to be mare tonmrary to the Wore fi + 
it % 2 to be a whit more ſuperſtitious, ridiculous, 
„ er abſurd, thap the croſſing at Baptiſm ori the JO 
* a of Churches and their Vardz : "Bite 91 
2 200). Tbe Limitation+ or Guard,: which the ardels 
to put upon th Power of che Churek, is really 
% Force, nd amounts to nothing a . 
e ir ye That the Church ma f vii WM. - 
any, Thing CONTRARY: to See Ward, nur ſe e- 
e ut bo h ANU GNA % . 
Vet of tts Nepugnante und Contraiety, the 
men abt, {you will obferve, and not every private 
e be the proper Judge: For elſe the 
dels is ab ſurd g it actually overtbfows itſelf g d and 
a e With dne Hand, What it gives With the 
Siber For, I every: ptivar# Perſon hath Authority to 
_ 1 und to veject dern, i 
2 eee Scripture : then dhe 
Audbority in Points ef Faith comes to jaſt noth 8 
8 2 Authority to decree, where none are boun 
ll. 33 } chat is, an „ 
„edo nothing. But ſach a ſohſeleſd, unme TID 
Gaim, can never be the'Deſi Iniport 
icle, Tv Hos claim therefore. Fer Ust 
me * — Cone fettle: eee Son 
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Thos bor chere cannot yy tw) eee ee 5 
a Right in Governors to preſcribe@and a, Right: in 180 .' 3 
jects to refuſe.— But if bo Church of Engia FM 
this Authority and Right, the Church of... ome ba 
before ber; and, as the elder and Mathers church, ought. - 
to have been obeyed. The Reformation, therefore ss 
we are wont to call it, was a Rebellion againſt Superiors. - 5 | 
Aa Diſobedience ta the Authority veſte in tbe, Ce, 
and ought, as. 975 as be renopnced, by Tecurping W hes” 
the Fog of Rome. wires ee on ; 
In this Manner, Sir, 4 Romi Prieſt: will turn Un 
the Church of England its ain une Arcillery M 
by the mere Conceſſions of this Sande thouſands s- 
of Profelytes have, no doubt, b ned from 
Nor, with. all your Ingenuity, 10 ic. 
to ward off the Force of ſuch Arguing, ſhould, Ny 
your Pariſhioners. be likely to be ſedueed. And.thiss:- © 
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the Reaſon why the numerous 
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©" You need not be informed, Sir, that all the Clergy of 
this Kingdom, with all the Biſhops at their Head, have 
not the leaft Authority to enjoin one Ceremony or Rite 
of Worſhip; or to either eſtabliſÞ or annul one Article 
of Faith, No, but all Power and Juriſdiftion relating 

to theſe Matters is ws th 'chiefly in Lay-hands ; tis 
ſolely in the Kino and-ParLrament, and the Clergy are 
to act in all Things under their Direction and Controul. 
The King and Parliament are in Truth che real Fathers, 
Governors, or Hiſtopr of this Church: Theſe oxnLy have 
Fower to make or to unmake Forms and Rites of Wor- 


mmip, and do authoritativehy inftruft and preferibe to the 


Clergy what they are to believe. ---- in what Manner, 
and to whom the Sacraments are to be given - what 
Frayers they are to offer up +--- what Doctrine to 
Preach ---- who are to be admitted to the Epiſcopate or 

Prieſthood, and who to be refuſed . by what Cerema- 


- and confecrated to their Office 4: Theſe, with every 
other Circumſtance relating to Religion and the Wor- 
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d in your Church, you kbow, Sir, not the Bj 
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3 WS. EY 
and Cy, „bot the Kine ne bis Paris ard "ths 
onLY Perſons who have 3 enjoined and pte 
ſcribed them,” r 

« 'The Clergy | of the whole Land, in C6nvocation af. 

« ſembled, 100 ſo much as attempt any Canons or Con- 
4 ſtitutions without the King's Licence. EK the King and 
« Clergy make a Canon, tho” it "binds the Glergy 
oF &* ecclefiaſtice, yet it does not bind Laymen 1 eee 

Vea, ſo far, Sir, were the Bilhops : and Cog from avin 

any Hand in the firſt forming our preſent eſtabliſh 
Church, or in orderipg its Rites and Articles of Faith, = 
it was done not only without, but in aA Oppoſition to 
them: For in the 1ſt of 2 Eliz. the. Parliament alone 
775 * eſtabliſhed the Queen's Supremacy a and. the. 

prayer · book, in qi of all Oppoſition from the Biſhops 
& in the Houſe of Lords; and tbe Convocation then 


my 


« ſitting, . were ſo far from having any Hand in thoſe 
« Church. acts for Reformation, that they preſented to 


& the Parliament ſeveral Propoſitions in Behalf of the 
4 Tenets of Popery, directly contrary to the nee 
te of the Parliament. 

Hence then, Sir, I think you muſt be abſolutely faced. 
to own (what I know Gentlemen of your Robe don't 
care to hear) viz. That the Church of ors is really: a 
PARLIAMENTARY Church chat! it is not proper yans 


— 


-” 


ir nn r 
'$ Vide Examination of the Codex, &c <P 511 2 By the 
« 25th of Hen. VIII. Cap. 19. it 15 8 e ith: Convocation | 
61 755 meet without the King? 1 2 3 Aud außen they art met, to do a 
&« thing without the King's Licence : And then no Refolitian of thtirs 7 
« have the Forceof a: — unleſs the King confirm it. Nor is it tben 
&« walid, if it be contrarient or repugnant to the Laws, Statutes, and C 
„ fomi of this Realm, or be to the Damage or Hurt of the King s Prera-. 
« gative royal ---- And of this the Courts of Weſtminſter. al muff 
t judge . Hale, in his Analyfis (Page 12.) ſays, If ectlefraſtical 
"are not confirmed by Parliament, the King may revoke and aẽlt ow 
at bis Will and Pleaſure.” ---- Vide Notes on an EY the W HN 
n "of the 1 er F London's Codex. 
ide 
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put a mere Creature of 55 N 
_ ©  - Upon. the As and Authority f PaRLIamenT for its very 
Effenc@andFrame. The Oualifications of its Miniſters, 
their Power to officiate, .the Manner in which they are 
to adminiſter. the Sacraments, are all limited and pre. 
ſcribed by Authority of Parliament, and this Authority, 
- which at firſt made, can alone alter and ne make it.; 
can aboliſh, or add to its Articles or Rites, according 
to its, Pleaſure, even tho' the whole Body of Biſbopt 
and 4 ever ſo mueh diſlike, or proteſt earneſtly 

gainſt it. o 

ie is a Point therefore inconteſtible, and abſolutely out 

of Doubt, that THe CHuncn, your Article declares to 
have this Authority and Power here, is the KN and 
PARLIAMENT of theſe Realms; and it is no other than 
they. Bat, 12 1 ANA $4404 255 a REN 14 
Tump. The grand Point which yet ſticks, and 
which, without your Aſſiſtance, I ſhall never get over, 

is, how came the civil Magiſtrate by this Authority in 
the Church of CnxIsr? Who gave him this Power to 

_ decree Rites in Chriſtian Worſhip, which Chriſt. never 
decreed; and to make Articles of Faith which Chriſt 
never made? Neither CykisT, nor the Apoſtles, ever 
gave him this Authority; whence then is it derived? 
The Subjection to bigher Powers, and Obedience to Ma. 
giſtrates, which the Scriptures enjoin Chriſtians, relates 


vious Reaſon'; that the Maſtigrate at that Time was 
every where Pagan. The. Apoſtles therefore inſtead of 
paying, or exhorting Chriſtians to pay, any Subjection 
to him in religious Affairs, ſtrenuouſly exhorted them 
do renounge and diſavow it---- to come out from among 
tl hem, and de ſeparate. They were every where, you 
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know, Sir, Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed Cburcb. 
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only to civil, not at all to religious Matters: For this ob- 


nsr is ſo far from enjoining, that it actually 


. ee ere rere MMC, Mx 
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the Parents, neceſſary to 4 


ASS 8.8 FAN 


474. 
Farth — 12 to acknowledge. ue 
thority or Juriſdiction of any in Matters of R 


but to remember that Ons, one only ir cf Master at 1 


Law-giver, even CHRIS! ; and all Chriſtians art 


Brethren; 
ju e. ſtand upon an equal. Foot, having no Dominion 


over one adother. Tho“ 2b Princes of the Gentiles: 


exerciſe Dominion over them, and they who are Great er- 


wie pris them, yet it {ball not, our Lonn ſays, 
Nay, but your” Churrh replies, in 


a . 
thi 45 40 —— it ſball be ſo among ſt u. . Tliere 
| are ſome who, — * Aurh ority: over others in Matters of 
Faith --- There ate otber - Maſters beſides Cnkzs73'\Dhus 


the Article and the Scripture manifeſtly claſh: Will vou 


be ſo good, Sir, as to adjuſt che Comroverfy bead - 


and tell me which Lam to follow. 
Nn on anna's Kingdom, a Kingdon not of 


W . voluntary Humiliation and Suffer: | 


ing of e'is advanced. to the high Honour e 


being ar Law. giver, Judge and 80 8 in religious 
Matters a dh only hath; Aut gta I 9725 Terms 
rs or hureb, - SO Fi 


of Communion for: his; Followe: 
'erms. which He hath fx d, no Man upon E 


Body of Mep, have Autheriey to ſet ali ide, 75 


new make. And if any Man upon Earth all; re me 
to alter, of new. age: Terms f Comm in 17 Bi 
Church; they are-gnilty of great . 9 5 5 * 


vade his Authorityand T Kane. But this, e appr 
hend, is What you have done. Vou Wil Wl 7 22 


ceive. a Perſon to publick, Baptiſm. or x's-Supper 


upon the Terms on which RA e Apoſtles. would, - 


have received him. Neither Canisr. be bis Ap — 
ever made the Sign of the OG, or Aber Sup be 

Mildes 8 pLiſm'; 33 
they ever make kneeling a neceſſary. Term 
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— Child's Baptiſm; nor nnn eee ab pc many ee Dy 


[ f6:] 
. Thus you [942M upon W 
2 Church of CnR ler, to change and ſet aide bt Laws 
and make others in their Ro ꝛw. 
No give me leave to aſſi you, Sir by hat Authority 
do you preſume to reject thoſe from o Chureh, hom 
in your Conſcience you believe- Cu ir and 
would have received into theirs? Are reer thy 
Or ie your Church better framed, and more thaw 
theirs? It an — and ſibcere Chriſtian how briogs 


his 
33 publickly baptized, deſiring it may be 
ae the Sign 


— ths Croſs, and that himſelf may 

— forth a8 Surety for! its Education ; would you dere 

fuſe him? Or if he deſired to be adinitted to the Com. 

munion of Chriſtiaps, in the other Säctament of the 

Supper, but that he might not take it Meli 7 We ould 
you ndt rie him? But if the 5 Bad 

— Cukisr or the Apoſtles," offering himſe lf. and e 

upon the fame Terins, would they not have verejved him 

But how it, Sir, that 50% take upoß du . fron 

Onions Firhily and Chorch, thoſe "whom "jou belle ve 

Hiwsttr would have *eceive2? Is not this Drip it 02 

Gvb's' tag and 15 Enn 1878 17 7 e 

nor 8 ir ſelyes up fo Law Mater 5 And Ds in - 

his' LO, chimin Homkg re from bis Subjects ? 4 

And ate Hor his "Faithful ubjecs,” 55 "the Allegi ance they, 
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2 e to i Browte 4 agant den Utar: 


ation, and ro and faſt In the Liber 9670 Cukist 
„ 1 Lhry ns Co 

ber, then, I % ge aa to > Jour 17 er, Judg⸗ 
ment, des the Guilt of Schifm lie Upon ,y0u or upon 
4 U us, who offer gur ſelves.0 ; Cop 0ntmunion in 19% 
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125 —— 
D ith Canon AED the Miner 2 i 7,9 
Sun ine the Genes to any; But to ſuch as Rnetl. The XXIX 

Caen requires, that b Tata hal be utged to be preſent at hid 
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As 


ay tu do:everyoThing:whi has F 3 
upon you who'ab Mlutel Niels ory unleſe, beſides 
hat Cunisr hath order d, we will ſubmit ; 


Onders and Devices of your o ? We come as the 
Lord's Servants, and deſire to eat at the Lordi. f, 
with revetent Submiſſion to all bis A . 
Nay but, ſay you, you, ſhall-not;come to the Tanis 1 
Table, unleſs, you. will Knee; is e. unleſs you will come 
ia that Paſture, which tho Cnnier in. bis Wiſdom dic 
not chink proper, yet; which wWE in gur Wiſdom have 
thought proper to ordain. In other Words, unleſs.bee* = 
ſidgs' being: Cuniar's Servants,: you will alſo be 9 1 
and pay Subjection to our We and Aut 
thi religious RI... 
T bis, Sir, is the true, State at :the ae er 
twixt us: Judge now, I pray you, with the Impartialitx 
of a Chriſtian, ubo makes the Schiſm, and ma has reaſon 
to fear heing brought into Judgment,” by the great Laa 
iver of the Church, for the unhappy Breach which! 
ubſiſts. Let a great Prelatæ who at preſent adm 
ane of the higheſt Stations of your Church be heard as 
Fudge betwixt us. In all — Societies, the expreſs! 
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2 


in Wil of the Founder, and the Terms of Fellowſhip 
© WM © and. Communion which he has laid down, are ace. 
; counted ſacred, In all other\Kingdoms che M 
« the ſupreme Homer is a Law. No one pretends;: dr 


4 dares, pretend, to make Laws df. 8 Force wick 
ce his. How hard then is the Fate of the Cbriſtian 
<<+Church, or of the Kingdom of Cunisr, when bir Will F 
dis declared igſaſſicient, and the invented Wards: and! 2 
* Necifions' of; his: Subjects are made co · ordinate wFPDaaa 
<.his-own, equally excluſive of others of BOTH 3 
<4 from the Communion of their Fellow - Sub Ne 55 
4, how, hard is the Fate of hoſe Believers in H Weõnn 
* deſire. Communion upon the. Terms: Gon »bas-prefandts, 
She excludeff by 16 a: * 4 8 4 
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upon them for li N 


is the Cburch, to be reduced hy 


* of Men, 
13 — — 


Dany ſuch Methods within more narrow Bounde thats 


Fx and univerſally . amongſt as, as Anedling is amongſt 


* 4 | > une * p 2. : 
* = 


it 4 7. * 


1 himſelf bas confined 
But: you are in Readinefs to neter, and with . 
Aſrance tell me, That the - Avoidance: of Kneeling' 
6<infa/ked upon-by aur Miniſters, is not leſs an-Impoſition 
than your enjoining it. - That we do really impoſe 
the Obſervance of one particular Geſture upon our 
Communicants. - That ſitting is the regular, unva⸗ 
F ried Practice of our Churches; obſerved as conſtant 


vou, - never allowed to be departed from; which 
out. Miniſters require, inſiſt upon; and refuſe to abate.. 
And you ask me If one ſhould preſent himſelf to 
ec take the Sacrament ſtanding, or offer to take it on 
«© his Knees, whether I don't think he would undergo 
4 ſome ſevere Expoſtulations, and be plainly told; we 
had no ſucb Cuſtom, nor the Churches of Gon, and. it 
would not be given him at all f.“ ; 
I believe the World will be ſurprized, Sir, and thes 
an in :Bluſb will cover your own Face, when you 
ind that this Account of us is abſolutely without Truth, 
and quite contrary to Fact. I have ſpent my whole 
Life ſt the Diſſenters, and am acquainted with a 
great Number of their Churches and Miniſters; but 
never once, till now, Heard that Srrro at the Lord 3. 
Table was ever inſiſted on as a Term of Communion 
With chem; or that it is their unvaried and univerſal 
Fractice. The contrary. to this, I know to be Truth. 
In the Church to which I myſelf belong, there is a 
Perſon who for many Years has eonſtantly received 
without the leaſt Offence to the Congrega· 
| po ere —— — 4. ——— — 
8 MWincbeſters Poltſcript 15 his Auſwer to 
Dr. Hes Sermon, page 284. | 
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Sagar! avy — from-the M boe (ge. 
Account. In ſome of our Churches, I um Wer ins. - , 
farmed, there are ſome who receive Standing, ese 4 
Kneeling: In this every one amonglt us is ITY 9 
at his Liberty. Thoꝭ the Poſture of Sitting be-generally - 

thought by us maſt ſuitable to the Commemoratine-Syjipis | 

of dur Lon; inſtituted inſtead of the Paſchal ſchal-Supper"of 
the Fews ; and moſt agreeable. to thePrattice of Curr 
and hie Apoſtles, who, without. all perad venture, 2 
around the Table; yet in this we are all left to follow 
freely our own Perſuaſion.. Nor is there, I believe 
amongſt our Miniſters one in five hundred, 2 
reals to give the Sacrament either Standing or Turgi 
to any one who thought either of theſe the delt Reus 
of receiving. Our Liberty as to this Matter you might 
2 ſeen in Baxter's reform d Liturgy 3 Where it is 
expreſly ſaid, And let none of tbr P rept e 
66e to ſit, ſtand ar kneel in the 48 of reconing, wie / 4 

ment is againſt it.. And in Dr. Calamy's brief Ave 
count, Be. which you appear: to have read 1 
* Communicants amongſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, ars ar 
sc BERT to uſe THEIR OWN POSTURE: in the Time of 
c ceiving; th a Table Geſture is moſt common ij 
Thus, Sir, Ichaue at large conſidered your Charge f 
e, upon ihe Diſſenters; and hope by this tine 
begin to think more favourably: of us; and 40 1 
our Principles as truly catholic-and generous; ry | 
Broad · Bottom on which the Peace of the Church can b 
ſolidly fixed; and that the Guilt of the Separation lips? 
wholly on your: Church, which inſiſts upon UN 
and UNSCRIPTURAL Terms of communicating with it. 
But I hope to finiſn your Conviction, -Six, and to 
wipe off evexy Speck of the Faint of Schiſin from 
Dive by calling to your Remembrance yeur oon 
excellent Definition of the . catholic or chriſtian —.— 


adn Gwencce oweUCo ——— — 2—— . 
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—— EPA you on it. . The ratbolic Church, 
F you ſay *, 257 one out ward and viſible Society Drvinazy 
| « inſtituted; the moſt admirable and glorious Society under 


3 . Heaven.” - Mind, Sir, your on Words; and it 


would ſoon end the Debate: - If it be a Society Drvinety 
e then whatever Saciet * is not of Divine, but 
meerly buman Inſtitution, 

Chriſt. If it be a Society ice inſtituted, then the 

"Terms of Admiſſion into this Sockity; and the Qualifica 
tion of its Members are divinely fix d, i. e. fixed b 
the Will and Authority of God : Whatever viſt 
Society then hath its Toms of Admiſſion and the —.— 

Acations of its Members nor divinely fir d, fix d onſy by 


the Will and Authority of Men, cannot be the en 


carbolis and chriſtian Church. 
Now here ſhall I intreat you, Sir, with the Imparti- 


Vill God in view, to ſtop a Moment and compare 
the Coxs rrrurion of the Church of England, and the 
INSTITUTION of the Church of Cbriſt, 254 ſee if ney 
re not Societies of a quite different Frame; the one 
„the other a divine Inititution; the one an 
entirely on the Authority and Will of on, a 0 
pon the Will and, Authority of GOD. 


> Church of Chriſt, where muſt you lool for it? only 
# the Bible f. But if you enquire after the Conſtitu- 


you look for that? in the Statute-book, in the Canons, 


5 Founded upon the Scriptures, as the only;authentic Ruls 
5 Ho its Doctrines and Worſhip; the Church of ENGLAND 


4 —— — tact ewe — a ohnm evooUcoocosos ined. < 


Letter I. pag. 73 + The Bible 2 is the Ret 
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s not the Church of 


ality of a Chriſtian, who has nothing but Truth and the 


If you enquire after the Conſtitution anc; Pains & 


tion and Frame of the Church of England, where muſt 
and kme nen beg and! in the Codes of The Enghiſh- 
© The Church of Cutier is a igt Eſtabliſhment, 


Ma A is & 
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r 
zs a civil Eſtabliſiment, founded "OI: nun 
mont, as the only authentic Rule of whar 4s to de 
pelie ved and practiſed therein. The one «ſpiritual 
Structure, built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtſes and 
Prophets, Jesus CHRIST himſelf being the chief Cornet. = 
ſtone: The other a political Struſture, built upon ts 
Foundation of the Lords and Commons of the Rex 
£112 SOON — 


THE ee N ntnaye Head, I the chief Corne 
Into the Churchof Chriſt ay perſon may be admitted, 
who ſubmits to the Terms appointed: by Chriſt: But, 
into · the Church of England, he cannot be admitted „en 
cept over and We theſe, he ſabmits alſo to Terms | 
which human Authority bath inſtituted and'deviſeqi vw {| 
In Chriſt's Churob the Lord 's-ſupper is appointed and = 
uſed o for ſpiritual and religious Eads; but, i tñe 
Church of England, it is notoriouſly both inſtituted and 
uſed for political. and worldly Ends, to qualify for à 
Poſt. In the former twas appointed wich Intention, 
and as @ mean of uniting all Chriſtians; and offdeſtfoy- 
ing all Varianeeand-DiſtinRionwberwixe them. In the 
latter tis appointed with Intention, and 86 4 hem | 
diſcriminating and dividing Chriſtians and of making . i 
Diſtinction betwixt one and another. „ 20A” 
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df In the "Church, no openty. Sela un: 'or 

y ſeandalouſly wicked Perſon has a Right to come to te 
. Table of the Lord, or to partake of its Proviſions s 
ſt but in the Church of England, if ſuch a Perſon has à Com. 

6, — from the King in the Army or the Fleet, er 

5 profitable Poſt, this gives him a Right to cone t 


4 Communion- Table, a Right to ed the'holy 
Elements at the Priaft's” Hande, a8 ualificarion for 


8 his Poſt. yall \ 889 4 WNT 11. F e + $3211 H 41 211 A 
»In the feripnural Cureh of Chriſt; there are no ſueh Of· 
2. | ficers ever heard of as Anchbiſt MY Deans, Attbdracins, = 
* Canon; Chuncelloſs, &c . . But there is ano. 


Prebendaries;. 
4 Church,” you-know;'Sir; where ee are "Officers 'of 
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> Juchas F cowſhip i in Prayer, Singing, Saeraments, &c. 


* 0 ; | . Lord Je Cbriſt, and the: ela Angels p46 be 
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f 22 
| Seat 22 Imp = Ranke. a 
' whence came this pompous: Trains From the 
* wap at Jeruſalem, or ſrom che wamupred Source at 
Rome. "7 Sa Te EOS 29127", YT 
x The Church of Chrift never excommunicates, nor pre- 
gende to exereiſe its Diſcipline upon any but its on 
Members; For ubat have I to do, the Apoſtle fays; uh 
Judge them that are without? But the Church of England 
Extends its eccleſiaſtical Authority over thoſe who neuey 
to it; and by a very extradrdinary Act of Pow. 
er, ercommunicatos ſuch as never were af its Communiong 
that js, it caſts ſuch imm, who never were in it. In 
common Life ſuch a+ Thing would be reckoned mar- 
vellons indeed. Should I ſolemnly threaten, ſyea actu- 
ally proceed to caſt a Perſon ont of my Houſe, 
who never was in it, I-ſhould work as great a Miracle 
as was ever wrought in the Church ef Rome: But Mi- 
raeles of — kind, Sir, Yaur Church, _ know ogy 
| $ Works. 
Again 5 the Rod with ich the Church of Chrig 
 chaſtiſes its Delinquents is ſpiritual, not carna; but 
The Rod of the Church of England is carnal, not ſpiritual, 
By che Conſtitution of the former, the excommunicated 
Member is only to be deprived of. Hpiritual Privileges, 


* 
. 


u ſor his civil Property and Nights, it meddles not 
with theſe ; - for CurtsT's Kingdom, is not of this. World; 


cated Member is delivered over to the civih Arm, to 
humble and chaſtiſe him; he is diſabled from aſſerting 
his natural Rights, from being. a Witneſs; from bring» 
ng Actions at 3 and. if he does not ſubmit in feriy 
Bb a Writ ſhall iſſue forth to impriſon bim.— 
An the Cburch of eus Chriſt, thoſe who are entruſted 
eceleſiaſtical Diſeipline are ſolemmly charged before 
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bat by the Conſtitution! of the latter, the exeommuni 
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again 7 —— Von remember, Sir, the Heathen Satyrifts; +I 


And you. "know what was ſaid, upon alike Occaſton, hy 


WS: © 4 nothing" ky: WiN © © 
and not to prefer one before another. + ;-. Neither 7 Ge 1 
Ring nor the gay Cloathing +, .nor-pecuniary Gifts, are to. 
have any Influence upon their ec Pr * 
but the Poor are to receive the ſame Meaſure with the: 
Rich. But is it thus, Sir, in the Church of 2 
May not ta grievons Sinner, according to her Conſtitu· 
tion, be ſuffered to commute ? to have Pardon for 
Money, and to skreen himſelf by a round Fee fromithe 
Stroke -*) the Church's Rod? — when he is going 
to be delivered, or actually ĩs delivered, into the Hands 
of the Devil, and — him; in his Keeping, will 

not an handſome Sum preſently: pluek: him thence, and 
reſtore him to the Church's ſoft and indulgent. Boſom: 


—————————— . At vos: > # 145 . 21 | 
Dit Pon e Sacris quid facit Jurum.s 1 0 65 
4100 1 Perſius Sat. II., 


a much greater than he »--- Thy Money periſh with tb 
becauſe: thau haſt: thought that the Gife ＋ God (Pardon 
and Abſolution) may be purchaſed with Mot, Keg 
neither Part nor Lot in this Matter. „ 
Some of the moſt ſacred Acts of irie juriſdie- "on 
tion, its ſolemn Cenſures and Excommunications, are £x-: | 
erciſed in the Church of England by uncon ſecrated and 
meer Laymen. Theſe hold ho X. ng open or ſhut, caſt 
out or admit to it, according to their ſole Pleaſure. 
The Chancellors, Officials, Surrog 


ates . who adminiſter. . 7 
the Juriſdiction of ſpiritual Courts, and determine | 
moſt important ſpiritual Matters, ſuch as delivering Men - 
to the Devil, &c. frequently are, and by expreſs. Pro- 
vifion of Law, always may be And truly, 
Sir, 1 greatly pity -you- Gentlemen of this Clergy, that 
ſome of of the moſt tremendous and ſolemn Parts of your 
rr SH 
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theſe Lay-per 


_civil-Digni 
and Riches of this World to its Support and Defence; 


pline againſt ſcandalous Partons, the eſtabliſhing the Goverament of 


no become the moſt {corned and deſpiſed. W KAuſerm. oriage 


ever ll lim that the Form of God's Worſhip contained in be 


ret 


ri Office, ſach'as' an ev? id So 
you are forced to perform, not according to, but ſome 


times, perhaps, directly againſt your 'own” Judgments 


as yo 


are authoritatively directed and commanded b by: 
ons. © NYE RA: 7771.9 
Forced, 1 5 to do it, norwirhſtandivg: what you aid 
about your own Concurrence; for if you refuſe to concur 
you are immediately liable to Suſpenſiow ab officio, & 
beneficio 3' and if you continue nn to RANGES 
municated your--ownſelves t. e / 
The Church of Jxsus Curr never — irs Pi 
(it ſcorneu to owe its Propagation and Support ) to the 
'owers, Freferments and Riches of this World; was 
its Glory, that it made its Way, and was eſtabliſhed upon 
Earth, not only without, but in direct Oppoſition to them: 
It commands its Miniſters not to STRIVE, but to be gentle 
to all Men; in Meekneſs, inſtructing thoſe wo gainſay - 
(2 Tim. ii. 24, 25.) But the Church of England, con- 
ſcious of its Weakneſs; props itſelf on every Side wit 
ities and Emoluments ; - calls in the Powers 


intrenches itſelf deep under Shelter of penal Laws, and 
from thence thunders out its Excommunications, and 
Threats of Fines, and Impriſonments,: upon any who 
ſhall dare to write or ſpeak any thing derogatory to 
its Ceremonies and Forms of ee al or Its vg 
— ren Bas wink $65 i alot There 
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by There i is one Thing, won Biſhop B — yet wa ad to ciated 
the Reformation of the Church; which is to reſtore primitive Diſcs 


the Charch in Ecclefgaſiical Hundt, and taking it out of Lay- Hand, 
which bave ſo long prophaned it; and have expoſed the Authorit of 
the Church and the Cenſures of it; chiefly / Excompmunication, to che 
Contempt of the Nation; ſo that 'the dreadfulleſt of all Cenſures, is 


Pag. 367. a 
* The IV. v. VIth Canons ſolemnly denounce - Ti whoſg-· 
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revolved, but could never poſſibly get over; it ſeems to 
hang as à dead and i inſ; Vuperable Weight upon the F. rame of 
your Church 37 K. Jon. can handſomely remove it, you.. 
will merit Lambeth or a Reward. 


ferent. Conſtitution, , as they have 1100 different He an! 
ar FounTaiws. of . Power, whence all Authority, Turf. 
2 and Miniſtrations in the 20 Churches Te Ju: 
In the Church of Fe/us Chriff, n1msELF is ſupreme , 
Ws the only Law. -giver and e To us there it. 
but one Lord*. One: is your Maſter, even CurisT T. 
Gave bim to Be. Had over all Things to the Church . 
AlL Powe is given to ME, in Heaven, and in Earib, gar 
ye therefore teach all Nations d. CHRIST is the ONLY. 
Fountain of Influence, Juriſdictiop, and Power. in t 
* h, by Commiſſion from whom alone all its OM 
4 * 
. *Bub in the Chuch of Ben 80 well knaw ie 


. 
1 * 
* 


an S exerciſe. all Manner of Ecclefiafical Juriſdiction, and 
& Archbiſbops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other Eceleſiaſ- 


* tical, n w_ and: aer che Wann 's ee who. hath | 
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<'Gop--:- or that any of the XXXIX Articles are in any Part erro- 


him be Eco u AED % fa2e, and not be reſtored 
* An publickly reyoke his wicked Errors.” 


«the, /econd Offerice ſhall be x inp during bis Life.” 
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Bar or Queen is Sur REH Heap, i veſted with all Power: . 


© Common reger, bath any Thin in it repugnant to o the Word 7 n 


1 neous, or ſuch as may not with a good Conſcience be bored anal be 8 


the Ad of Unifermity, it is enacted 4 That ifs any ; bas Y 
„all a or ſpeak any Thing in the Detogation or depraving af 
© the — boy dliaihi ſhall, for the. i Offence, ſuffer Im 
* priſonmenit one whole Year, without Bail or 8 1 aud fox i 


There is one Difficulty more, Sr, which 1 having. ; 


The Church of Eng land and the Church of Chrift ſeem "I 
to be uo Societies, absolutely diſtin, and of a quite aif- i 


ct tical Nene have o Manner of Juriſdiction eccleſiaſo 


1 Ds I Cor. viii. 6. 5 Matt. xxiii. 8 1 Ephet 25 22. | = 9 Mace; 1 b 


| : . . Eo 26 bf . Ros. 
r Tull Power and Ps to hear and determine all, 
«Manner of Cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and to reform, and 
correct all Vice, Sin, Errors, Hereſies, Enormities, 
«© Abuſes whatſoever, : which by any. Manner of ſpi- 
6. ritual Authority or Juriſdiction ought, or may 
«be lawfully reformed *.,”---- 


i 

1 

| 

| 

| 
At the firſt Eſtabliſhment of this Church under Hen. | 
VIII. and Edw. VI. all the Biſbops took out Commiſ- 
ſions from the Crown, for the exerciſing of their ſpi- 
ritual Furiſdiction in theſe Kingdoms, during the King's 
- Pleaſure only; © and in their Commiſſions acknowledge 
& all ſort of Juriſdiction, as well eccleſiaſtical as civil, to 
„ have flowed originally from the REGAL Power, us 
from a ſupreme Head, and a Fountain and Spring of 
« all Magiſtracy within his own Kingdom f.“L 
Tea, even the Power F Ordination itſelf, which is 


zeckoned a Peculiar of the epiſcopal Office, the firſt 
Reformers and Founders of this Church derived from 
the Ke, and exerciſed only as by Authority from 
dim, and during his Pleaſure. © Thus Cranmtr Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, Bonner Biſhop of London, &c. 
«took out Commiſſions: from the Crown, importing, 


. all other Parts of the Epiſcopal Authority; and this 
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or Quxkx, may revoke, if they pleaſe, any ſpiritual { 


ſures of the Biſbops or Archbiſhops. ; yea, can ſuſpend, 


N 


Church's Boſom again . 


Yea, further; they have Power to forbid all Preaching 


fora Time; as did K. Hen. VIII. K. Edw. VI. Q. Mary, 
Q. Eliz. ---- to limit, inſtruct, and preſcribe. to the Clergy 
what they ſhall, and what they ſhall not preach z as did 


Q. Eliz. K. James I. K. Charles I. K. William, &. - 
Finally, to the King or Queen onLY, does it pertain to de- 
clare what is HER ESV, and authoritatively to pronounce 


what Do#rines and Tenets are, and what are not, to be 
cenſured as ſuch : Nor have all the Biſhaops and Clergy, 
aſſembled in Convocation, the leaſt Authority to cenſure 
any Tenet as heretical, if the 'Paince on the Throne 
refuſe his Conſent, 272 5 33: 3:4 Sd 

Now here, Sir, I am preſſed with an inſuperable Dif- 
ficulty how to reconcile this Conſtitution of the Church o 
England with the Conſtitution of the Church of Chrif. 


Are they not moſt indiſputably two different Societies, 
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de- 
prive, or even excommunicate, themſelves; or can, by. 
their Proclamation only, without the leaſt Confeſſion, Hu- 
miliation, or Satisfaction for their Offence, . pardon ant 
reſtore excommunicated Perſons, the vileſt Offenders, to the 


ſubject to 120 different, ſometimes oppoſite, Authorites, 


animated and governed by two different Heads? In 
ChRIST's Church, HimsELF is the only Sovereign and 
Head; ux only hath Power to decree Ceremonies and 
Rites, to fix, Terms of Communion and Authority in 
Points of Faith: Nor hath any earthly Prince Power to 
make Laws in his Kingdom, which ſhall bind the Con- 
ſciences of his Subjects; or ſovereignly to dictate to B15 


Servants and Miniſters what they ſhall believe, and what 
TEE cal GY KAT Eb F 
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FA Parſon was deprived for Adultery ; afterwards a general Par- 
don came, which pardoned. the Adultery. It was adjudged that the 
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Parſen was ipſo fads, reſtored to his Bengfice. Coke 6 Rep. 1 ey 
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verrign, Law · giver, SUPREME HEAD beſides Jzsus 
Cunisr; an Authority which commands Thi 


tbey ſhall preach. al his 2 are expreſly com 
"manded and charged to receivè nothing as Doctrine of 
Paris of Religion, which are only Commandments of Men g. 


But in the Church of England: there is anoTuER So- 


s 'which 
rines 


Cuxrsr never commanded, which teaches 


-HE never taught, which enjoins Terms of Communion, 


and Rites of religious Worſhip, which CnHRIsr never 


enjoined. ---- What now ean I judge, Sir! What do yon 
yourſelf judge! but that the t Churches are two diſ- 
tin& and quite different Societies (for in one and the 


fame Society, ſurely there cannot be rwo ſupreme Heads ) 


that they are framed after different Models, conſiſt of 


different Members, are governed by different Officers, 


Statutes and Laws, ---- Conſequently, my SEPARATION 
or DissenT from the one, does, by no Means infer my 
SEPARATION from the other. Vea, what am I to I 


but that by the Allegiance I owe to CHRIS 


- ONLY ſupreme Head and King in ſpiritual Matters, 1 
am chliged to enter my Proteſt againſt the Pretenſions 


and Claims of any otuzs fuprem? Head, For, can a 


Man ſerve two Maſters? Can he be ſubject at the ſame 
Time to Two ſupreme Heads? Can he be faithful. to 


CHRIST, the only KING in the Church, and yet ac- 
| knowledge another King, as a Fountain of all Magiftracy 
25 Power therein? Surely he cannot. 


Permit me, good Sir, to exerciſe your patience 2 


\ I Moment or two more upon this remarkable can. 


and I will diſmiſs the ungrateful Subject. 


By the Conſtitution of the Church Chriſt, 'tis ex- 


preſly order'd and declared - That the Woman ſhall 
. not be ſuffered publickly to teach, nor to uſurp Authority 
 - pver the Man f. But by the Conſtitution of the Church 
+, "of England, the Woman is permitted publickly to teach, 


15 


. 25 ee — 222 2 2 * ** * 2522 ———— 2 es CODEN Rn 
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yea, to limit and control J ſpiritual and reFgioils 
Matters, and authoritatively to inſtruc all the Biſbops, 
and Clergy, and Men in the Land. Thus did Queen 
Elizabeth, thus did Queen Anne, and thus hath every 
Queen Authority to do that fits upon our Throne; 
Authority to preſcribe. and diate to all, both Miniſters 
and People, what the one are. to preach, and the other 
to receive. And was it not, Sir, a very comely and 
edifying Sight, to behold the two Houſes of Convoca- 
you tion Waiting upon the good Q. (Anne“) in the Caſe. 
diſ- of biſton's Books upon the Trinity, to be inſtrufted by 
the her Majeſty whether they were to be condemned 'as 
beretical, or not? that venerable and learned Body had 
ſolemnly. decreed them to be dangerous and beretical; 
but this their Cenſure was of no Force, till they had 
laid it before the Queen, to have her Judgment upon 
my the Point. Upon her Majeſty's Determination it en- 
dee WW tirely depended, whether Whiſton's Tenets were to be 
my rejected by the Church of England as erroneous, or 
„ I W not, Her Majeſty, in this' Caſe, was of a different 
ons Opinion from her two Houſes of Convocation ; 
1 a IM ſhe thought not fit to cenfure the Books: So her ſingle 
me Opinion, ſtrange to relate! her ſingle Opinion carries 
to it againſt that of ber Biſbops and Clergy. She over- 
ac- rules and ſets aſide all their Proceedings, reſtrains and 
cy counteracts them ig one of the very chief of theirpaſtoral 
Functions, the guarding againſt Errors and Hereſies 
ih ET ET oh oY EO 
/t, WM Bebold here, Sir, a Woman exerciſing ſpiritual'eccle- 
| ſiaſtical Authority over the Man! Yea, behold the Re- 
preſentative of the Clergy of the whole Land, a moſt 
Fnac grave and venerable Body, waiting upon 4 
VoMAN to learn from her Mouth, what the Church is to 
believe, and what to reject, as to this great Myſtery of 
Faith : Upon A Woman, who could be ſuppoſed to know 
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| J 
as little of this Matter as of the Motion of the Stars hW4; 
yet, by her ſole Determination, (I repeat it with Ae 
toniſhment, and you hear it, no doubt, with PerplexitryMh: 
and Grief ) your. Church was uncontroulably and authd 
ritatively directed in this deep and myſterious Point. 
I ask you, Sir, in the Name of Go, Is this the Con- 
ſtitution and Frame of the Church of CHRIST? | Is n 

not a Conſtitution of a quite different Nature; a Society. 
not DIVINELY, but bumanly inſtituted 5 and therefore, 
by your. on Definition, Nor the Church of Chriſt? Ang 
may not, think you, a Perſon ſeparate peaceably from 
it, without any the leaſt Danger of thereby ſeparating 
himſelf from the one ſcriptural, apoſtolic, and-catholicWWG e: 
When you ſtript the Pope of his Surremacy, and 
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gave it to our Princes, you ſhould have taken Care 
not to have left his INFaLiniLITY behind. An infallibl 

Head and Director of the Church, be it Woman or Man, 

be it an He or a She-bi/bop, is a Thing plauſible enough 

and carries a good Face : But, to lodge the abſolute 
Direction of the Conſciences, the Faith and the Diſcipling 

} of the Church with a falkble Head! to give a Prince, 
| | yea a Lady bred up in all the Softneſſes and Diverſions 
I of a Court, an uncontroulable Dominion over the re- 
ligious Conduct both of Clergy and Laity, authoritatively 
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to direct what thoſe are to preach, and what theſe to 
believe as the Doctrine of CHrIsT!. to make HER the 
ſole Judge in all Controverſies which ſhall ariſe upon 
any the moſt myſterious and inexplicable Points; fo 
that all the Prieſts are to act Knowledge at HER Lips ; 
and whatever ſhe determines is to be received by the 
Church as Chriſtian Verity and Truth! This is ſuch 3 
Conſtitution as quite ſhocks the Underſtanding, and 
comes not a whit behind Tranſubſtantiation itſelf. Hence, 
. doubtleſs, Sir, the Triumphs of Popiſb Prieſts over you! 
Hence their Inroads upon you, and the Thouſands 
they are continually carrying captive from your Tents: 


4 * 


N x 
; 


t «© i © Gr 


: "3 of 
ö 

1 : . 

£ 

7 


” 
»* 


* 2 


10d bende _ kad Insrsafe, x = the inſults r Deiſtr. 
ho taking the Scheme of the Church of Englani to be 
hat of the Chriſtian Church, are authoriſed by common 
Senſe, they think, not oy to eject, but c treat ie 5 
vith. Contempt! * 
And now, Sir, having 10 largely diſcuſſed this robe 
Ipreſume you are convinced, That this ſame praceable 
« Separation. F ours 1s not, "what you call it, a Piece o 
“ arrang Non ſe and Comtradiftion ;” and that you will 
ceaſe to be ſo diſpleaſed at our treating your grave Lee - 
tures upon the heinous Sin of 1 ſolemn Cant 
and Eccleſiaſtical Scare: creme. Tou ſee, Hkewife; how 
extremely unapt, and quite wide of the Point, are the 
two Inſtances you bring to illuſtrate our Caſe, biz, 6 of 
«> Wife ſeparating from the Bed and Board of her 
«© Husband---- Or of two or three Countries difliking - 
& 2 monarchial Government, and throwing off eit 
« Allegiance to the King *”.- Has the Church Eng- 
land, Sir, any ſuch Power or Authority over ur Diſſenrers; 
as the Husband has over the Wife ? . Pray > who 
ve it that Authority? Have we ever plighted it our 
a ? or bound ourſelves by a-folemn Vow to honour 
and obey it to the End of our Life? . Or have Ww 
ever ſworn Allegiance to it; or do we owe it any 
17 ek 3 as oy Counties: have Tworn and de dee 0 
the iN n „„ rr et Se 4, SIO! Sr 
"Amory ſt they aller Excelienichesof your Chiytb⸗ you 
reckon * : The Uſe of the three Keren i in 2 publik Wor: 
er ſhip; as one of the moſt effectual and powerfu 
Means both for teaching and preſerving the Chriſ 
1 tian Faith entire and uncorrupt, which, we have * 
16 in our Churches f.“ The Che called the A poſters 
we bave in conſtant uſe amongſt us: And ag for 
2200 other, eſpeciafly the Arhanaſiah, we are content 4 
ſhould have the Honour of its being peculiar to "your: | 
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Triumph over us here, to remember, that ſome of the 
wiſeſt and moſt illuſtrious Members of: your Church, 
both Clergy. and Laity, account the ,Uſe of this Creed 
Jour great Sin and Reproach, and with A. B. Tilo ſon, 
wiſh you were well rid f itt. wog + rd 5 
What are you, Sir, amongſt the weak and uncharicable, 
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Minds who damn to the Pit of Hell all who .cannot. re; 
ceeiye all the dark and myſterious. Points ſer forth. in that 
Creed! Do. you in. your Conſcience think that there is. 
No. SALVATION, for thoſe: who do not faithfully believe the} 
ſeveral Articles it contains; and that whoſoever doth not 
keep whole and undefiled the Faith therein deliver'd, be ſhall 
WITHOUT DOUBT-pertſÞ everiaſtingly? What! the many 
great and worthy. Perſons, bright Ornaments. of your. 
own' Church, who inſtead of keeping it avbole and .unde- 
filed, have openly diſavow'd, preach d and wrote againſt, 
it, dying in this Disbelief, have they without peradyentura 
everiaſtingly periſb d? Alas! for the good Doctors, Clarke, 
bitby, Burnet, &c. . -For che illu rious Sir 1/aac, & & 
c, Vea, alas! for the whole Greek Church, who. have 
ſtrenuoully. rejected the Article of the Hliog; . They 
ars gone down, it ſeems, to the infernal Pit ! And 
notwichſtanding their, great Knowledge and Piety in 
fun Mente are, for not believing the Atbanaſian Creed; 
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unk into EVERLASTING DARKNESS and DAMNATION in the 
pther!.. Do,you wonder Deiſm: prevails, if this be ge- 
nine Cbriſtianity jj ! ry 
AI a N indiſputable, that a great 


Part of the moſt learned and virtuous of your Clergs 


are. departed from the Athanaſian Doctrine; and thay MW 
thoſe of them who:are not, do by no, means think icy Ml 


Belief: abſolutely and-...indiſpenfably.. neceſſary to Sls 
ation. What now: muſt a Deiſt think, when he. bear 
oth.the one and the other thirteen Times a Year, .nio 

ſolemnly declaring in the Preſence of Almighty 1 

ee eee 
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ed, i is: before: all 7 beter ust be ie 
ATHANASIAN Faith ; and moſt. per hed denouncing. 
BVERLASTING: DAMNATION, upon chaſe he den ee 
in; that is, many of them denouncing; 
12 ſeldes !- Is this your'** powerful 0 
e the Chriſtian Faith ? tel. Kae 
Hectua to ſubvert and deſtroy it Ie 

— been in. Fatt a great: & — -block in 
the Way of Infidelt and «wb — . '>& them in 
their Oppaſition' to the Religion:of; Cunter, when they 
ſee it dooming  t0.undewbted and even ii Perdition all 
who do not heartily and üncerely believe ( for that 
muſt be meant by faithfully) theſe deep and myſterious 
Points, which we acknowledge to be inexplicable, _ 
far above the Powers of. Reaſon to compre 

ee Bat the Diſſenting Miniſters, you tell me, who 
« have domplied wich the Terms of the Toleration; 
« have ſolemnly ſubſcribed the VIIIth Article which 
« approves the Atbangſian Creed. Let Dr. Calamy 
anſwer . Ide diſſenti Miniſters about the City, 
“in a Body, gave in their Senſe of the Articles when 
6. they. ſubſcribed them, and among the reſt. of this 
« VIIIch Article, in the Gloſs upon which, he - 
* damnatory Clauſes of this Creed are expreſly .ex% _ 
© cluded the Subſcription. ---- And there was ſomes» © 
« thing of the ſame Nature done in ſeveral Parts of _ 
« the Country.” Now the Fathers and Predeceſ- 
ſors of the preſent diſſenting Miniſters W made 
pub lg Proteſt ad Declaration. "the *. 8 Soo 
and the Lala having accepte 5 1 calt not re«. 
jected it; under the Favour of this Proteſt, their Suc- 
ceffors may be fed'now to ſubſcribe with the ſame 
Diſapprobation of ine damnatory Clauſe. If ic were not 
to be thus ee i, q bop, not . | 
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I' ſhould now: probeed, Sir, 105 the Examination: of 
other Parts of 'yout'|'Letters,' to ſnew the great Inſuf- 
ficiency of your Arguments and Objections; and to ob- 
ſerve, Abe in in many Inſtances, you have extremely miſ- 
raken and given quite wrong Repreſentations of our 
religious Principles and Practice . But I relieve your 
Patience at pre ſent. .- If this Province be undertakeh 
by no other Hand, you may in ſome Time, > U divine 
Permiſſion, expsl'co hear ; er 2 un 1000 1 99h 
Min e } : 49! Ns 15 Bae ek W 
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AIS with ſome Regret 1 probed: in inglication 7 
1 my. Diſſent, as it will conſtrain me to ſay ſome 
Things which may ſeem to be diſreſpedtiol % 
ws Aabliſhed Forms of Worſhip. - But Se, Defente is a Prins 


. ., W ciple which generous Minds allow:ſtrongly to operate. id - 
highly reverence and eſteem, and moſt heartily rejoice in 


„the great Number of illuſtrious and excellent Perſons, both 
R, Clergy and Laity, which the Church of England can boaſt, 
8 But yet, as the preſent eſtabliſd d Forms were draun u 
bphen this Kingdom juſt emerg'd out of Popiſb Darkneſs; 
and as in Drawing them up, eſpecial Regard was had to 
the then Weakneſs of the People, who could not be all 
at once entirely brought off from the old Ceremonies and 
Forms: As there are ſeveral Parts of our Liturgy, and : 
eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, which a greatNutnber, I appre- 
hend, if not all our Biſhops and Clergy, wiſh to ſee alter d: : 
And finally, as the Alteration of thoſe, and the removing 
a few Things, acknowledg*d in themſelves to be mutable 
and indifferent, would heal the unhappy Breach, and reſtore 
the chief Part of the Diſſenters to the Church. Upon 
all theſe Accounts, I may be allow'd, hope, with Free- 
dom to make my Defence againſt your vigorous Attacks 3 
and to repreſent my Objettions, and ** Grounds'6f my 

D in as as ſtrong a a WT ar pie” 8 7 | 


' ws & 4 
- * 3 


= \ L 


2 publick Monitor, and of my Inſtruc- 
#07 in this Affair, which you have volantarity taken on 
you, will allow me, as I go along, —— in mind 
of a great Objection or two which Diſſenters are wont 
to urge, but which _ bave quite overlook'd, and to 
intreat you will direct me How to get over them. 
% We Letter - Writers, ſay you, have 2 Privilege ot 
* ſetting down our Thoughts as they offer themſelves, 
„c ; pajouſ}y adhering” to ſtrict and cloſe 
% Method. This Privilege you have indeed with 
great Freedom taken: I ſhall therefore be indulg'd 
the ſame. 2 * J 

To degin then with your Defence of Sronsong ii 
Baptiſm. It is the Opinion of the Diſſenters, that when 
an Iafant is brought to be enter'd by Baptiſm into the 
Family or Church of Gop, and a ſolemn Vom and En- 
gagement is to be made before the Church for its reli- 


0 * r , ' | 
The Part of a [6] 


gious Education; that the ParENTs, whoſe Child it is, 
and to whom both Gop and Nature have committed 


its Education; that thaſe, I ſay, are the proper Perſons 
to ſtand forth, and take upon them this great and im- 


Vw faithfully to diſcharge it. Now our Objections 
to the Order and Practice of your Church are, | 
I. That in a very arbitrary and ſtrange Manner, 


without che leaſt Shadow of Authority from Reaſon or 


Scripture, or the ancient Practice of the Church, you ac- 
tually SET ASIDE the Parents in this Solemnity; and 
FORBID them to ſtand forth, and take upon them this 


great Charge to which Gop hath called them. For 


your XXIXch Canon expreſly commands, That uo Parent 
ſhall be urged to be preſent at his Child's Baptiſm, nor BE 


ADMITTED to anſwer as Godfather for nis own Child. And, 
2. That you require other Perſons to appear in the 
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tant Truſt; and to bind themſelves by a ſolemm 
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of your on Writers have led us into it. The Swetietf 


Laer of Chriſt.” A Cloud of Witneſſes, I believe, 


and moſt ſolemnly co Peet beter Gays a 
the Chureb, the Performance of that, which few of them 
ever do, or evet intended to perform; or, perhaps, 
are ever capable of performing! What now, Sir, is 

your Anſwer to theſe bjeBtions f the Difſenters? Why, 
Fuze the fiſt, which is indeed the chief, 50 

udently ſlip over; and attempt not the leaſt-Apology 
oh ſetting aſt 25 the Parents; ſo that you leave us ſtill 
to coalider this, as à Thing utterly” indefenſible, un 
lawful, abſard, and which il admit of no Excuſe.” PL, 

But as to the ſecond, viz. the ſolemn Vow and Obliga- 
tion under which the Sureties lay themſelves, to this you 
largely ſpeak ; and tell me. -s It is a grofs Miſtake to 
„imagine, that the Promiſes there idle d by the Sureties 
„concerning the future Faith and Fracties of the 


9 Child, are made in their oOπ nm Name : As if de 


aged thereby, that, when it is grown up, it ſhall ac 
(Ef * tua believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith? 
ce ſhall* renounce the Devil and all his Works, &6! 
«- Whereas the Church conſiders theſe Anſwers, as the 
« Cuity's Anſwers, only made by its R. . 


cc they contain rrs Part of the bpriſinal Covenant of 
Contract; which, becauſe, by Reaſon of its tender 
« Ape, it cannot elf utter, is utter'd by itsSureties-- 9% 


But 1 this be, Sir, a groſs Miſtake, the moſt celebrate 


« in Baptiſm, ſays your learned Dr. 'Nichols f, religiouſly 

« ENGAGE for the Faith of the baptiſed ; © that they an _ 
« ſincerely believe all that is revealed in the Goſpel, "and 

* SHALL direct rh ſubſequent Actions of their Lives by "ths 


can be brought from the Dofors of your Church, whole 
Jadgment is the ſame. But no wonder the L ed 
differ in ſo myſterious a Point. '---- Tou go on and 
affirm CAPE That the Sureties are, bythe Church, ce 
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Ir NM Promiſe, utter'd by its Sureties; when, at the 


covenanting and contracting, yea, as the ONLY. Covenants, | 


knows it to be abſolutely incapable. of either, It re- 


fake the Devil? &. When it is fully perſuaded of its, 
about it. Now .when,a Deiſt ſtands by, and ſees a 


f 


&- its tender Age, it cannot itſelf utter, is to be uttered. by 
46, ies; Sureties : ”* That is to ſay, the Child thinks,..but 
cannot ſpeak: It really covenants, cantracts, promiſes, hut 
not being able by Reaſon, of its tender Age to. wir, 


U 5 ] 5 

« ſidered in this Affair, #0 otherwi/ than as the fouth 
& of the- Child. ++» You, ſee, Sir, lere we NO. ae 7; 
&« NOR Engagements. which ANT beſides . | 
t ſuppoſed to enter into, and to be b by... Read 
ever the Office of publick Baptiſm, you. will n | 
&.I aſſure you, any, Promiſes or Stipulations at all w 0 
& hy the. es in their on Name: I mean any that pe 
« are. explicit C.” But this Account of the Matter ap- 
pears to me extremely dark; and rather greatly to 
ſtrengthen than remove our Objections. Fr wd WM 6 
«Faſt, It repreſents the Church as acting a very ex- 

traordinary and unaccountable Part; viz. as receiving 
@ Child to Baptiſm, on Account of 1rs own. Faith, and 


ſame time, it knows, the Child. neither does nor can, 
either promiſe or believe. any more than the Font at 
which tis baptiſed. It conſiders the Child as ACTUALLY, 


ing and contracting Party in this Solemnity, when it 


reſents che Church as very ſolemnly asking the Cntrp. 
thou believe? Wilt thou be baptiſed ? Doſs thou for- 


utter Inability to believe, or reſolve, or will any Thing 


learned and grave Divine thus asking, and talking, and 
ovenanting with a Child, can you wonder, Sir, if he, 
iles, and merrily treats the whole Tranſaction as a Jeſt ?, 
.$* The Anſwers, you ſay, are conſidered by the Church, 
« as. only the Anſwers of the Child, and contain Irs Part 
<< of the baptiſmal Covenant; which becauſe, 55 Reaſon of, 
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58 Blends 120 ehe 259 its nb 8 to WY 
— for it. But "why „ good Sir, its Mourb to ſpeak. 
for it; and not its Unterſtand alſd to thin for it; 
its Will to promiſe. for it; and indeed its Soul; und its 
very ſelf; to covenant and contract for it 7 I not ibe 
Child, by Reaſon of its tender Age, 8 abſolately'inca- 
PR Covenanting, as tis of Ga of Contracting, 
as tis of Speaking ? If the Surety therefore does ons f 
ak good Offices for it, he undoubtedly: does the otben 
Dat., an. / iin r + 
Second iy. if there be, as you ne e Non Engag 
mentswhich any beſides. the Child are ſuppoſed to enter in 
or to be hound by; the Conſequence is extreamly — th 


not engage for its own religious Education. If the 


Kind, it evidently follows, that there dre nd expreſs 
En ngagenients entered into hy any for_the-Child's Kdn-- 
cation. And thus, behold, your boaſted:deuble e 
turns out at laſt 10 Security at all! But, a Surety not 

bound! a Sponſor promiſing nothing! a "Security umen- 
gaged ! This is Language;/Sir in the 'mercantile, what: 


ever iti may be — — ſcholaſtic. Way of Life; abſblatel) A 
122 ible. But to retort your q.] Ioſtance; my 


a ? ſhould think a very wrong headed Man Ny 
A retend to lend my Money upon a 
rity; — 


Time he corifeſſed; there were no promiſes iſes; nor Emp pity 
mente, hien eit ber of the Securities were exph 
Lieht . 9%) 700205 Bl. © 
HI Tobe! . Sir; as for this Buſineſs of a Obit | 
lieving, 5 


covenanting by Repreſtiit 


tration, will eaſily perceive it to beca Thing abfolurely 
| "Finpollible; and abſurd; 5 a Thing b 
e 0 Reaſon 4 common * d 


then there are no Promiſas nor Engagements entered inte 9 
arall; for its religious. Education. For the Chili ſure lg doss 


ties: therefore do not enter into any Promiſe of this. 


make a Merit of ſo doin 67 Wem at the "ſans 


9 ot 
Proxy, I eannot but think «Gentleman of your rn 
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the leaſt Shadow of Robo in the Chriſtian. Reli: 
gion. Fot if by the Conſtitution of the: Goſpel: Cove» 
Bant, à Child may believe by Proxy, _ by Proxyy 
votu, promiſe, and contract Fr. Proxy,” be may. alſo na 
doube,; be /avediby iProxy, or. be damned by\Proxy- 
But, into hat a Jeſt will this turn the Religi oh Chriſ# d 
As far the Antigquity of . this Practice, Sponſars in Bop. 
tiſm, von have the good Senſe and Ingenuity mae i" 
pretend it was ever known, or ſo much as 1 
in the primitive apoſtolic Church. Tertullian, who lived 
about An Dom 200, is the firſt, I apprehend, of All 
Hriſtian Writers, that makes any mention ofathem. 
does it at all follow from what he, ſays, that theſe 
Fuels mere any other than the Parints of the Child; 
Faſtin-Martyr; who wrote fifty Vears before him; when 
be particularly deſcribes the Mecbod-and Form of Ghri/+ 
tian Baptiſm in his Days, ſays not a ſi gle Ward of any. 
ſuch Perſons * b $1511 3557 (4 * ney 1 19934 Bal 44 
But we learn from St. ; Auſtin; about 3 Year 396 
(one af the earlieſt of Chriſtian Writers, in which any 
mention of them is found) wen, and upon u Oc; 
caſion, theſe Spon ſors were admitted. © A great many, 


e ſays he, are offered to Baptiſan not by dei 1 1 r] 
mes; 


$ - bug by others; a Infant: Slavet are ſometi 
fered by their Maſters. 5 —— when:the 
tt Parents are dead, the Infants! are baptized; being 
< -affered by any, who: cap afford to ſhew this Com- 
$£--paſhon ; co. ada; And ſometimes - Infants whom 
< Their Parents have cruelly expoſed, to be brought up 


. by hoſe ho light on them, ate aa and then taken un 
ec by the holy Virgins, and offered to Baptiſm by. them 


e whg;tave no Children of their: ou, not deſign to 
9 have any. r Theſe are Auſtin's Words. Obſerve 
now Dr. Wall's-+ ingenious on on them (av 
—————————ꝙ² D 
Vid. Lord King's Enquiry; Part II. p., 67; g 
+Epiſt. ad Bonifac, + * Hiſt. Inf Inf. Be. Vel kupgaghe | 
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OR Aprantacts or Grog in Goodneſs nd Zola 
w came it to pals that the great Founders” of” th 
Chriſtian "Church never happened” to think of "them. 
ou do” not pretend it to be an Inſtitution" of Jeu 
7's, and yet are not afraid to call RAN tt 79 1 8 


ful und even à MC ESSAANT "In, 
CHRIST, in whom were hid all the, 722 5 2 
and -who loved the Church ſo as to lay dv Fi 
it, ſhould not khew this I6Rjebtion! co be 1 255 
ally advantageous to the K 7 f. Goodneſs of his Church; 
or that knowing it to be fo, he-ſhould unkindly "omit by 
þ that we are obliged to he 1 hes Wiſdom EI 
| 2 of after Ages. 8 Inns! ſupplyipg this Ve 
. N y been thoüght, that. VET 4p lex dec | ed th 
7 ily of Go and kej pr ba 2 
 Chbirch Which was e to 55 5 and 15 the | 
are a perfect Rule; * but this, it Teems, is | not o, yt 
have 8 it, Sir, to 1 true: For * | 
meu ud & w/e, an uſe 5 and a NECz$SARY Bft, 
which the really kedt -..4tid which had it 1 Rot bee} 


1125 ot e e the 5 124 been 
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an rm, 


4 23 have! wholly You 
will be obliged to warben 80 This: ol 125 b 
© a vey greut Advantage ---- of badly conducive tc future 
„ Holinels of Life ” Va Sir, this we Vin freely 
own; when you alſo will acknowledge, that you are 
_ wiſer"than' rhe poſtles 3" and can better judge what is 


+ - ocondacroe'so Holineſs,and for the dvantage of the. Lich, 


Thad its great Law-giver Jzsvs CHRIST. Lad this Ce 
r ‚ , 


* * F tuen 


SITS > 
2 


1 
6% by 85 


admitted as roof. © 


on them, and they 1 the Horx Gnosr. Fiat 


£47; " *M 
mot © pd ben ally mM feat 1 e 
. elbe, 10 50 1 5 it is very ſtrange that = 
CHRIST, nor. 1 10 ſpoſtles, ſhould have ofdained it. 9 
it is atl liz In ED, you have not ſo IP as 
| + Calvin LY Conjecture muſt, bg 


Tue Text uſually ts — for it, „(At viii. I4- 5: 1 pre- 


attemiptet 4 rove;. 


ſume youre fully. ſen! Ne has no Weight... "Peter's 200 = 2 


Fobn's going down. 1 Camaria to pray, and lay. their 
Hands on 115 whom Philip Mt baptiſed, is 13 3 


Precedent, no Direction, no , nor. Command 
for our Rog to d. likewiſe. the End for which 
the A. it did it,” "Hy expreſly KC ver. 15, 17, ) wat, 


that they might recti 2 the HoLy Gaosr, i. e. its fragt. 
tous Gifts? and the) pray d for them, and laid their Hande 


* 


was 1 8 9 14 ir (fue as propheſying, ff peaking * 
wich . J to form them into a Church: = 
not be di Tet: bees, they were ſomething 5 3 
and obvious" ro Senſe ; ſomething which ſtruck” th 
Wonder and rut of the wicked Sorcerer; for tis 
faid, when Smox saw that thro' Laying on of the Feng 
Hants the Hory Grost was given, he offered them Mons). 
Beſides, as Dr. Whitby juſtly obſerves, if they Kid not 
their Hangs*on all who were bapriſed, it makes hothing 
for 1% arton "If they did, then Simon Magus alſo 
was confirmed, and received the Holy Ghoſt; „ . 19M ö 
wil by no Means admit. 2 
It vas to give then to the newly. ba ptiſed ol nyerts 
at Samaria the miraculous Gifts of the "Holy ©boſt; that | 
Peter and Jon went and laid their Mane on «them. | 


But do our Biſhops, Sit, 1 81 that,” by their Praying = 


and La yibg on of Hands, the Horw Gnosr is given 
Do the y not diſclaim any Powers of this kind? Seeing 


ther! chey make nd Pretenſiong ge tb End, vf wh - .. 


ſuch Selene do we ſee them präckiling 5 Menn ? 
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= gead of a Child MEN of Eliſh, 1 7 ake 
| Ojvtment with Spictle for che Cure of the Blind; id 
þ Imitation of our din; or, anoint the Sick with Oi 
n Imitation of the apoſtolic Elders ; as pray and. lay their 
Hands on thoſe who were baptiſed, in 5 Jof Peter 
aiid"Fobn, who did this to the Samaritan Conyerts ONLY, 
that they might receive the miraculous Gifts and Powers 
ECE 
41 4f As for the open and ſolemn Renewal of the bap⸗ 
* riſma] Covenant before Gop. and many Witneſſes, 
« which,, you ſay, bapriſed Perſons -ought 10 niake, 
when they come to Years of Diſcretion.:* This they 
make with us, in the ther Sacrament of the Supper; 
which Chriſt himſelf has appoipted, and which is the 
_ only Inſtitution his Wiſdom has thought fit to appoint, 


: . 


„„ 
But if you will ſuffer me to./ptat Freely, Sir, this Cere: 

mony of Confirmation, as tis at preſent appointed and | 
8 your Church, to me appears ſo. far from 
being greatly conducive to Holineſt of Life, as that I wiſh 
it may not be conducive to a quite different, and : 
noxious Effect; even to 2 in Men's Minds a pre: 
fumptuous and falſe Hope; and to delude them into wrong 
Notions as to the Safety of their State, and as to the 
Terms of Acceptance and Favour with Go. 
By the Order of your Common- Prayer, ALL Perſong 
6 baptiſt when they come to competent Tears, and ar- 
et able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ton Command: I it 
ce ments, and the Anſwers of the ſhort Catechiſm, are to. ll 1 
cc he brought to Confirmation.” The Biſhop having 


: * 9 


asked, . JPhether they renew the Jolenn Promiſe and Vow 


- 


« which was made in their Names in Baptiſm, &c. Upon 
their; Anſwer, we do, proceeds bereupon to declare in 
* . the molt ſolemn manner, even in an Addreſs to Gov. 
bimſelf, that de has. voucb/afed_ to regenerate theſe. his. 
fy Servants by Water and the HoLy;Guost (note: got by 
r, but als, by the Heu Nan T 49 gi0r 
3 — E 1455 . 4 Ki þ 12 bk \ | 33 24 * 
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_ Goodneſs ne Bim. | 
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and u pon eb 1 ead of each particular 5 
TIFIES. ae 'by that Sign ef, Gop' 5 Favour 4 Nag he ins 


I. pray you, „Sir, in ale Va Gon Ont at h 
Watrant the Hi op to ant if Go. Man's. 855 11 


forgiven, and himſelf regenerated by the Hory-Gnosr, 


upon no other Grounds than his 8 able to fay. oy 
ſhort Catechiſm, and declaring that fo ſtands by 

baptiſmal Engagements ? Will you ſay that this 1s 7 
Ch Hiſtian Doctrine concerning the Terms of Acceptance 
and Forgiveneſs with Gon? Are good Vows. and Re; 
ſolutions, declared in the Church, infallible or proper 
Proofs of a Regeneration by the Holy Ghoſt. ?. 1.3 
a Man's profeſſing that he; repents, and promiſi 
that be will live godly, that actual Repentance an 


ind 


Amendment of Life which alone can enſure the divine 
Pardon and Favour -: Are there not Multicudes .wh 


call CaIsT their Logo, and publickly profeſs to ſka 


by their baptiſmal Covenant, whom yet he will rejec. 


« 
Wu. 


with Abhorrence at laſt? You will inform me then, 
Sir, how. his Lordſbip, upon this meer Profellion 
and Promiſe, preſumes to declare to Almighty 97 
and to 18sunz che Perſon, that he is regenerated 
forgiven, and without all Peradventure in K State © 
Favour with Heaven! _ 3 $6. 

. The Expreſſions, you muſt htawiedge 3 are FAN 
in abſolute and ſtrong Terms: nor do I find that there 
is any Intimation, that their Forgiveneſs depends-upon 
their Care to keep and to live up to, their baptiſmal En: 
gagements. No; but tho their whole Ute hath bi, 
therto been ſcandalouſly corrupt; yet upon their being 


able to /ay the Lord's Prayer, &c. the Biſhop ſolemnly - 


pronounces a moſt. ables Pardon over them; appeals © 


to 1 Cor that he hath. apr ew all oh . 


any) * Ah 


oi 5y 0 
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of ; ; g 2 2 = a; 46 2 1 4 N ale Is 1 7! 
This Biſhop, Sir, tl Holen who come to b 
LConfirm'd, are taught to conſider as an Ambaſſador © 
 Cnmisr, a Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, and a ſpecial Miniſter 
of God: when they hear then, this /acred Perſon, ſo 
ſolemnly declaring that they are fully juſtified, pardoned, 
and regenerated by the Holy-Ghoſt, can you blame them 
if they believe it? and reſt ſatisfied that their Souls are 
in a ſafe and bappy State? And as full Remiſfion © 
Sins, and the Favour of Gop, are to be had on Tſyeh 
eaſy Terms ; can you wonder, ſhould you ſee thouſands 
eagerly flocking from all Quarters to accept it? Of 


that Perſons of very vile and profligate Characters ſhoul 

often thruſt themſelves in to partake of this Benefit; anc 
be ſeen receiving upon their Knees epiſcopal Abſolutiong 
and ſolemn Aſſurances of God's Favour and Grace? 
Fou know the Aptnefs of Mankind, Sir, to decelye 
themſelves with falſe Hopes; and to ſubſtitute good 
Purpoſes, Profeſſions, and Vows in the Place of real 
Repentance and Amendment of Life; and you know 
this, Sir, (and have no doubt often declared it from 


. w . : 


> eech 0 ebe eg. HAS 


: 
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eg Pulpit), to be one of the chief Hindrances of Men's 


zecoming truly good. Now ſhould your Office for 
Confirmation be found thus powerfully and directly tend: 
ing to cheriſb theſe falſe Hopes; you muſt excuſe me 
if I then ſhould think it ſo far from conducing to Ho- 
lineſs of Life, as that in my , Conſcience 1 ſhould be. 
lieve it to be rather greatly oB$TRUCTIVE to it; and 
extremely deluſive and injurious to the Souls of Men. ps 
Let me further ask you, Sir, on this Head----Is it 
any Breach of Charity, to ſuppoſe that amongſt the 
vaſt Croudt which preſent themſelves on ſuch Occaſions, 
there are often many; whom God, who knows their 
Hearts, knows to be Perſons of a corrupt and wicked 
Mind, and to be ſtill under the Power and Tyranny 
of Sin? Can the good Biſhop himſelf, in any Judgment 
of Charity, ſuppoſe there are not ſome ſuch amopgſt 
the" Thouſands he confirms? Candidly tell me then, Sir, 
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upon ha Grands he. olicely. and without Reſort; 8 
4 concerning them ALL, ag  .. 


declares: to the eternal 
be hath Fully forgiven theſe his Servants,. when God a 


that Time knows many of them not to be his 2 


vants, and that he hath not at all forgiven them? Sr 
lays his Hand on each individual Perſon: to aſſure him 
* God's Favour, aud of his Regeneration by the Houy-.- 
GnosT'; when, in Truth, ſome of thoſe. he thus aſſures. 


are abſolute and entire Strangers to the renewing Influ- - 


ences of God's Spirit, and faſt bound in their Sins 2. 
To me, Sir, 1 i you, this appears, I do not ſay 


a very ſhocking, but I muſt ſay. a very unaccodntable —_ 


zolemnity; and ſhould be glad 100 know how to recon 
eile jt to the Reverence you owe to God ; | or to ths. 
Faithfulneſs and Charity due to the Souls af Men. 


ture, is another Office of your Common. Prayer... * 


9 of the' Sick. Io this. you. know, Sir, Diſſent „ 


A 


have always ſtron es objeRed, ag too much reſemblin 
the folenin Tricks V Chui urch of Rome; by whic 
they pretend to ſend Nen to. deen without, re 
Amendment and Holineſs: of Life, But this you. 4M 
prudently paſs LE, .in"perfe# Silence; for what ide 
could ſo inge 
abſurd and findelehfdle a Point? 5 
Being come to the ſiet Perſon, (no Matter what or. 
boy "wicked his former Life Hark been) the Prieſt is 
directed, after ſame pious Exhortations, to examine 
“ HV hether be believes the Articles' of the Apoſtles. Creed ;: 
pi and truly repent” bim of his Sint; and be in Charity. with. 
&'all'the World: And to move bin co make'a ſperial Con- 
10 « fe Mon of bis Sins, if be feels his Conſcience troubled, av ith 
weighty Matters.” After which Confeſſion, | 
re is order'd to "ABSOLVE bim (if he burbly. and 
heartily deſire it) after this ſort. Ry 
" Our Lonp. JIzsus Curisr, who bath bft Power to bis 
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World o en, is it, and "AY is the eld a2 605 190 he 

9 whom Carisr has left this high Authority and Hove x 
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5 dbfolve, 1 not in Foro. Guth only, , bur.in Foro: 155 E Not 
iz the State only „but allo j in 1 * Chur hb... 
- the Kings. Weens of En 
F em Jo Go 
ich Tk are declare | „be 
Church to whom this F igh ; whe 4-4 175 nd che. 
thier 1 as Head: o it have not this Power: oe Ap ing 


 capitally, ſupremely, ,and 1 75 any . 
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that, w lat HET looſe, on, Earth, is-as. proto. 
ang as any Thing that is Toſea by any inferior | 
| Members 


47 y 
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Members who offici 
Theſe, Sir, are hig | 
ſtance, I ſhall not preſume to ſetile- Be ſe good, 
Sir, as to let us know, War Cnuncn upon.Barth i it is, to. 
whom CRS hath delegatetl this important RITY ; | 
and WHERE the Charter or Grant Ws found, by which he, 
gave it the Commiſſion 2 But bf 
2. That Custer hach given, ** give, no fach Authe- 
rity. to fallible 1 uninſpired Men, I ſhould: think abſolutely 
out of doubt. Becauſe if he had given Power to any 
AUTHORITATIYELY to ahfoleg thoſe who are truly penitent, 
he exe alſo have given. them Power To KNow,; who are 
fe fr thn * tis a Power to dh. LAI for 2 
tt ey 


[24 _y PS oats 
in 2 Church under 1 
Points, which without your 4 | 


— 12 is moſt — feng. 1 upon — — . 
confeſſing_his Faults, — =, his Faich and ſincere, 
Repentance, the Prieſt i8.0 - moſt» ſolemniy and au- 
thoritativęiy to abſolve him. But are any Promiſes or 
rofeſſions hich a, Sinner makes in that Diſtreſo, 4 
9 Ground for ſuch an abſolute authoritative Abſoio- 
8 Are not, the moſt profligate, ate, when Death is 
ght to approach, wont to feel their: Conſcience - 
troubled, with many weigbty Matters, ready to;;confeſs 
their Sins, to expreſs the degpeſt Remorſe; and to vow: - 


7 
: is 325 one of a Thouſand that remembers his Vows, 
0 d that returns not to his Sins with as keen an Appe- 
| te..as:ever?: Do agg: vou, Gentlemen of the Clergy; 
loudly, complain of this, when you preſs to preſent Re- 
| 

8 


pentance, and warn us not to truſt to the-Sorrows of 
Sick Bed ? But notwichſtanding all this, when the 
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and web oluci6n, you are direftet 


d required with all. poſſible Solemnicy, even in the 
to ahſolve him from ALL bit Crimes, how many or great 
oever they have been, and to declare him fully for- 
Stran That you can preſume in the Name 
of the ſacred Trinity, to as8URE A Man that he it ab/olved 
from all his Sins, when at the ſame Time you know: 
yourſelves 'Not! SURE that he is-abſolved ! Vea, when 
the-only Ground of your doing it, are but the Tame 
Signs of Repent ante which a thouſand Sinners give, who 
date nevertheleſs held faſt under the Power and Guilt of 
Sin! What would you call ichat Man, Sir, who in a 
Court of human Judicature, ſhovld moſt ſolemnly affirm, 
and declare ia the Name ef Gon, an important Fat to 
be done, which yet at the ſame Time he is not ſure id 
done; or who ſhould call Heaven to witneſs-to the cer- 
tainey of that, which he is not at all certain of? But 
is it leſs dangerous, or leſs reproachful, thus to trifſe and 
_ collude in eternal Things than in temporal; in the Court 
of Almigbey Gon, than in that of the Ang? © 
I cannor ſay, Sir, in what Light you view this Order I Y 
of your Church, nor what Obedience you pay it, but am 7 
humbly of Opinion,- that' tis ſtraiuing de Jacerdotal Mi / 
Character, which” has ſunk it intò ſome Contempt; 
and that if it continues thus ſcramed, lower, much lower, 
will continue to ſink. For when Menifee you claĩm- 
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ing from Cop, fut and bigh. Powers, which they arg 
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ie Go bes never' given you ; and hear you with 

| great Solemnity aut boritatively abſolving in the Name 

of the Holy Trinity; when at the ſame Time they know 

the Holy Tyinuy never gave you any Authority ſo to do, 

bo natural is it for them to deride the prieiy bara I ' 
on which theſe Claims are founded, and toi treat your if 

Tober Offices wich Ridicule and Difreſpeckc? N - 

And now, Sir, having. preſented you wich ſome of If - 

bern Grounds of our diſſeut, many of Which you have. 
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Here you cmplaingr- Fg nk you walk 1 e with 
« out Light r- that gur Churches are” ſo. Ok in all 
their Ways, th& there js ſearce an wing. what 
cc. they e. that vou m ry, feel 1255 chem as 
« in the Dark And that you. are ſomething lige one 
« 1185 ing with a Ghoſt . This ſeems, indeed,a very 
eſcription of your Caſe, for-you greatly, miſtepre> 
Wo both our Principles and our Pra But the Blame 
of this; Darkneſs, Sir, be wholly to yourſelf, Are not 


our Churches open 7 Our Prayers, our Sermons, our 725 


Sacraments; and Ordinations performed i in View of the 
Worid, that whoeyer A may come and ſee. . d 
nner in them? by Ea 


6c Worlhip, by which we hold ourſelves, obliged to 
te walk; at leaſt none made public and laid before PE 
8 World, for your: Examination and. Diſcuſſion + 

Yes, Sir, we have an excellent coumom Rurk sf. Dis. : 


pline and, #orſhip, by which all our Churches told” em. 


ſelves: ae 10 walk, even. the ſame, which CaRusT. and _ 
es; the great Eognders of the Chriſtian, Church; 


bis Apoſt 
originally drew up, publiſhed, and eſtabliſhed, for. its 


and which they left. as a Canmor Rule, the ONLY comman 8 
Rule, and a PERFECT, common, Rule, for the. 0 5 5 
future Ages, viz. the HOLY SCRIPTUR THe 


15 28 * * 3 
"Bak, to deſcend. to, ſome. & the, 1 es 


take, as to our imp ing SITTING. Af be 
I have ſhewn.in my former Letter, _ Yo! 
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B 5 © we have no common Rules ok Diſcir line: and 3 


therefore vou may diſcuſs with all: holy rent 56 py 
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- Firm - 6e That it is generally held amongſt us, that the 

_ «« Sacrament is for none but perfect and conſummate Chriſ- 
4 tians, ſuch as can Hire a particular Account of their 
« Conyerſion 2. © Here you walk, Sir, without Light: 
There is not a ſingle "Church, I am perſuaded, amongſt 
the Di/ſenters'in the whole Kingdom, hardly a /ingle 
Perſon, who hath this Notion of the Sacrament. We 
 wniver/ally hold, that every ſincere Chriſtian has a Right 
J / we 
As to the Duty of Faſting, you ſay, if you are not 

<« mightily deceived, it is thrown away amongſt us. You 

ee have not met with any Sermons or Treatiſes of out 
% Miniſters, ſhewing the Obligations, and preſſing its 

«© Practice upon the People; nor have you ever heard 
«of its being practiſed, even by the ſtricteſt and de- 
% vouteſt amongſt usf.“ Lou are mightily deceived, Sir, 

a great deal tua mightily, for one who ſets up for ſo ſevere 

a Cenſor of his Brethren. Amongſt many others, Irefer 
Fou only to a moſt excellent "Diſcourſe on Faſting, 
In Bennet 's Chriſtian Oratory, Vol. II. which I am ſure 
79 cannot read without admiring it, bluſhing, and 
condemning your own Temerittxyy.. 

= You are pleaſed to give us alſo a very grave and 
| ſevere Reprehenſion for Standing, and not Kneeling at 
= our publick Prayers; and ſay, It is little leſs than 
« "impoſed upon our People, infomuch that ſhould any 
«© one preſume to kneel in our Churches, we ſhould cer- 
4 tainly cenſure. and condemn him for it f. That 
e your Church has as good Right to impoſe Kneeling in 
„the public Worſhip upon her Members, as Di//enters 

« have to impoſe it upon their Children and Servants in 

« their Family Devotions g. And that we atwavs 

«« practiſe it in private **.” Tou are extreamly unhap- 
py, Sir, in your Intelligence about this ſtrange People, 
ett. I. pag; 52. + Lett. I. pag. 65; C6. f Lett. 
I. pag· 65,67. J Lett. I. pag. 28. **Letr. Il. Poe. op : 
. Eg 53 EN | 
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eme Jon to 2 2 what edt, Poſtvire 8 of Worauf a * 

muͤch with them at their ſecret Deve 
upon the Point; but am very ſtrongly per ſuaded 
preſent at Pra 


vou, 1 preſume; Sir, never have k 
never once ſaw nor heard any Thing like the Impoſuions | 


kneel at Prayer, 1 believe, the whole K 


Fellow-Worſ | 
You tell me you can name a conſiderable” Con- | 
10 gregation amongſt us, whieh'is greatly feandali St. 

„and has taken a great and general Offetiee,” at 


been ill ſerved by your Info 
have bers alſo made too free with your Credulity y. 1 


map either purge itſelf of the Reproach,- to — cor- 


TTY” and learn to act mere we re eng - 


, en —— 2 2 — 2 ＋ Kn 


* ett. II, Pag: 68. 


ways is in PRIVATE ? Have they taken vou into their 
Cloſets ?' For my own Part, I pretend not to have been 

ions, and theres 
fore will not pronounce with fuch- Aſfurances as yours 


Practice varioiſly in this Matter, and do hot always kneel. 
As to their Families and Churches, tho I have been 
in a great Number of both (Which 
een) Paſſure you, I 


" 1 N. 


you mention. In their Faniily Devotions ſome Hand, 


and ſome kneel, according as their Inclination and Con- 


blies man 
| ngdom over. 
without it ever entering inte the” Thoughts of theit 
'ppers, to take the leaſt Offence'therear. po 


venience- ſerves!. And in their public A 


c of its Members kneeling at publie Prayer 2 10 A 
as in many other Points, Sir, tis very nororiaur yo havi 


Worſhip ; you ouſt give me leave to think, that the 


we have went Brethren amongſt us, and thoſe not a 


few, I am very ready to own. - But a Congregation, a 


conſiderable Colirogation too, ſo weak as to take agreat 
and general Offence at ſuch à Trifle as this! Von miſt 
excuſe me, if I cannot eaſily admit it. I think 'you 
will do Juſtice, Sir, to name the Congregation, that 1 


rected before the World, for its unchriſtian and impo 
Liberty and Right of private Judgment, which — Df 5 


ers, as to our Cuſtoms and „ 
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Janters they „ Fe Sir, Sühne, are not- for 
bipding, — has left fres. are our Bret hre 
dk another Church, who think 40 ſelves capable 0 
mending CHRIST'S Inſtitutions ; and not content — 
them in the plainne/s and ſimplicity in which Divine Wiss: 
von left them, muſt needs in ang e them 5 
Aulitions of their own. dic a n 
Theſe Additions of your. own, for Inſtance, ment 
at public Prayers, you are ſo ſurprizingly. . 
to repreſent as, a great Improvement of 
60 Worſhip, and as adding a natural Splendor and Becut — 
tc to it · that our Worſhip is debaſed for Want of 
it that kneeling is à more humble and . 
8 Poſture ·· much more expreſſive of our profound R 
55 verence of . God. ---- And the humble Poſture * 
6. bneeling, Na runz itſelf ſo plainly dictates, and ſo 
. powerfully prompts us to, that a Man, if he were 
t ſeft to himſelf, whenever ---- he makes his Requeſts 
c known to God, will hardly do it in any other - 
«unleſs when ſome affected Reſtraint is laid upon him. f. 
How towering 2 Flight! Vou do not pretend to ſay, 
that either CHRIST or his Apoſtles, ever enjoined, or Cons 
Gantly, or moſtly, uſed KuRELINMG at public Prayer; 
von mention ſeveral Inſtances from Scripture, Where 
STANDING was the Poſture. of ſome of the moſt ſolemn 
Addreſſes to Almighty Gop.---- Abraham $To0D + before 
_ #he Lord t, when = offered, up that humble Interceſ- 
ſion for Sodom. Of the Lavites. and all the Prieſts, tis 
| ularly recorded, that they ſtoad ud; and all the 
—— called upon to ſtand up, and bleſs the Lord 
their God, in 5 Addreſs to Heaven, Nebem. 
ix. 23 3, 4, 5. An Addreſs of deep Humiliation, Con» 
feſſion, Deprecation, and Covenanting with Gon, one 
ef the moſt ſolemn that ſtands upon ſacred Record; tis 
here no leſs. than four ſeveral Times expreſly menti- 
| ne, 
I Leu. II. pas 66, 67, 69, 73. + Gen. xvii. 9 
1807 1 8" SGT 13+ »= 5 20 +: 5 


— I 


- 


— 


8 


Ko 
- 


* 


4 


two Men praying 
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* tide.” . With all this: Evidence glaring” full in your 


ſive of our profound Reverence 
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too debaſe it, by directing Men to srAu 


re „ the Poſt % in which 
Worſhip was offered up. Maſer and Saivekare e p 
ſented as STANDING before Gop, when making their molt 
humble and importunate Interceſſions with him; Fery | 
xv. T. When dur Saviouk in his [Parable repreſents 
im the Temple, STANDING (is the Poſture in 
which be deſcribes them, Luke xvili. 58 0 1 Vea bins = 
ſelf in expreſs Words has, if not actually joined, vet e 
moſt fully declared his Approbation f chis Geſture, - 
Mark xi. 25. Mben ye $TAnD praying, Forgive: Final 77 | 
when the primitive Chriſtians, it is acknowledged on I 
Hands, every Lord's Day, and at all other Times be- 
twixt Eaſter and Whitfuntide, univerſally'prayed SA 
ING, and NEVER kneeled at their public Devotions, We 
ſequently, by the Way, not at ihe Lord's-ſupper: 9 «Di? 
Hominico nafas ducimus, &c. fays Tertullian. Oh Oh #bd - 
6 Lord's: DAY we account! it %'S1x'to worſhip KNA 
«which Cuſtom we alſo obſer vs fm Eaſter 0 Whitſun⸗ 


Face, Sir, you have the I Mrunte, ſhall I call it, or dody 
it deſerve ſome other Name; very ſmarily to reprehent# | 
us for STANDING at our publick Prayers; and to eallirw  *' 
Debaſement of our Worſbip---- to-affirm that łnesling iss 
MORE humble and honourable Poſture ---- MUCH, ont exproſe | 
of Gop----# great IVE 
NENT: of public Worſbip, and that it adds a afiva! Bb ; = 
and SPLENDOR 10 ff - Surprizingly enthuſfaſtic! Wee 
Abraham, and Moſes, and Samuel, and Nebemiab; and all 
the Prieſts, and 1006 People, DEBASE the divine Wers 
ſhip, When they  srooD' before Gob, and made tei? 
ſolemn Addreſſes to him. Vea, 2 ow ] 


= 


Had you happened, Sir, to have been? he 7. 45 
of 2by Apoſtles, you could dave helped ihem to eltabif nx 
Ciriſtion w ſbß upon a greatly-inmprov #6, ure Deu! 
and perfect Plan; and babe Nenn 5 Mok amis 
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— 58 * comms Simde wt 
y to public Prayer, which it never came into tei 
Minds to Mom the Diſciples.----But as our Bibles at 
preſent ſtand; and God and Jeſur Chriſt have left us at 
full Liberty to offer up our Prayers either Standing or 
Kneeling, you will excuſe us if we are not ſo ſtruck with 
your additional e as to give ourſelves up blindfold 
I to its Charms. N N 7 n I Url: 83370 4 Molt Di {pt 
But it) ſeems we are inconſiſtent, in condemning fame 
of your Ceremonies, when at the ſame Time we. readily. 
conform ourſelves to others: Vea, have Ceremonies: 
lene: and practiſed among ourſelves.” 6 Such, you 
«.-ayer, we have, tho“ we ſeem not to know it: Such 
as Uncovering our Head when we enter either your: 
Churches, or our own Meetings f. But you are 
Kill «6: walking inthe Dark, Sir, as you. juſtly repreſent: 
yourſelf, <* and encountring with Ghoſts,” 1. The Diſſen* 
115. have no: ſuch Cuſtom of Uncovering their Heads | 
when they enter into their Meeting» Places, unleſs in Time 
of Worſhip; no Notion of paying Reverence to Timber 
and Walls; no Miniſters amongſt them who have Senſe 
or Grace enough to-conſecrate a Piece of Ground: And 
when they uſe this Ceremony at Entring your Churches, 
6 J allure; you, purely as a civil, not at all a religious 
remony; a Compliment | paid, not in the leaſt ro the 
Building, but entirely to our 800d Brothren, whom we : 
would not needleſly offend. 0 
"11.65; Kneeling. at Ordination,”. the nent Ceremony you 
mention, tho generally uſed amongſt us, was never b 
believe.impoſed. If the Perſon to be ordained- ſcrupled 
5 * Paſtures: he would, yithout all Doubt, be EY 
| #0 ſta aur: | 
As for the ſecret Ceremonies which. you ſuſpe8, but 
will not poſitively affirm, to paſs at ſtriking the Co- 
. venant bet wixt us and our Paſtors, which you once 
and again mention, let your Suſpicions on that Head, 
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merz not have ever heard of any (ſuch; ee F : 

now — amongſt us: Ne uaded, that " 
al od Ghurchesz. nor one in f ! Hundred 00 e 
ſach Thing. g. eee ee 1: | nr W127 ee 3 
44 In Bange againſt Jour Surplic, 1 put, what uo — 
« call, he Ceremony. of our; long-/weepi 10 „„ 
the leaſt Attention would; have * ry, es to =. — 
far from parallal. Our Miniſters are at full Liverry, 3 
either to d or diſuſe the one: Are yours % a8 t hs 
other ? Did gou-ever begr of 0 6 learned | ous Paſtors E 0 
amongſt us ſilenc d, rejected, and er. impriſon & 
for refuſing.the ſweeping-Cloak 2... But, have . ney . y 

heard of your - Hoopers, Sampſons, L 
iſh a, 27 | 


hundred other Miniſters, Men. of diſtingui 
and Uſefulneſs. in your Church, ho, —5 been 
— Shoe —_—y in — 15 — 9, de aig: le 
veuſly harraſs rupling your Surplice and Cap? 
Have you never heard of many Churchet for ſaken, and 
mut up ig London, and of numerous Congre Hans, 
both: in City and Country, deprived: for.a long hie = 
Sacraments and publick Worſhip, by the: rigorous ins 3 
poliing; of 9our Hahige 6m thei. 1 And if ie 
oft celebrated Divine was now to offer ole in 

ang of. your Churches, but refuſed t went, g Surplices. 
muſt he not, by your. |Canans, he ſet aſide ar 87990 75 1 
Had our Cloak. been the Occaſion. ofs thon *, _— 
of the Diſtractions and Confuligns im che cle 8 
Surphce-has been, and Jwept ſo Manz wortfly, * 
y and:Liviags.4n, it.; wedhould- 
have had the Grace, 1 hope, ſaon, to. ren, 0 2 Ll 85 


eme f Deſtruct ion, and to have doon 5 1 
16 But * the — mg.the (GN Chriſtian. . \ Mein | 4: _ 
*..the:Penſ ſon bapt 9. ſeriouſly, Ed 8 
iber ſolid . Cerempnies amongſt „ 


ask, “ 1s it not an Addition to the Sacramen t. F. I; 3 
N ee * „ 
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4 not an apf, 7 Vo e I ſee yau fille. 
| Baſe me, Sir, I could not help ite! your Argument 
vite new, and really ſurpriſtd me with its: Solidity 
* Weight. Ves, Sit, I own'it an Audition, an Impo- 
Fiion, and a very ridiculous one too. And ſhould any 
Miniſter of outs pretend to add, or to inipoſojthis Ce- 
remony upon bis'People'; and forbid them to call the 
Child by its Name till it was baptiſed; you may be af- 
_ be would ſoon meet with the Difregard and Con- 
His 8 deſetved. When you baptiſe 
you give their Names in that Ceres 
mon) ? Or do 5ou not only call them by Names before 
wen ? The ſame, 1 apprehend, is the Caſe as to Chil: 
Fer amor ſt us. 3 Ik | 0 123696 
As for che Ceremonies in e - theſe, you Juſtly 
obſerve; we conſider only as civil FCotenipice; and the 
Prieft as a civil Officer; appointed by the Magiſtrate to 
officiare in this Affair. 12 d end eng Rites the 
Magiſtrate preſeribes in Matters of a e we 
think it our Duty-reverently to obſerve. But, “ the 
« Magiſtrate! preſcribe !” Vou with Aden dene re- 
ply, * For Gob's Sake how does the Magiſtrate here 
preſcribe the Rites and Ceremonies of Marriage, 
44 1 than the other Nites and Ceremonies of che 
«© Church f'!”” But could not a Gentleman of yoùr Diſ- 
cernment perceive a Difference here ? Is che Form of 
| Marriage anywhere inſtituted by our Saviousy or a Part 
of Chriſtian Worſbip 5 as Baptiſm and the Lord's Suppet 
ate? May we nöt therefore own the Power of the ci 
dil Magiſtrate to appoint Rires and Fm fort the Cole. 
—— the one, but not ſo a to the v1 hey? By pre. 
on! Wipe de e the Magiſtrute ats in his 
Charakter, and rules in bir own Kin 


But by autho- 
e preſcribing Rites ig andthe Lord's' Sup- 
- we” humbly -appretiend, E"extends: beyond the 
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Lon farch er pers Zn e 1 
any (c monies in the. { urch-of.. GOD in the mie it of the 
Ce. ll © Adminiſtration. c f. divine Inſtitution ; termix't 
the e with paſtoral Ex tations, holy Prayers F . 
| af: © © nedictions.“ But why, Sir, fo altoniſh's; Das you 


never. tate an OaTH in 3 civil Court. of Judicature ? 
And did not the Perſon wha. aqmmiſtred this SACRED 
Rite, give you a paſtoral Eubortat ion, accompanied with - 
an boly Frayer, and a ſolemn Benediction, piouſly invoking 
on you God's Bleſſing and Help? And as to the Place, 
do SR you call the Gre of 0% where Marriage is ſa- 
lemnized.;- you might have pleaſed to remember, that 
the Conſecration. of Timber, and the Sanckity of Walls, 
is a Point 8 e for Diſſenters Underſtanding ; and 
that. in their Opinion all Places are alike holy, and that 
no Bui eee arth 8 the, high Honour of being 
e. 
"The fame rH — e as to the Ceremonies of 
Burial, our Compliance with which you alſo briskly re- 
fort upon us. Is Burigl-of the Dead, Sir, a, CHRISTIAN 
Inſtitution ? Any Part of the Religion or Worship of 
Cbriſt ? Is it —— a political Ri Thing? Ves; 
and as ſuch only. we view it: and conſider the Perſon 
who officiates, as one appointed to. this Office, direBed, i in- 
Menge, and maintained by the STATE: _ 
* 38 you MS Ef ofeſſedly . an [vane or great 9 
came you, Sir, to llide over 
, one of the greateſt and mat po- | 
— to this Of | al ? # indeed, is Hot ous | 
only, but an Goſs 0 ion. of ſome of the moſt; illuſtrious 
Members of your. own. Church. Were you conſcious x -o- 
the objeed Paſſages.were: incapable. of Defence, and . 
— prudentiy let them drop? ws OM 
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There are but three Ca 8 7 1 know, Sir, in which 
your Church refuſes this ſolemn fic of Burial, viz. 'to 
thoſe who die unbaptiſed, to Selt-Murtherers, and to 
thoſe who are under Sentence of the ter Excom. 
munication. As for all other Perſons which are brought 
to the Church-Yard, it very ſtrictly commands you, even 
under Pain of Suſpenſion, by Canon 68, that you uſe over 
them the Form preſcrib'd by the Common- Prayer. Now, 
hence it comes to paſs, that over ſome of the moſt 4. ft 
Bandon d and profligate of Mankind; over Men who fc 
have been cut down in a Courſe of open Impiety by a /{ 
ſudden and untimely Death; or who even fell by the ? 
Hand of Fuſtice for ſome black and atrocious Crime; ,. 
over theſe, I ſay, your Church, and E ſay it with Aſto- iſ t 
niſhment, directs and commands you moſt ſolemnly ro f. 
declare, That almighty God of bis Great Mexcy bag ta- p 
ken to himſelf the Soul of this your dear Brother. You give I 1 
"God hearty Thanks that it hath pleaſed him to deliver bim 
"out of the Miſeries of this ſinful World: And you pray ll 
God, that when you yourſelves ſhall depart out of this Life, 

] 


you may REST IN CHRIST, as your Hope is this your Bro- 
ther doth. This is what your Church commands you ſo- 
. Jemnly to ſay over zverY Perſon brought to be buried, * 
the three Caſes above excepted. So that if the Man 


42 happen'd to be killed in the very Act of committing 
= Murder, Adultery, or a Rape: Or for either of theſe 
3 Crimes dies upon the Gallows an impenitent hardened 
Wretch, whom Vengeance ſuffer d not to live; yet con- 
cerning him you are to declare, that Almighty God bath 
zn GREAT Mexkcy faken him to himſelf ; Tho' he died a 
Victim to public Juſtice, and was taken away in Frath. 
You are to give God hearty Thanks, that be bath taken 
this your Brother out of the Miſeries of | this ſinful World: 
Tho” you have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, that he 


is gone down to Realms of greater Miſery below. And 
Jou are to profeſs before God, that you Hope the Man 
"RESTS IN CHRIST, and pray that you yourſelves may reft 
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in Chriſt inthe-fiins Mer. tas your Bröther Joth; 
when you hive all the Grounds in the World to think 
he diad in bis Sint, and is therefore not gone to be with 
Chriſt, where nothing” that is defiled can ever be ad- 
mitted. Strange! and extremely ſnocking! what can 

the People think, Sir! what muſt Infidels and Dis 
think! when they hear you in the Morning denounc- 
ing from the Seriptures certain Death and Deſtruction 
from the Priſence f Gon, to all vicious and corrupt Fer- 
ſons; and aſſuring them that without Holineſs do MAN 85 
ſball ſee the Lord: But in the Evening from the CoπmꝶqfꝶñmñK 
Prayer, ſhall hear You, the sau PERsoN, declaring be- 

fore Gob, your Horz of the eternal Happineſr of one of 

the moſt debauch'd and profligate Men your Pariſh af- 
fords; and ſending him hence with all the lofty Ex- 
preſſions of Confidence and Hope, as you would a Per- 

ſon of the moſt ſhining and exemplary Lifſfgmme. 
Do you imagine, Sir, People do not think? Can ou 
wonder De1sM prevails ? That the Prieſthood is ridiculed?z z? 
And that your good Sermons are no more effectual to re- 
form a corrupt World? To me this appears (and doubt- 
leſs it does the ſame to thouſands of your o]˙õ Church) 
a moſt indecent Proſtitution of your ſacred Characte 
and Office; a Trifling and Prevarication in Things of 
everlaſting Moment; and a fatal Snare to the Souls of 
Men: Who ſeeing their debauch'd Neighbour diſmiſs' d 

to the other World with ſuch Confidence of his good Ef 
tate, ſuppreſs; their juſt Fears, and ſay, [ſhall have Peace, 
tho! I add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt. + A ads Jo pant 3 -. 


But there is a further very ſtrange and extraorfinary 

Circumſtance attending this Matter, viz. That it makes 

your Church perform, not to ſay 4 Miracle, hut ſome - 

thing very like it, if not greater than that, for it damn: 

and ſaves the ſame individual Perſons. Whom it damns 

when living, it ſaves when dead. Arians and-Sorintans, 

vou know, Sir, your Church declares wrrnaur Do 
10 periſb everlaſtingly. But ler theſe very Men die, and 

OF ®. Toe. e N 2 + OY += 43%. JOUT 


our Church aifolemply CLI] that Gop hath em 
por taken them to himſelf, and that it nopEs they R 
Cunts Can auy Thias be more trau ſcendant and 
marvellous than this! That the Man whom I pro, 
nounce wrrncur DOURT. 40 he damned, I yet. norm tha 
be it ſaves, 1. e. I hope without Hope. 
But vou would eſtabliſh, not only the Uſes; but the 
| Church's divine Right, of —_ Ceremonies from! the 
Inſtance: of the boly Kiſs f. The {ifs ef Charity 


„ uſed in the Apoſtolic Church, you ask, was it a Rite | 


& of divine A ppointment, or was it not? I anſwer 
you, that I —.— this Kiſs of Charity cannot pro: 
periy be called a divine Inſtitution, nor be ſaid to be 
ordained by the Apoſtles. The greeting with à Kiſs, 
was an ancient eſtabliſned Uſe, not only amongſt the 
Jews, but the Gentile, Nations alſo. This Uſage there - 
fore, or Ceremony, was not ordained by the Apoſtles, 
but only by their Advice regulated and directed to a 
moral and religious End. Tis as if they had ſaid, 
Tis your Cuſtom when you meet, to ſalute each other 
with a (Kiſs; ſee that it be a pure, a chaſte, or holy 
Kiſs, a Token of naſrgned run E riendibip = 
Peace: | 
4.) %- Butiif. this Demeayia the. 50 Kiſs, was not of 
c divine Appointment. <<: (which probably, you ſay, is 
kr the Truth of the Caſe) but a merely eccleſiaſtical 
* prudential Inſtitution, ordained by the Apoſties with» 
cut any Precept from the Lord, or any particular 
cc Direction of the Holy Spirit; --+ Then, Sir, _ with - 
out the leaſt Heſitation ſay, it was not at all obligatory 


ee npon the Conſciences of Chriſtians ; they might, 


might not practiſe it, without ſinning againſt 
Gon. Even the Apoſtles had no Dominion over the Faith 
and Practiſe of Chriſtians, but what was given them by 
the ſpecial Preſence and Spirit of CHRIsr, the only Law- 


giver, Lord, and Sovereign of the Church. They were | 
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tion of OHRAISsr. Baut if they? 
Church (which I can by no Means ad 


wihout the 


peculiar Influence and Direction of 'this Spirit, (i e as | # 


merely fallible unaſſiſted Men) in that Caſe their Jn? 
junctions had no Authority over Conſeienee:? \Every 
Man's 'own Reaſon had Authority to examine and diſ- 
cuſs their Injunctions, and as they approved themſelve 
to his private, Judgment, to obſerve 1 not. Should 
ve grant then what you ask That the Church in 


«. the preſent Age, has the ſame Authority and Power 


as the Church in the apoſtolic Age, conſidered a6 not 


being under any immediate and extraordinary Gaids 


90 —— —— Ghoſt. % What will yon gain by 


5 ir? This ſame Authority and Power, 1s you fee, Su; 


really no | 
7505 


ver nor Authority at all. 5 


* but you will repreſent the real State of it, aud chen 
Cz ew that we really as much want it ourſelves*”'.. We 
will-attend * 
not too ſevere// You acknowledge that the Diſct> 
8 the Church is of 

6 Edifieation of its Members; and thmat the Fault 1 
«4 unpardonnble willen Church Governors bet it falk 


ce through ſupine Careleſneſs ard: Neglect b That 
great Proſtration of Diſeipline in the Church 
That it ian pn , Fb 


6 there is 2 
{of England + 
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of the Times are evidemtly tio 


6: for-it tes: thoſe who ſit at the/Helm,; fund 
againſt: che ime 
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prudent not to bear up too much 2 
-petuoſity«of- the Storm, but to give Way till the 
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under the Influence of that 
Srinir, was to be conſidered and obeyech as the Inſunc? 


any! Thing in the 
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&- Want of which you ſay, is objected to your Ch 


your own Account of it, which to be ſure is 


great Moment towards the 
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r of Perfection bn under a general Res 
“ Jaxation. . That your People are often indulg d in 
4 all cheit- unreaſonable Demands and diſorderly Ways; 
ci to prevent their putting in Execution their Threats; 
en thut they vill: go to the Meeting: ----» And: finally, Pas 
you have at leaſt; the Shadow and Form of Diſci. 
, pline, arid truſt in emen dry Bones will ont 
* Day live f. 0) Ny UN en Pot zn: an 
This, it muſt be owned, is very iogenuoufly and 
frankly ſpoken. And can you blame then the Diſſon- 
ters, Sir, for joining themſelves to Churches,” where that 
gediy Diſciple | is obſerved, which you confeſs to be of 
To great Moment to the Ediſication of Chriſtian People; 
and which your Church is continually wish but never 
attempts to have reſtored?: But here you retort, and in- 
timate ar great a Want of Diſcipline amongſt us. 
What are there no ſcandalous Sinners, yo ask , 
ce no Fornicators, Adulterers, Extortioners, c. re- 
«ceived into your Churches! I maſt beg your Pardon 
be if 1 demur upon this} For I could bbwete perde 
w the Doors of the Meeting were ęver ſhut againſt 
Any. And if ſuch profligate Perſons be not admitted 
« to ſit at the Lord's Table, they need not fear being 
admitted to all' other Parts: of yout Worſhip. E 
And is not this, Sir; eradlöy righr 5. Ouglhit not dur 
Church - Doors to be always pt open, that H]e ver Will 
may come, and be Witneſs to our Way of Worſhip. 
Such profiigate Perſons therefore ma come, if they 
leaſe, and hear their Sins reproved, and be exhorted: to 
Epe -ftanice and Amendment of Life. They are then; 
— they ought to be, under the preaching of th 
Word; - the Means appointed by Gop, to convince and 

reclaim the profligate and corrupt. Were not the:Dpot# 

of the Church of Corinth kept open in the Apaſt it's Days} 

for Inſidelt to dome in, and be preſent at their Worſhip: 

) nne . 8. 3 e elne 
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No, they dare not refuſe the moſt:inipious 


5 OF 


Vid. f Ca.» xiv. 28. 1 to oz A the Long h | 
partake. of the Children's Bread, you ſeem convinced 
that in our Churches,: ſuch profligate Perſons are not ſuf- 
fered ta come. And is not this: the trust Order add D 
cipline of the Chriſtian Church? Bur . Is it the ſume; 
Sir, in your Church? Are not ſome of the moſt profane 
and abandoned of Men, Rakes, Debauchees, Blaſphe 
mers of Gon, and Scoffers at all Religion, often” ſeen 
upon their Knees around your Commutiion Table; eating 
the : Children's Bread, and partaking of the þ0, 
to qualify for a Poſt? Dare your Miniſters: 


Elements 
uſe chem! 


the three Kingdoms afford, when he comes to dewanů it 
as al — — for an Office in the Army or Fleer. 
nd if in any other Caſe, the Prieſt denies the Sacra 
"00 the moſt infamous Sinner dwelling in his Pariſh, 
if the Man, upon an A war to the ecoleſiaſtizal 4 
can ſecure the Favour of the Lay -· Chancellor, he may ſe." 
cately defy both the Miniſter and che Biſhop'to' kee 
him fram Ss Lord's Table. The Chancellor's Detetmi- 
nation ſhall ſtand in Law, though 'contrary to he Bj: 
ſbop's. 31 and the Miniſter: be liable to a Suſpenſion, fot 
refuſing Compliance; and if be is contumacious; and 
will not give the Man the Sacrament, even 'to'Bxeont- - 
munication itſelf. How; Sir, do you reconcile this with 
your affirming, e That your Pariſh 
< Power as any Prechyterian or congregational Miniſtt# 
G. to repel open and ſcandalous Sinners from the Lord? 
Fable ? ff Or how with ehe #1 eee the 
* Lay- Chancellor as à Perſon by the Bilhor', ; 
“not ta do any Act that is PS N but onh 
& to be his Aſfiſrane in bis eccleſiaſtical and judicial 
% Proceedings'+ 2”: R 
Is —— ſuprims e 10 ne 
Court, not liable to be reſtrained or directed by the Bi- | 
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Prieſt has as mut 


ſbop. in his jadicia l Proceedings? Does he not finally and 
aholuteiy determine on Caſes of Excommunication, ſove- 
reigoly:dire& who ſhall be received to, and who caſt out 
from Chriſtian Fellowſhip and Worſhip at the Table f 
the Lord? And is not this an Act as purely ſpiritual, a8 
important and momentous, as any done in the Church? 
Mauſt not hig Sentence take Place without Controul, and 
is the Miniſter in publiſhing it any other than his Ser- 
vant, appointed by Law to put it in Execution ? ft 
Will you pleaſe to hear, Sir, the Sentiments of a great 
Prelate of your Church, upon the Point in Debate. 
«If there be any Thing in the Office of a Biſnop to be chal- 
c lenged peculiar to themſelves, certainly it ſhould be 
« this (ſpeaking of Excommunication) yet this is in a 
Manner quite relinquiſhed to their Chancellors ; Lay- 
e men, who have no more Capacity to ſentence or ab- 
% ſolve: a Sinner, than to diſſolve the Heavens or the 
Earth. And this pretended Power of the Chancellor, 
fe. is ſometimes purchaſed with a Sum of Money. Their 
« Money periſh with them ! Good Gop ! what à horrid 
&:\Abwſe-1s this of the divine Authority? But this no- 
Ev} toxious Tranſgreſſion is excuſed, as they think, by 
his, that a Miniſter called the ;Biſbop's Surrogate, but 
is indeed the. Chancellor c Servant, choſen, called, and 
©. placed there by him, to be his Crier in the Court, 
* no better; that when he hath examined, heard and 
Ff ſentenced the Cauſe, then the Miniſter, forſooth, 
« pronounces the Sentence. Juſt as if the Rector of 
7 Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any of his Congre- 
F gation, and lock him out of the Church, then comes 
ec che Cerk, news and jingles the Keys, that all may 
<..take Notice) that he is excluded. And by this his 
Authority, the Chancellor takes upon him to ſentence 
not only Laymen, but Clergymen alſo brought into his 
ere ongccc nncasr p—cecn—ncn—s 
2 pay r Biſhop of Hereford, Naked Truth, Gc. 
+ 2 085 . e eee 7 {2 | * 
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eb him be, gone, for TY Pen f ja: 

% Thing and eee e oy | 

« ed by. this Biſhop's, Predeceil; 

K. poor Biſnop out of the; of urt.. 1 Te 

Perſon, Sir, whom you have the C E. ,0, ept 

as en aſſumed by the Biſhop, not . —. AT that 

fim rag: bus ONLY, 10 be bir Lee in dir Judich 
d 


Proceed df: 2quT70 16 os? Ie ein 
But ab We are nom upon the Head of Diſciplines apd 
the Law; galled the Ts7 is a, Battery wh 18 „Has beat 
down all its Fences around your, Church, and 1 4 
Sen Advocate {or that Law, you will 75 me here, 
Sir, to enlarge a little upon that Poin Lo, nd to ask: 
How you gan bear to ſee the DE, eſplation, i it has 
made of your godly. Dei, Wal 0 5 entment apd 
Brief? Can you be jealous, Sir, or che! enden and 
Honour, of your Church, and zet patiently, view it lying 
in this polluted and common State? Its, Incloſures broken 
— —— ened e tigu 
„ Men, for 4ibeiſts, pr and the moſt, 
and avowed,Sinners, t0 lie-ſecurely in its. Boſora, to ſuc 
A in ee 7 numbered and, cheriſhed amopelt | 
l oſt be meg. 9 105 opens And. t 
a os — 4 — the World as and go 
 ſtians, by being ſuffered 46, corp dt Web 
bbe, Lond. 19 2 P. ge ad 200: N N 
„Bot why,.di 6 1fay fff p 970 Ny out, 
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ine, would 140 7 5 wo, back 8 e 
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ESR EL]. 1 
to ddd to their other (9) this. Prevarication with 
| Almighty Gov, and Affront to asus CET, and — — 
to run a dreadful _ > of and driviking u 

ta themſelves. ir All lies at Stake: owe 


For be given up to Beg Want. Away 
re por be given up They 42 Tuble, 


a pittike of the {ave Tant with Cotiſciencel 
H. * ers all covered wich Guile. A Zint bs 
Wo wilf fay, perhaps, it is their own Fault, ; ef 
might have refuſed" to cume. They might; indeed, if 
they would hive joſt their Poſts, their Subfiftence; their 
ead-----Bat can ib Church reaſonably" enpect ſuck 
Sacrifices as theſe, from Men of corrupt Minds 7 15 
ſde then in 10 Fault, in laying Men under ſuch ſtrong, 
almoſt invincible Temptations, to this odious' H ly 
and Profanation of hey ' Things? Is ſhe not Highly cul 
pable, for opening her Boſom to receive Men of im. 
por ee aden ta all the /acred * — tolrnng * 
1 which belong only o face "Cl 
Yea, for owning before the World as warthy'and Tr 
Chriſtians, Pirſont whom the World ſees, -p hon 
Cburch herſelf 'canhot but fee menen the —— 
of Cirtsr, and to live 1 t of bis 
Ai Laws? wh If 202 ES 8 us 
And what Relief, Sir, has the unhappy Miniftes, & 
whom as Steward in Gov's Hoſe, it is required” that ie 
Fog FAITHPOL, and who'i vis er for hjs'CohduR- 
to har” Relief, T as 


ow Hit Ne ui er of Chriſtian Fellows , 
Dip, and of Gaps 14 85 Sh * pong note ar alfs 
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7 
vit and color of b rg — oughit n 
oy and -Zealoufly'-promore' the Repeal! of: 1b w. A 
Law, which whatever: was its original Intention; hats 
tuft in its Application, let in Hike ia: Flobdgate oper your 
ray ff Church, the Diegs of the human Reer I Lin; which. 
Je: though firſt dsh 0d only 'the imdref effedaliy te 
ces vent all Danger to the-Conftivation' from / Pr 1 
Pby an unnaturat Pervertou bf it, Hattaally 
down all-Diſtinition eſtabliſnd- by dibine: Adthe 
bet wixt Sacred and Profane Has a ended 
Profligates into the moſt boy Places of your Tem; 
and brings Deiſts and Debauchees to ent ut the Tort 
Table amongſt the Children of his Heuſeto- Let 
ask you, Sir, in the Name e ee eee Milter 
and Judge, doth not chi Lam us now! gerede 
ſion the moſt notorious 
ment of his Religion? Is not its (avowgs Ten 
deney and Uſe, to pervert an Luiſtiturion of ar Strong 
Endo, mot only: quite different,” but even” 20 
tboſe for which H a dit 2 „It nog making 
THAT a pohtical Inſtrument to divide Chriſtians; c 
Cnxis r inſtituted as a velgit ln ſtrumont c U e 
unite them: Muſt it not he bigbly odieut und effunee 
to Almighty Go, to ſee àn % Safin WI s 
Wiſdom hath ordained ſor ſpirſtuał bt ation.» oi 
Purpoſes, thus proſticuted,: enen, "ride am Bugine | 
and Tooliof State, em 
tuate Differences wn je 
debaſed, not co 
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Proſtitution of tho dar en 


wo mne wares 4 he! H n e n r 8 
ſtraint upon us und Wa 


enk. lee and A 
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Se l 
e Curt 6, would 5 extremely apt to corp | 
A — and to, — prudjcal Religion — decay; “ 
and that it would really rather injure than ſtrengthen 
on Intereſt. I have never therefore, as a Diſſenter, ©. 
been at all ſolicitous for the Repeal. No, Sir, ſo far!“ 
from this; that Sui, I allom myſelf to hate and wiſh il * 
to the Church, L would moſt heartily wiſnh it pertinaci - © 
duſly to hold faſt this ſhameful. Cotruptinn.” J would e. 
wiſh it; by no Means, to give up this open Profanation I us 
_ of the Authority and Name of Chriſt; this Proſtitution I % 
and Perverſion of an holy Sacrament of his Religion; 
this Deſtruction of all Diſcipline ;' this open Door for the F 
Recep tion of the moſt Abominable and Profane to itt 57 
moſt "holy Myſteries and Riten: This, I I wiſh'd it ill; I *" 
would earneſtly, wiſh-your Church infexibiy to conti V 
44 nue g not doubting but, if long continued, it will ſure: Ill 
ly at length bring — it the heavy Anger of A.. 
migbey Gon; the juſt Reſentment and. Jealouſy of a I *: 
deſpiſed and inſulted Sa vioua; and the deep Scorn aud b. 
Contempt of: all wiſe and thinking Men. * a 
11> Whillk:3hie-Law-continues,'Sir, in its preſent Appli- |f | 
\  =© gation, vaurſelf cannot but ſee, that your Diſe iſci —— | 
"  - Dedeſfirily lie ſcandalouſly, proſtrate; ruin'd; — d. 'Tis 
" iopoſiible you can maintain, hardly the Sbadom and 
um, much leſs the Spirit of primitive eceleſiaſtic G- 
 »Fernment- Vour boly Abingt muſt lie common, vilely 
| 1 under Foot. Of all Fperſons in the Land there- 
»the\Glergy, ſhould be the firſt, to labour with all 
Might che Repeal of this unhappy Law. A Law, 
mow cannot but be ſuppoſed terribly to bear hard upon, 
did wound the Conſciences of many of them: And 
- Which 2 them to ſo ſervile a Proſtitution of their 
ere BS: cet but load it with: Seat Ivfamy and 
: blow K Eil cdl Wa Anis geil 
+ En Yoo: tell me =, 4 That yon will engage, finple —. 
WER Tee 
© "Bae? Les, . l. Wide n * Net e es + 
mo) | fit. 


* * T 


* 


DJ 1 
u fit. heres dhabbis Law ſhal — ind 
Y *“ capacities remov d, when we will lay down our Ra- 
„ mity to the Church, that is in ſhore to one half Fart 
nter « of the Conſtitution.— For Church and State here in 
far “ England are ſo incorporated and united, that they 
Þ in“ have, like the married Pair, the ſame Friends and En- 
aci. “ emies; and ſtand or fall: together.“ cannot pres 
ould tend to ſay, Sir, how ſimpie you ſat there; when you ave. 
tion us this Aſſurance, but I would to an N. — al 
ion; tand up, and make it good. For, 77 (7 
1. Are you ſure that the Church i is really any nt, 
Part at all, much leſs the Half Part of che Brit Con- 
$TITUTION': Or, that Church and State are ſo married 
and inter woven, that they muſt ſtand or fall together? 
Many, Sir, beſides ä will think, that this is 
very partial and wrong Repreſentation of our moſt ex- 
cellent Frame of Government. Let any one in his Im! 
4 ©] agivation annibilate the Form of our preſent Churcb. Let 
nd bim ſuppoſe its Liturgy, Clergy; Articles, Canons, with 


Land; its immenſe Revenues applied in Eafe:of our heas 
vy Taxes, and for the Payment of the publie Debtsz 

and Preachers paid only by voluntary Contributions, a6 
they are amongſt us. Would the — hereby ſuſtain 
ſo eſſential: a Loſs, that it could not thence-forwardipoſs 
fibly . ſub/iſe 2 © What ! would the Britiſh Monarchy be 
overthrown-+-Qur Courts of Judicature be ſhut up the 


Commeree and Trade ſtagnate----becauſe what. you 
call the Church is no more? Romantick and abſurd 4 
No: The Frame of our happy Government, both'ci- 
vil and military, might remain the very ſame: find ο%”ꝓ 
wilt give me leave to obſerve on the fone Occaſions - 
that in one Part of this Kingdom, thoſe who profels 


lity and Ceremonies, are almoſt to a Man N ; 
avowed mier of our IE civil * 
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all its Ceremonies and Rites, entirely vani/h'd from ths 


Courſe of Law be ſtoppꝰ d · Parliaments no more meer ; 


themſelves to be of your Church, as to ita external Po. 5 


. 


have riſendn: un 
ity, and 


ajainſb his aſks wh 
cis with 9 mr Fury Italian, andi fnc 


Maje 
home · bred Papiſts, in their: e to ſubyertÞ{hc 


the Proteſtant Religion and Liberties. 2:15.16..5 
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* 2. This Deſtru#ion of ithe Church of Eagles Whatf ho 
the 


we by no Means wiſh:'! May Gon in Merey prevent 
it, by cauſing het to Kader, Day, abe Things be. 


longing to her race. We bear it not Eumity; GOD 
as une. We wiſh it. from our Souls Glory, Pros. 


perity, Purity, Peace: The Glory of being formid ac. 
cording to the perfect Plan of — primitive apoſtolick 
Churob ;:purg'd of thoſe Things, which yourſelves know 
to be no: Parts of the. Religion of CuRIST I/ We wiſhirg 
fee it eſtaluiſb u upon the catholic and broad- Bottom, upon 
which alone it can ſtand im; even the ſcriptural Foun 
dation af the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him. 
{elf being its ony Lawgiver and King : And not upon 


the narrow Baſis. on which it now reſts, the Artioles aud 


Canons, i the Inſticutions; and Inventions of fallible and 
weak Men; on which it can never be ſtrongly and 
firmly fixt ;. Which are all, in the Apoſtle's Language, 
Wood, Hay, Stulie; whoſe: End ir to he burnt! We with; 
Sir, chat as it opens its Boſom, and admits the vileſt De- 
bauchees withdut demurring at their open Violation of 
God's Conmandr; ſo ĩt would charitably extend its 
Atms to take us into jits Communion, without inſiſting 
upon our Obedience to the Injunctions and Command: — 
Mart! Finally: we wiſh, that what God, in his Wit: 


alſoz in ber Wifdom, would be pleaſed to leave the ſame? 
That you would: not attempt to mend the Inſtitutiont 
of Jesus Curr: But would receive us into your Church 

vpon the ſame Terms and — Cancer and 
bis Apoſties wduld have received us into theirs; and as 
God will receine us into Heaven at laſtd Tdi, Sir, 1 
allure you, is al the Harm we with, the Chureh: Judge 


n n whether * it any Tant; and 


dom, hath been pleaſed to leave indifferent; your Chureh 


whether 
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e — which — e an ye 
ert Beal on this Condition be removed- 2 — un 


even the ſame Mind; that it would not at all leſſen either 
5 be. the Glory, Stability, or Proſperity of your Church, if 

if its Bounds were thus enlarg d, to admit the moderats Dil- 
err, who: ſincerely deſire ſo happy a Coalition.” 


around it. Popery is making dangerous and mighty 


when the Fame of your Church being toreibly: 
ened, we may 
Auxiliaries. But If we cannot. be ſo h 
to be caft out and rejected by our Brethren;; dur Cons 


be will ſurely, at the 
the Cauſe of the Injured: and Oppreſs d. wide. 
But to return to the Point of Diſcipline: 10 the ac- 
knowledged Irregularity of the Lay-· Chancellors in vo] 


fore the general Confeſſton at the Communion, did dt 
not direct? . Then 


came to be omitted 1 in the late Editions of: the Common "I 


Prayer; whether it is done accordingto"Law;'and"by: 
1 


Authori iry.of Patliament,z.. you, Sir, perhaps can ap- 
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i 25 And you will give me Leave, Sir, — and to io 
what hope, That there are Numbers af your worthy. Clergy of 3 


again be conſider'd as no deſpicable : 
as not | 


ſolation is this, that God yudgerd:on the Earth 5 and tha 
proper Seaſon; vindicate 4 plead 


Church, you õHdTfain““ put in BalancetheLay-Preachs 
e ing, Lay-Praying, and Lay- Ordination allowedmeur 
« Churches 7. To which I reply, that: in the Gens! 
rality of our Churches there is no ſuen Thing either al“ 
low'd, or ever done. Beſidesy if there were: Did note 
your o Uw ſet us thePaem? In the Rulricꝭ bei 8 


ſhall this general Confeſſion ir made, : 
in: the Name of -all thoſe that are to receive, either by;0nQw - 
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Enemies ſeem to multiply, and dark Clouds to riſe 0 


Inroads on the one Hands: and Daiſm on-:the"6thers rn 
There may come'a Time, as there formerly has beeny — 
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: The aggtiev'd. Perfon is by our Lord, you know, Mat: 


[74 1 


5 As to Laymen being an eſſential Part of all out 
. Conſiſtories and Synods; ſitting in them, and having 
- +. an equal Vote with Paſtors in all Buſineſs ---- No 


with them ſuſpending from the Lord's Table, c. +* 


This, Sir, is no other than the ſcriptural apoſtolic Plan! 


Xviji. 17. directed to lay bit Complaint before THE CuuRcn, 


i. c. the Congregation. of the Faithful? and if the Of» 


fender neglected to bear 1E CHUncE (the Congregation) 
admoniſhing and reproving him, he was then to be con- 


ſider'd as an beat hen Man and a Publican. So the cor - 


tupt Member, at Corinth, was to be ſolemnly excom- 


municated. How? Not by any particular Perſon, 
Chancellor or Biſhop; but it was to be the Act of the 
whole. Church. To the whole Body or Congregation of 
Believers in that City, St. Paul gives Directions, That 
when they were come” toget ber, they ſbould deliver ſuch an 
one to Satan. . And; that they ſbould put away from 


among ſt themſelves that wicked Perſon, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 134 


which Excommunication he afterwards calls a Puniſbment 
infliged by the uuNv, 2 Cor. ii. 6. So in that weighty 
and momentous Queſtion · How far the Gentiles were 
to ſubmit to the Law of Moſes? The Elders and Bre. 


tbren ate join d with the Apaſtles in the Deciſion and 


Decree, Acht xv. 23. The Laity therefore have a Right 


to be conſulted, and to judge, in theſe important Church: 


Matters, together with the Clergy; as they do, by their 
Repreſentatives, in what you call our Conſiſtoriet. But 


wich vou, Sir, a ſingle Laynmm ( this is the Abſurdity 
which you ſeem willing to loſe ſight of) I repeat it, 
d ſingle Layman, not only in Diſtinction from, but in 
Actual Oppoſiion to, the. Biſbop, and all the Church, both 


_  theſ& impo 


-Laity, has Authority to judge and determine 
important Matters; and excommunicates, or ab- 
ſolves 3 ſhuta out, or lets in, according to bis ſols 
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Twi, _ — 
And lere; Sir, let me ſtop A wg veils 3 
Point in Debate betwixt — Watts and Nauf — 


ſelf. As for the Lives of the Diſſenters, itho"-Gop 
knows' we have nothing whereof to haaſt, but 4 grest 5 

Deal that calls for Shame and Humiliation on this Headz 
yet whether we are quite /o.deep.immers'd in the De- 
juge of —— — and Vice, which/ſpreads 
over the Land. .. Whether the Blaſphemies: and Oaths, 
the Debaughery, Riot, and guilty Exceſſat, 5 which too ge. Ph 
nerally-prevail, be in Proportion to out Number, faund 


as rife amongſt us, as amongſt the Members af . 1 


eſtabliſh'd Church r maſt be left, and we freely leaue 


i, to the impartial World to: judge betwixt us. 287 5 2 


And as to fpecial Obligatiqns ang Avantages- for bl — 
Living, which you conteſt ſtrenuouſly ltr 
to lie on your Side; what: hath been * — „ 

on your ſeveral Offices for Confirmation, Abſolution of cus 
Sick, and Burial of the Dead, ſhews them, Irbumbly 
thin le, to have mee an ill. Aſpect upon the Marals:of 
your: People; gang rous and apparent I e ndeney, 
cheriſh; 1 — falſe. Hopes, andi ta give them wrong 
Notions of the Terms of Acceptance, and of Entranca ©: * 
into Heayen. And of the deplorable State ing mien 
your Hiſcipline lies (Which — — 5 


Enemy nend to wiſh, 4 ſadder Account chan yourſeſf H˙Si“ꝭ, 
given af it. Upon the whole therefore, Sir, I cannot 
think, the werthy Ooctor to deſerve Cen ſureuufor ate 
tempting to rouſe Diſemers from the languiſhing State 
of Religion amongſt them, by putting them in mind g 
the ſupttior Advuntages they enjoy d. and of . 4 
Obligations under Which chey manifeſtly lay to: greater - 
Holineſscefi Life. a n We rat eee, 
Vou ſeem not à little diſpleaſed: at its having been 
urged às a Reaſon for dur Dilſent, That your Church 
has ſhe wn a perſecutingspitit, andwich — 
—U— — —— æ4—æE—x — nenen 2 
. en: I. P 60, 61. | OY 
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drew this dreadful Storm of 


Ask Did we — any T 
„* O Members? Were you or your Fathers ever 
s ſecuted while they continued in the Church? 1 
vo were they driven out of it by thoſe Perſecutions? “ 
I 'cobfeſs, Sir, you quice ſurprize me by ſuch Queſtions 
as theſe. What! are you only /a Stranger in Britain; 
and have never heard of the bitter Sufferings of our 
worthy: Fathers the Puxrraxs ? With what Silencings, 
Peprivations, Fines, Impriſonments, and lingering and 
cruel Deaths, for more than an Hundred Tears, they were 
terribly harraſs d and oppreſs d by your Church ® Have 
Fe read, with a bleeding Heart, the unrelenting 
Kisgors of your Archbiſhops Parter, Bancroft, Mbitegift, 
Laud, under the firſt of whom above an bundred; 
— the ſecond, above thres hundred pious and learned 
Men, not only Members but {Miniſters of your Church, 
were ſilenc'd, ſuſpended, admoniſh'd, deprived, 9 
of chem loaded with grievous and heavy Fines, 
Mut up in filthy Jails, where they expired flowly.thro! 
Penury and Wanc? And — the Crimes which 
Vengeance on 
them? Nothing but rheir-Struples about the Surplici 
and the. Cap, about Bowing at the Name of - Feſus, about 
Obriſt Deſcent into Hell, and fagh- like EEE 
Points: 231 1 2112 40 MA 75 25 * $514): Mis Nr 12 734 
Hate you neveriread, Sir, what Deſdladons 1 aud 
brought upon our Fathers,- hiſt yet in your Church Þ 
How man) Hundredt of them were ſequeſtred, driven 
from their Livings, excommunidated, ted in the 
High-Commiſſion Court, and forced to leave the King» 
dom for not punctualiy conforming 10 all the Ceremo- 
nies and Rites; and not daring to tell their People, that 
they might laufully profane the Sabbath by Gambols and 
Sports; and to publiſh from their Pulpits the Permiſſion 
of the Ling to break' the Command f GOD . And yet 
you ask % Mere your Fathers — wbile bey 
Font inurũ in the Churob: * 
N „ d 8 0.) by [ 
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Bisnors? Wa not being ſuffet d to worſhip, quiet ly in 


low · Chriſtians -' or | 
omit a thouſand As of Cruelty, which; thro? ſeyerab 


ſucceſlive Reigosi our Fathers ſuffer d not only From, buo 
| -notjatilaſt,-in - 
a moſt arbitrary and-unrighteous Manner caſt owt at neee 


when actually in, be Church. Did ſh 
above twa Thouſand: of them, excellent ant pious Minis 


ſters, and abandon them and their ſtarving Families 


to great Poverty and Diſtreſs ? To beighten that Diſtreſs, 


did not your Church, by another Aor, baniſhthem five 
Miles from any City, Burroiigh; ot Church in which them x 
had before ſerved: and thereby put them at a proper 


Diſtance from their Acquaintance and Friends, (whe 


might miniſter to their Relief? Did ſhe not by andtbet 
Act forbid their meeting to worſbip God, any here but 


in your own Churches, under ttie Penalties of heavy Fines, 
Impriſonments, and Baniſhment to foreign Lands? 


ln Conſequence of theſe cruel ers, were not vaſt 


Numbers of pious Clergymen, our Forefathets (once tha 


Glory of your Church) with Multitudes of their Peoples 


laid in Priſons amongſt Thieves and common Maleſac- 
tors, where they ſuffered the greateſt Hardſhips, In) 
dignities, Oppreſſions; their Houſes were rudely rifled⸗ 
their Families given up to Beggary and Want. A 
«Eſtimate was publiſned of near eight: Thouſand Pro- 


ä teſtant Di enter ij who: had periſhed in Hriſon in thus 
« Reign: only of Charles II.. By ſevere Penalties in; 


flicted on themꝑ for aſſembling to worſhip Gon, th 


(«ſuffered in their Trade and Eſtates. in the. Compa 5 
« of a fe Vears, at leaſt two Millions; and a Liſt of 
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their native” Coun try, as cheit . Conſcienees directed 
ſought a peaceful Retteat from the Rage of their F 
t| more hoſpitable Indians. - To 


a Prey to hungry Informers, and 


Fray l wat „ the ſavage Deſarty of —, 
North America: Was it not the Thouſands: of .perſecated - - é 
and oppreſs d Families, Wo fled: from tyranniſing 


" 
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y Thouſand Perſons was taken, who had ſuffered. 1M 
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* gn religious Account, 
«>the Revolution'®.”- Benold, the Groans and the Blood 
of Miriads of oppreſſed Puritans, which cry beneath 
the. Altar, How long, O Loxd | But you are deaf to all 
their Groans ---- And with — W ako 
Wert your Fathers ever wet: 111120540 ee 
© 0 But the Presbytet an and Indepe ch 
4 have each in their Day of Power, 


I dovered as. cane; 


bad Spirit tis acknowledged, they have each ſhewn. ' But 
ſurely there is no Compariſon betwixt the Cruelties and 
Oppreſſions of your Church, and of theit 5. Your: let 
Finger,” has been thicker than their Loint. 
„ But whatever the Church may have been heretg- 
6 fore, you affirm, it is not no of a perſecuting Spirit: 
And that there is not the leaſt Appearance of its having 
diſquieted and oppreſſed any on Account of Religion, 
e for- more now than half a Century r. You had 
Sir, the famous Schiſm and occaſional Conformity 
Acrs, hictr long ſince that Date much diſquieted and 
d ur. The Teſt and the Corporation Acrs had alſo 
ſlipped- your Memory, which at this Time deprive; us 
bf valuable and important Privileges, to which as faithful 
Sudjects, and Members of the Common-wealth, we think 
we have a natural undoubted Right. 
The /preſent Governors of your Cburch indeed; 
i (Thank be to Heaven for it) are too wiſe and too 
righteous, to permit Perſecution to rage againſt us. But 
to tbeir Clemency and Juſtice, — to the kind and 
benevolent Spirit and Conſtitution of your Church, I 
humbly apprehend we owe it, that we — not at ibi 
Time ſeverely perſecuted; and oppreſſed. If the Aer of 
Uniformity, which to be ſure 2 tall a grand Pillar 
of your Church, is not a very unrighteous and perſe - 
S A Foods ar bot vel 
Vid. Neat's Hiſt. Purit. Vol. IV. «554+ Lett. III. 61. 
ag . III. l. % 64 — 115 hes AAQR A TA * 
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< and indeed more of that Spirit f. Too much of chat 
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(797, 1 
evting. - A; GEN of 13 Canons wha you kndw,, 's 
Sir, a very curſt and perſecuting Spirit. By the formers. 
« Whoever ſhall declare or ſpeak any Thing in the De«. 
« rogation or Depraving of the Book of Comman-Pr 4% 
or any Thing therein contained, or any Part thereof, he 
« ſhall for the ft Offence, ſuffer Impriſonment for ood | 
« whole Tear, without Bail or Maioprize z and for the 
&« ſecond Offence, be impriſoned durInG Lipe,? Here 
| affirm nothing, but appeal to the whole World; Lap. 
peal, Sir, to your own Conſcience, whether this be or-bs- 
not an uu and a perſecuting Aer ? By the latter, the 
Canons, a If any Man ſhall affirm any of the Thingscoms 
4 tained in the Book of Articles, Common Prayer, or 
Ordination; (in which yet there are many Things ac 
knowledged, by your own moſt. learned Divines, and? 
doubt not, by yourſelf, to need Alteration;) your IV, 
V. VI. VI * VIIich Canons, thunder out u pon hith: 
2 terrible Excommunication, ipſo facto *, by which he is td: 
be cut off as a cankered and rotten: Member, and not td 
be reſtored, till he hath repented and publickly- revoktd- 
his wicked Errors... Doth not this ſavour, * fe an anti- 2 
chriſtian and poſcomting Spirit? = . 
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* eee an N 15% adde, our 16s" Rarned pri. 
nate, Dr. Wake, has obſerved. Fir, That there is no Need in 
this Caſe, of boy Admonition, as where the Judge is to give! Sentepeeg , 
but every one is to take Notice of the Law at his Peril, and to ſe 8 
that he be not overtaken by it. And Secondly, That there i is no Need _<. 
« of any. Sentence to be pronounced, which the Canon itſelf has paſſed; Fi fe | 

ö 
\ 


« and which is by that Means reach promulged upon every one, as 

„ ſoon as he comes within the Obligation of it. In other Caſes 4 | 
Man may do Things worthy of Cenſure, and yet behave bimſelf a 

% warily in them 99 the Puniſhment of the Church, for wart 
cx of legal Ewigance to convict him. But Excommunicatie Cs ligat * \ 
etiam occulta Delia. Where the Canon gives Sentence, there is 7% 4 
« 'ſeaping ; but the Conſeience of every Man becomes ob/iged by it, 

« as 1505 as ever of is ſenſible, that. he has done that which was for- 


* bidden, under the Pain of /uch an Excommunication;”\ Werde in 
4. 0 P. 2. 3 
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-+ Bat you ſeem not, wh Submiſſion, to have 


8 juſt Horror of the dreadful Sin of Perſecution, aud to 
be a liule too deeply tinged with this fanatical Spirit; 


For you. call aloud-for * the Church's $ward-to fall upott F 
cc Heretic te, as well as upon immoral Perſons And put I © 
et me in Mind, that by thatancientDiſcipline” (which-you 8 
wiſb. to ſee reſtored) © open Schiſmaticks were treated a. © 
molt as roughly as any Sort of Offenders whatſoeverF.” 0 
By Heretickt, no doubt you mean, thoſe whom vou take 8 
to be ſuch: And by open Schiſmaticks, thoſe who ate 2 
withdrawn from your Church: Theſe you wiſh to ſee if # 
roughly bandled, and to bave the Church's, Sword drawn il © 


pon tbem. But, Gop Almighty be praiſed ! We live 
juſt a Government, as is not, we hope, like 


3 Wo 
0 gratify this cruel iſo, oo ,.' 
5 Do you. not remember, Sir, that the firſt Reformers 


were counted Hereticks and open Schiſmaticks, by-the Top g 


Churchmen amongſt whom they lived? That Jag: 
XCnntsr and his Apoſtles were counted the very ſame? I * 


That our dear Brethren in France, who are nom bleeding I * 
under the Church's Sword, are moſt confidently rec 


koned ſuch, by all the Rulers and Prieſts there? But is Il © 
it fic that theſe Hereticks ſhould be thus roughly bandled? I * 
Or, is it thoſe only whom you are pleaſed to call by that I * 
Name, who merit theſe rough Meaſures ? Whenever, 6« 
Sir, you ſhall produce your Patent from Heaven, con- 


” we” 93 pew — 1 PI Rong. 3 
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ſtituting you Jvpet of Heresy, and ſhall be able auth I - 


Fitatively and infallibly to pronounce what is; and what 
is not, to be puniſhed as such, then the Church's Sword, 
will, I hope, be put into your Hands: But till zhen, Sir, 
tis much ſafer to let it remain ſbeathed ; leſt under the 
Notion of Hereticks, you fall upon and roughly handle, 

Men better than yourſelf. Tg has erer been the 
Caſe, ſince the Days of the Apoſtles, when Zecleſtiaſtickt 
have preſumed authoritatively to dfaw and uſe the 
, , Ep” webbige 
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by an open Schiſm, from a ſound Part of the 


Sir, we can ſay, and therefore ſtand juſtified by your 


actually divided the Church of England, from a: ſound 


Spirit has ever ſince too generally prevailed in it. 


our Princes; but Lord Clarendon informs us, 6 The Bi- 
6 ſhops growing jealous that the countenancing"anotber 
6 Diſcipline of 


5 epiſcopal Government,” got them ſuppreſſed. And 


jn all former Times, the Ambaſſadors and all foreign 
e Miniſters of State employ d from England, into any 
Parts where the reformed Religion was exerciſed, fte · 
« quented their Churches, and gave all poſſtble: Contite- 


% And Lord Scudamore, the laſt: ordinary Ambaſſador 


+ beſides, was careful to publiſn upon all Occaſionsby 
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Part of the. Catholic Church; and the ſame /chiſmatical 
The Dutch, Walloon, and French Churches here in = 
England, were eſtabliſhed by Charters: from ſeveral g 


the Church here by Order of State, 
would at leaſt diminiſh the Reputation: and Dignity of 


5 that this might be ſure to look like more than wayne · 
tc ceſſary.to the cv Policy of the Kingdom, whereas 


&. nance to their Profeſſion; the contrary to this was now - 
with great Induſtry: practiſed, and ſome Advertiſe- . 
i ments, if not Inſtructions, given to the Ambaſſadors 
there (Le Clerc ſays they were ordered) to forbear an 
“ extraordinary Commerce with Men of that Profeſſon. 


„ * there, not only declined going to Charenton (the Pro- 
e „ teſtant Church) but fürniſhed his own Chappel with 

r & © Wax-Candles on the Communiqn- Table, Sc. And 

- 


own. Conceſſion, That miſguided unhappy Prince 
Charles I. and his furious Primate Laud, began this fa ö! 
Schiſm, in Complaiſance to the Church of Nome, and 
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But you add, „ Tis well we can't ſay your Church 

te has ſhewn a dividing Spirit, and astualh (divided it/elf 
lic Church. 35 that, indeed, would have been an . | 
6“ anſwerable Reaſon for your difſent *.” Ves; this alſo, 


er hitnſelf, e An Relatioti to 


i jy + ane that the Church of ENGLanD looked not upon the 


4 Hagans of /FRANCE, at a Pam of 'TRER COMMUNION : 
4: which was likewiſe too much, and too induſtriouſiy 
diſeourſed at Home. Behold here, Sir, the Church 
of England, actually dividing itſelf from a ſound Part of 
the Catholic Church! For ſucb ſurely you will own: the 
brave Proteſtants in France, who have born Teſtimony to 
the Faith by ſo great and ſo glorious: a Fight of Aid. 
ons, and ſealed it with Seas of Blood. 

1 would alfo put you in Mind of anorker: Fa, that 
ſeems to have efcaped your Reading, or Memory. Upon 
the Queen of Bobemia's earneſt: Solicitation with the 
King her Brother (Charles I. Auno 1694) a-ColleQion 
was ordered throughout England, for the poor perſecut- 


ed Miniſters of the Palatinate, who were baniſhed their 


Country for their Religion. In the Brief which was 
granted for this Purpoſe, was this Clauſe: Mboſe Caſes 
are the mbre 10 he deplored, becauſe this Extremity ir fallen 
upon Them, for their Sinceriry and Conſtancy in the true Re. 
ligion, which due togetber with them 46595 39  Archbifhop 
Laud excepted apa ainſt this Clauſe, and denied that the 
Religion of the Palatine Churches was the ſame wath 
eurs,. becauſe they were Calviniſts, and their Miniſters 
kad not | Epiſcopal Ordination. Laud acquainted the 
King with his Objections. The Clauſe was ordered to 
be — and the brave unhappy Palatines were 


thus publickly diſowned by the Governors of the Church: 


who in all "rot Conſtruction, muſt be ſuppoſed 


to know and ſpeał its Senſe, and not allowed to be pro- 
N feſſors of the ſame true Religion. Thy 1 ena 


and ſchiſmatical his l! 1 


Gf the like Sobiſm was it alſo guilty, in wa Occaſions 
a Conformity Aer, which took Place in à late Reign. 


For it thereby FORBID under ſevere Penalties, all.its Mem- 
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— hag any. SM TRAY Tr, to. 
ſhip. or hold Communion, with any, of foreig 
Chatches, uch, French, &c. in Roe E Nag me, 1 
which its Liturgy. was 1 uſed. a 8 
niſter of any 0 * refarmed. Chace of Ba | 
Germany, Holland, now come into- gland, woul g | 
Coed receive them "ax. Miniſters, or admit the | as 
clate in its ph due Worlhip IL. 'preſun | 
Ee Sil 2 the would not. But 1 18 öl hi virrgalh 2 
nouncing their Communion ? Nor will you admit Ye | 
the Lay-Members of any of theft | 17 Cbutches to 
your Communion mh, Earl's Supper 1 6 _ Except, beſt 5 
what 'CnRr1sT has orlleted, they T bine 8 te 
ſome Order and Inſtitukion dr 900 FO INE Tl 
Now yout great Sing fert f hath thus e 
« Thar hieb eher, mut alfo #vide"the Church; fo 
« by that Com A Separation is made ny . 
« Parties confined; and. the other; which Sep 
e muſt zr male, by the Pürty ſo ming Chitin Ea Tai . 
& munibn.. Upon ebe whole chen, 
that y0ur\Chircb has ſhewn, and docs, e 
tal and dividing Spirit, hes actually *dibidhl eg Front 
ſound Parts of the univerſal Church. This cherefors 
you will pleaſe to rakes ms + of able. Reh De 
dur diſſent." {EG ©2360 8. Un PIG Jed At SSA 
Vo muſt excuſe b if Labink 50 roam tele 
deal too ;ſeverely a worthy: Body of Meng unf Meter 
when you repreſent them as *Porfors jm. the 
4c ful, far from being permitted to enter imd any Pup 


6c, oral Reim im to them, are not el 
7 


*#Q 


« with*thern in common Life . And tell me; T dex 
% are not duly ordained to their Office; z that theinAd 
« miniſtrations are moſt certainly irregular, an 
i. ceſſary and wanton, if note a fadtious Di eee : 
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« the primitive order. AY * theielbre 1 arg 
6 pend, at leaſt with fo much Aſſurance as is requilite t tg 
« the Peace and Acquieſcence of my Mind, that ſuch 
« Ordinances will be bleſſed to me. f —1 have weighed 
this Matter with a good deal of Attention, and upon the 
Whole am fully fatisfied, both from Scripture and Anti. 
$9! that Predhyters have a a Right to, and did from the 
Tae! Times actually ordain. There are two Things, 
amongft many others, which I beg Leave to offer to 10 
fideration upon this Point.— # 
Es That the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches 1 in. a l 
Parts, have almoſt all of them, I apprehend, mp 

or er than Preſtyterian Ordination. 
The whole pea pany. of {6 — Proceliant Churches 
of Scotland, 1 Holland, Stoitzerland, Germany, Po- 
land, Hungary, Denmark, except perhaps Sweden, Ge. 
have none but Preſbyterian. Ordination amongſt, them. 
For Luther, Calvin, Bercer,  Melanfon, Bugenbagius, Ec. 
andall the Grit Reformers and Founders of theſe: Churches, 
who ordained Miniſters amongſt. them, were themſelves 
Preſoyters-and no otber. And though in. ſome of theſe 
Churches, there are Miniſters which are called 
dents, or Biſbops, yet theſe are only prima inter Pare * 
the in among Equals ; not pretending to any 2 
of OaDbER. Having ſtbemſelues no other 2 than 
chat either Preſoyters gave them, or was given them a8 
they can convey 20 otber to thoſe they or- 
dain. I You ar a Gentleman of: two great Diſcernment 


to urge che ſtale — that this is to theſe Churches 


— 


Rn, a meer Nralbgter; who bt . could r= fe no other 
than r r N to their 3 ever fines.” alen 
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yet f 
gularity of the Miniſtration on which L attend. But, 


a 2 
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Matter not of ok: Nec " in un BY 
if they thought epiſcopal Ordination, I do not ſay nereſſi 
but even more 
the greateſt Eaſe 
Church of England, upon the leaſt Intimation of their 
Willingneſs to receive it, moſt readily” ſend them Bi. 


ops to ſupply this Defect? You know, Sir, too wel : 


its charitable Diſpoſition, and even Offers of this Kind; 


in the leaſt to ſuſpe@ it. Whatever Cenfures you pa 0 


then upon the Orders and Adminiſtrations of the Mini” 
ſters amongſt us, they equally fall upon all che reform- 
ed Churches throughout the whole Proteſtant World. 11 


0urs are an unneceſſary and wanton Departure from the 


primitive Order, beirs are the ſame. Now it gives me 


thing more demonſtrative on this Head, than I have ever. 
n, my Mind will enjoy Full Peace as to the Re? 


2. It ſeems a little ſtrange to hear you glorying oe 
vs, and conſequently over alf the foreign Churches, 


to the Matter of Orders, when theſe very OrDers in 


which you glory, you acknowledge to have derived 


ox from the Church of Rome. A Church which your. : 


ſelves, in your Homilies, confeſs to be idolatrous and ant-' 
tichriſtian, ! Not only an Harlot, as the Scripture calls 
2 eth her, but alſb a foul, filthy, old, wither'd Harlot; 

« the fouleſt and char ever was ſeen. . And that 


6 as it at pruſent is, and hath been for 900 Years, it is 
c ſo far from che Nature of the TRUE Church, that no” 


thing can be more. Note. Theſe Homilier every 
Clergyman publickly declares, and ſubſcribes with his 


Hand, that they contain a godly and wbolſem⸗ Dottrins, | 


fit to be read in Churches by Miniſteres. 


Now it is ONLY, Sir, from this filthy, wirber d. old 
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Vid. Homilies,: pag. 162, 295. „ e 00 
* 5 Haxxor, 


al or A eu n e 
immediately obtain it ? Would not the 


great Pleaſure to ſee myſelf in ſuch a Crowd of excel? 
lent and good Company. And unleſs you can offer ſome | 


1 
XY 
2 


e enen Brethren, by ad- 
and valid; whereas f 
you. reject. Hf a Prieſt, or- 

3 Ty and idolatrous Rites: of 
this ined wal and falſe Church, comes over to the 


ordained; without obliging him to paſs under s bat Cere- 
many again; But if a Miniſter of the Reform'd Churches, 
Joins bimſeif to you, you. conſider bim as but a. Layman, 
an ure eln and obli 1155 * I "_ 
ka to, you Form. How, Sir, is it Þ to 

u this 1 e Can that Church, which is 
1 Church, impart valid and true Orders ? Can 4 
thy old. Hxrlot produce any other than:a.\/purious and 


corrupt Breed? Win you reſt the Falidity and Regula · 


5000 


rity of your Adminiſtrations on your receiving the ſacer- 
tal character from the Biſhop and Popes of the R 
burch 7 . Many, if not moſt, of whom, were Men of 


from being regular and valid MiINIST ERS in the Church 


of Insus 'CyR1sT, that they were not ſo muchas regular 


or gen MNURRRs of it at all; and therefore oould not 
8 bly, duly, or, regularly  oFFiClaTe mierein ; conſe. 
quently, had. no Power, to communicate or convey Gruen 
or Offices in the CHRISTIAN Church. 
they convey d therefore, are at beſt donbtful and i api 
cious; if not abſolutely; null, irregular; and void 


So that really your own Orders, if ſtrithly-examin'd, may 


| Authority and Orders of aur Miniſters, when you know 
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Church of £ng/and; you admit him as 4 — tht 


245 corrupt and infamous Lives; Men, who were ſo. 


Ae Officer 


miniſter great Doubt and Diſquietude of Mind. 
f Charity then were . N ' "Prudence, methinks/ 
thould loudly dictate, that you ſpeak gently: as to iths 


3 in their Power ſo ſtrongly to retort. It was there- 
tore ſurely not wiſe, &, ©. ell as-extretnely. ahd. 
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G pale of Pall Gu, and e 
and — broks very good Man not 4% baus an) in | 
« mate or unneceſſary Agenden with tbem, or unt 


6 ſiarity in common Life. But Rare 'our\ Lord 


hath ſaid; are ye, when Men fball hate you," 8 SEPARATE 
you from their Comrany, and chf out your” Names" it J 
Evil, for the Son of Man's ſake:\Rejoice ye" in th Day | 
and Le Foy; nem "goa Reward in Heavin 
$f) Joerg a 
You very firenuouſly conteſt hst your 1 c ons 
& of the favourite and fundamental Principles of th 
Diſſention, namely, That” every Lay-Chriſtian bas 
4 Right to chuſe' his own Paſtor f. A Right ſo ei 
ai founded on Reaſon, Scripture, and the undoubted 
Practiſe ofthe primitive Church, and ſo generally acknow+ 
ledg'd' by all the learned of your own Communiapn;' tha 
cannot but a little wonder at the Alertneſs with which 
you make . upon it. The Churge gi uy 
the Chriſtian' People To take beed what. they bea 
to beware of: falſe Prophet. not to believe' every Spirit, but 
to try the Spirit inconteſtibly proves them to have. 
2 Right of * dement and of ' Choice,” relating to this 
Matter: And that this Ri ght, WE: Vr has given 
them, it is #heir Duty to uſe. 

When an Apoſtle was to be choſen in the Room of 
Judas the- Traitor, the whole Body of the Diſciples 9 4 
applied to on that Occaſion, Ads i. who aProINTED: 
common Suffrage, Two from their whole Number to be 
Candidates for that Office, v. 23. The Election, % 
« ſay, was evidently made by Go 9 But was it not d 
evidentiy made by tbe People alſo? If the Choice of bu 
from the Two-be-acknowledg'd to be the AQ of Gov? 
was not the Choice of theſe Two, from amongit 
whole Number, as much the Act of the People? The 


People then were adually coticern'd in that. A - | 


COTE . — —— . —— . . ann. Ac Sui 
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2»„ç„.„r “ s vi. I, fayy were but preſeited 
#. or recommended by the Btethren +.” But let the facred 
Story judge . Wherefore, Brethren LOOK: YE.OUT amongſt 
you, ſeven Men of honeſt Report: © And:the. Saying pleaſtd 
he whole Multitude, and they CHOSE regs ane _ 
c. ---- Can; Words be more expreſs? 

That Biſbops and Paſtors were elioſerd in: the cio 
Church by the Suffrage of the People, the Evidence-is 
ſo ſtrong, as greatly to try the Countenance of the Perſag 
who diſputes. Ignatius, if you will allow him genuine, 
ſays, * 1; becomes you as 3h Church of Gon to.,cuvss 4 
Biſhop. - Alexander was made Biſhop of Feruſalem, by the 
Compulſion..or Crorcs of | the Members of that Church; 
Upon the Death of Anterus, Biſhop of Rome, All the 
People' met together in the Church to chuſe a Succeſſor «++ 
and: they all-took Fabianus and placed bim in the epiſcopal 
Chair. So Cornelius; his Succeſſor, was ELECTED: by: f. 
Suffrage of - the Clergy: and Laity. Cyprian often 20 
knowledges he was made Biſhop. of | Carthage,:  Favdte 
Plebis . Popuii univerſi Suſfragio, & c.. By ibe Favour 
and Vor of all tbe People ff. And expreſſy ſays, Plebls, 
maxime habet Proteſtatem, vel eligendi dignos Sacerdotes 
vel indignos reciſandi. The chief. Power of cavsING worthy 
Miniſters, and of REJECTING the unworthy, belongs to THE 
ProE. I produce no further Evidence upon a Point 
ſo inconteſtible, but the Words of a learned Brot ber olf 
| 1 own, high enough for Church Power,. That 

the People bad Votes in the Choice Biſbops all . muſh 
$1 grant; and it can be-only dee and! our 5660 
Fou think a Man prov 


« pleads the contrary r. 710 
11e very vell hen: bis Souk 
te who" ſubmits himſelf to the Inſtruftions, and devoutly 
. attends all the Adminiſtrations of an able and ortho- 


| _ — cues —— —— 2 — * 


-* -+1hid. * Epiſt.” ad Philad. ff Vid. Conſtitut. and 
Diſcipline of rhe Primitive —_— p. 46. 7 RIPE of 
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6 er kante, by cs 

« be confeſſed, you groth cor Ling, and Bi 

«Lord: Chunteilur, Nobility, | and 
reater-:Patrons, are * competent Judges of 

« 1 — Orthodoxy ſs) 3 Clergymen, = 


of their»: Fitneſs for particular Stations, than the 


imagine yourſelf, Sir, for a Moment on the other Side 


Authority and Right to P u the People, 
ten the People are dπ w. to reetive ahd. attend the 
Paſtors they ſend; But if this be rigit in one C — 
(1 muſt again put yon in Mind) tis right alſo in 

ther; * dom can produce a Warrant, or 


other «Kinpdbms have not. 
L rr in Fance The brave Prü- 
teſtants then have raſbly and unwamamably wirhdra 
themſelves ard * „hom dhe King and B 
——— they ty to return, and 0 
to their eſtab] s and not attempt 
find —— — e thoſe aher 
Super iurn ha vs: ſblemnly Jeputed: to that Truſt.... WII 
you ſtand, Siri to this Doctrine? ene 
every Man af Right to judge for himſeff ??! 


„ has us 
to commit che Cake of his Soul as to chüuſe his £4wyer 
de or | Phyſitiany- 


with whom te intruſts is Body, 


6e provided by Governors for thoſe. who-are fich, 
2 in Chelſeaſand other Hoſpitals, whilſt-aoBody-dreauks 


„ *P ee Power, p. 


> CH * 


s 


— i: Amds 1 wi 55 
who are out 3s. 


% commm Run of Men, efpecially'ebev Valgar"$.2! But 


the Water, preaching this vholeſome Doctrine ic the 
good Protgſtants in France.” 4f Kings, Biſbops, Cc. haue | 


Charter from Heaven giving it ſach Authority, which = 
this Doctrine be * | 


To the como and juft deere bre Man 
Þ'a Right to chaſe his oœnͥ/ Paſtor, to hom 


Nor | . 
6 Thune en reply? e phyſieians in many Plages arE 


| 5 — their natural Rights fer 
due — — would you. complain, if 8 3 
nn F Nan N 
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90 * 
were fie,” you. were oBLIGED:-t0 accept — thiepable 
viſion; and — commit yourſelf to the Care of thoſe 
Gentlemen of the Faculty who oſſiciated in the Hol- 
pita), ſuppoſing 

had of their Fidelity or Skill? Or ſhould a Pbyſiciam 

provided, and eſtabliſned % Law in each Pariſh of 
this Kingdom, would you not call it an Iafri of 
your natural Right, to ye obliged to call him in (how: 
dn _ or uncapable you took him to be) and to 
your Health to his Care; eſpecially. if there 
oe av nd: another, licenſed by Authority, — you 
thought to have better Judgment, and from whoſe 
Preſcripts you had received frequent and ſignal Relief ? 
I am perſuaded in this Caſe, you would ſtrongly and 
very juſtly complain of the Reſtraint. But every Man 
y, is as capable; and has as undoubted a Right td 
Judge and to-chuſe what Miniſter to attend for the Edi> 
fication of his Soul, as what Phyſician to uſe for rhe 
Recovery of his 11 £084 4 

c No; you reply, "thee; iu Dee rene 5 in the two 
4 Caſes; your Fa 172 are your Guides and Governors, 
45 — 5 you owe Subjection in ſpiritual Things: And 
«c jt is not, I think, quite ſo reaſonable to challenge t 
«yourſelves the chuſing of theſe, as of the other who 
< have no Authority over you *.” But I beſeech you, 
good Sir, wha MDA them my Governors 3+ (Who,Gavs 
them this Rule and Authority = me? Does every gay 


et (and there are various Ways of getting, you know 
—_ fit to be here mention'd)to be inducted into a good 


Living, does he, I ask, thence forward become Go · 


VERNOR of all the Souls dwelling in his Pariſh, to whom 
they owe Subjection in ſpiritua Things? What muſt all 


te learned, the wiſe, the grave and experienced Perſons 
_ reſiding in that Pariſh, conſider the enrobed Vourn as 


Their ſpiritual Ruxxx, veſted with AuTHorITyY over them, 


| r Fr:: . P 


STRIPLING, juſt emancipated from the College, that can 


lived near it, whatever Notion 8. 


E mid p. 14. . 


a 


x 
* 
9 5 * 
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Eternity! Tes, be 


Muſt 1 believe whatever he tells me, becauſe He hath 
ſaid it; or, do whatever he commands me, becauſe He 
hath 1 es it; or, follow my ſpiritual Guide wherever. 


D 
He ſha 


happen to think he is leading me wrong, muſt I ſtill 
with the Event? Am L to deliver myſelf up entirely, 


thority ? and muſt1 ſee\.Things in Religion, only and al- 


you. pleaſe to inform me alſo, whether, as my Young. 


undertake to he judged for me hereafter. and be damned 


rects ? ---- A certain Nobleman, not half a Century ago, 


Office, he became the Governor and Guis, it - ſeems, 


dwelt within its Bonnde, they ought reverently to re- 


them; and watching for their Souls. e. But are theſe; 
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in Things pertaining to RT and to 
es, be bas AUTHORITY, vou ſay, over © 

ne, 1 owE him, ſpiritual Subjection. But how far, 

| Sir, does the Authority of my young Ruler extend? 


of all the Souls in his Pariſh, and they OW ED bim Sub- = 
even his Lordſbip himſelf who gave him the Living, had. 


hall lead me, without. conſidering, examining, and 
judging, for: myſelf, whither-the Courſe tends? And if 


obey and ſubmit to my ghoſtly DixgcToR,: and truſt Gd 
or only à little, and in Part, to his ſacerdotal Au- 


ways by the Eyes of my | Over/eer,, or ought I not 
alſo ſametimes,. at leaſt, to ſee; with; my own ?. Will 


— 


GOVRRNM ORA undertakes tu judge for me now, he will alſo 
for me too, if I happen to go aſtray, by going as be di- 


got his Huntſman inducted into a good Living; and 
Prieſthood and to the Cure of Souls, Now from the 
Time of his Inveſtiture with this new Character and 


gard Hut as their ſpiritual GOVERNOR. and Dixxcros &- 
and to ſubmit themſeſues to bim, as having the, RULE oẽỹ 


Claims to be youched, or is this, Docirine to be preached, 1 
in this Age of Liber ry and Light? Let them for the ö 5 6 1 
Honour of Cuxisriunrrv, be eternally ſuppreiſed - I. 


am forced then to return, Sir, to the Nat See ſet 5 
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* Rigbe which every 


ſot bat and tes 


Earth MasrEn, but or examine =_ judge, and chuſe 
gn himſelf. 2 


is conducted, "#gainſt which you except, I believe 
no Elections of any Kind, are tranſacted with greater 
Fairneſs and Egpuity than theſe.” And the Nature of the 
ding ſpeaks, that thus it muſt be. For ourr being Af- 
 ſemblies formed only by Conſent, and ſupported only by 
voluntary Contributions of their "Members, any oppreſ. 
five or iniquitous —— would throw them pre. 
wires into Confuſion, disband and break them up. IT 
ot Queſtion Who are the Hlectors ? And to all the 
ObjeSfons yo u raiſe on that Head---I'reply, by praying 
you to turn — Eyes, Sir, to a Britiſb Parliament, or 
to an Engliſh Condocntion, and tell me, who are tbe Elec- 
= And how is the Choice conducted? But if both the 
arliament and Convocation, notwithſtanding the enor- 
mous Diſproportion and Inequality of the Electors, be 
yet accounted and gloried in as the ReekesenTartIve of 
the Nation; and you compliment yotir Fellow Britons 
77 their invalunbie Privilege in being ruled by Laws of 
own making, and in paying no Taxes, but what 


themſelves by their Repreſentatives, have conſented 10 
levy. Your Exceptions to our Elections will be pre · 


ſently withdrawn, and you will till give us leave to giory 


Man has, in Things of Religion; to call no Man upon 


to the Made „ Gen Otdee wh ode MIA 


ky = = a DO 5”.eAAD Dm yo PaNMF*= 
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as poſſeſſing this ancient undoubted Right of the Chri- 


ſtian Church. an | 1 64 ite Bains d. eig 1993 

But tis Time, Sir, har 1 tow!yetede your Patience 
and Attention, having ſtrained;'I'feary both 0'their'ut- 
moſt Extent. There are" many other Parts of your 
Letters as liable to remark, as choſe I have taken Notice 
of, bot! would hot be tedious. J. might have expoſtu · 
lated with you largely on your reading, ab Parts of your 
publick Worſhip, the fabulous and groſs Legenus of BU 


above all, 
the 


— ⁵˙ MU LEST CHmAMARD OT ROC eSaSC! 


more inexplicable ſtil; For what i thete in r ALTA 


40557) 5 


the magical Romande of receiving a fair Virgin: from 


lachant ments of her inferna / Lover, and oonjuring awaß 


the-amorous Devil Afmodeus, by the Fumes ef a Fine 


Liver Is it for the Honour of the CMiſ(ian Name, 


think you, Sir, to have ſuch ſpurious and idol Tales read 
ſolemnly in our Churches (if ſelemniy they can be read) 
and made Parts of our publick Worſhip? MV. 
Unbeliever think, when preſent at ſuch Worſhip? When 


SCRIPTURES, but commanded to be read ag usb ia tha 
Order of the Common Prayer! Will it not heighten 


his Contempt of the Credulity of Believers, and eſtabliſh 


his Prejudices againſt the Hiſtory, the Miracles, and 


Doctrines of 8 CHalsr 2—— r I 1 n 3 123.0 fs 
I might alſo. have asked you, Sir, to what Orienta 


Derry you pay your Devoirs, when from the Norehy - 


the South; the Weſt, the Worſhippers in yeur Chureꝶ 
on certain. ſolemn Occaſions, turn reverentlꝝ towards 
the: EAsr, and make their peculiar Honours? To when; 


Sir, Ibeſeech you, are theſe peculiar Honours paid? N 
ſurely to the immenſe, omnipreſent Ino be is an 
INFINITE Spirit, you know, alike preſent. in all Places 


not more confined to one Quarter of the Heavens 
than to another: Io repreſent him as being ſo, in 
diſnonour and offend him, te detract from the Glory 


af bis Immenſity or Omnipreſence, and to give Men ver 


falſe and unworthy. Notions of Gon. This worſhiping 


_ towards:the Es r, is not, I think, ordered by any C; 
of your Church, which is now generally received; but 


'tis (if I miſtake not) its common and provailing-Pracn 


tice. I ſhould be glad to be ihformed, fer aſſure you = 
Sir, T-am quite ignorant, hat Shadow of Ground, either 
from Reaſon or Scripture, you can: pelfibly, ptetend fon 
Superſtition, for ſdeb/ jo muſt allow 
me at preſent. to think it. If you ſay, Ihe Worſhip id 


this unaccountable 
paid toward. the ALTAR, this ſcems-to- make the Matter 


r 
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94 
10 make it a proper 1 I religious Veneraion 2 
Indeed, whilſt the Breaden GoD was upon it, the People 
who believed it to be the very Body of Cnkisr, did well 
to pay their Homage to it: But now that Ipol. is taken 
thence, I cannot for my Life perceive, what Shadow 
of Divinity Proteſtants ſee in the ALTAR, that they ſhould 
give it religious Honours. | 
As much, Sir, am I ata Loſs, when endeavouring to 
| reconcile to Reaſon and good Senſe, another of your 
additional Beauties and Sylendors of public Worſhip, viz. 
at the Name of Is us. As for that 7 JEW! e of the 
= Philip. ii. 10. That at the Name of JESUS every 
te ſball bow the learned Men of your Church, I 
—— univerſally diſclaim it, as in the leaſt authorizing 
br r injoining this Practice. Vour great Dr. Nichols * vin- 
dieates your Church from ſuch an uncouth and ridiculous 
Abuſe of this Text, and affirms, that it is not once menti- 
oned in any of your eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, as to this Mat- 
ter, and adds, that you are not so DULL as to think, that 
250% Words can be rigorouſly applied to this Purpoſe. But 
ibis Text be acknowledged not in the leaſt to autho- 
rize or require this Ad of Worſhip, what Shadow of Ar- 
gument, Sir, can you poſſibly bring, e either from Reaſon 
or Scripture, which ſhall ſo much as ſeem to ſupport 
it? Why then does your Church command (Canon 
XVIII.) that when in Time of divine Service the LORD 
JESUS /ball be mentioned, duly and lowly Reverence ſball 
be done by all Perſons preſent ? Ts not this, Sir, by your 
own Confeſſion, an Att of Vill Worſbip, a Command-' 
ment, an Invention of Men, not in the leaſt founded upon 
| the Authority and Will of Go | 
But why, Sir, muſt: this ] Nene: be nun 


the Name of: TESUS, and not at the Name of CHRIST, 


d dhe Name IMMANUEL, JEHOVAH, or G05 


* there not in all theſe, ſomething at leaſt as venerable 


—— — . — ————.————— 
Defence, &c. Part II. p. 319. | 
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and worthy of peculiar Honours; indeed ſomethin. © 7] 
nuch more ſo, than there is in the Name of JESUS ;\_ 4 & - i 
Name not at all peculiar to our bleſſed Saviour, but Wien 


* 


was common to him with a great many other Men? ? 


of IESUS, why: 
nf at leaſt in 


) 


that, upon an impartial. Rev 


1 ſince had the Honour of being calle 5 { ; 
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96 
* and tate whe 1. That not many 2105 
2 noble are called f le not the Witneſſes j 
14 to prophery, chathed in Sackbloath F, rilt — 
mifed "Times o refreſhing come from the Ap 
of CnkisT ? 18 Kg the yvxe Apoſtolic Copa 
"true Spouſe of ChRisr, repreſented in the Revielas 
Fon as a Woman driven into the Wilderneſs J, il e. in al 
| ied and forſaken State; whilſt the corrupt ung 
mic hriſtian Church (the apoſtate Chureh ef — 1 
Tareffed and enriched' by the Kings of the Earch 
#litterng in all the Pomp and Splendor of this Wort, 
wantohing in Luxury, Power, and "Wealth 7 
TRUTH need the Charms of earthly Grandeur os 
eommend it, ox the Force of civil. Power to . 
to eſtabliſ it ? Was it thus the bleſſed G08 Na 
at firſt pr 4 made its Way, a prevailed over 
Mthe Earth? No, worldly Grandeur ang Powet hav! 
generally, you well Know, ir, i not e b 
remely tnjurious to it; have enervated, Lolffwetech 
under Pretence of improving, have Fc corrupted 
and de red it, and have robbed it © narioe — 
ty, and Glory, and Stren 23 An * K 
* 1 Digmttes and Preferments, Mit 
Lordthips and large Revennes, have a*might 
Fo Ff een Sir, to baſs an pervert ie ind, 
ches after T 'heſe are SOME ANG 
_— 4} 0D of 1 Urn uſes, to dato the Mind 
"tot. ; but you know they Are the Means, which "ths 
8 roar ExzZu v is _ to ſe, to ace the Mind from it 
*Tis therefore; 1 pprehend, St, ne Frefum tion gt el 
m Favour of. Ay th, thavitſhines(with al Ar 
of worldly Leh and Wealth. "This the proph 
 BVeriptures Mes Beatty .deſcribe as the Site of the fa 
Thumb, whillt the tus Phurch'of JESUS CHRIST 


5 


DE r yy BO ©! ener ee 


” ©, wy 8 


. -- NN bY FACS. 2 e 22 7 - 


3 I Mat. Kyi. 24. f 1 Cor. i. 26. J Rev. x3: 3 


"ps A — ad "IDK. * 4 . 18. #17.” 


1 


* cn, oo © 


* 8 
8 2 
4 
2 
0 4 . = 4 
IO 6 
a ; PLE 
7 f 
1 ＋ 
. : : va 
” 
* 
- 


ied 4 Pct 2 . 1 5 ten Te 
old it is . "bas Trifh Till 15 10 


Ae 


170 — it Hall be the 
e THz Kineon, - 
Let not the bn | thy 1 nrert 
— pon 10 78 a ben ors 4 ra 
| ny mongſt us. 
aha), 200 1105 4 ph Palig 
ralh 51 Beem e the; l ing Son 
150 And then tc 
15 15 7"and! Nama th ack with” uſb 1 b. 
Lac er, Lord, and Zing 5 bt; 
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1 ddt "of anſcience towards Hi = 
[ |; Pare om Hens 5 8 ſt out an 
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5 1 nom. one Fit, by en vou very etl 
26 remember, that che Antroverſy, etwixt us depe 
. +, "abſolutely and entirely upon the Deciion 212 this Ang 
Pont. Is there any OFHER Lawgiver or King in * 
5 1 of God, to deff Authority 14 Command 
1 ings of of i u 8, are bound to 760 
IF P77 B Jesvs Custer Or 1 is there not 7 1 
there be 2 Lawgiver, beſides JESUS CHRIST, ns 
other King, no other Authority to whoſe 9 71 in Point 
2 Doctrine, and to whoſe. In 7 90 in, Point of Wor: 
ſhip, CarisT1aNs are, obliged, . ht to. / ſubmit... 
en the Diſſenters, in every Wa Judgments will 
be, muſt be, juſtified : [Then they ac z then they 
- ought. to be rend, "and will EX rewarded f 
Aber 8 0 and firmly to the ON on deb 
urch: And for 8 Ben 
9 1 any other Power; and for Ref uling Tr boa 
to nn of any other Lawgiver ; and the, De- 
ol ot any ot ber Judge; - who Lach made other rips 
w Faith, pong Terms of Communion, other Ri 
— 540 and above thoſe which CE 
ports mY rate the cafe lf any nr | 
pretend to" make Laws, and preſeribe Rules. of Action 
do the People of theſe Realms, and ſhall exact Obedi- 
one to "bi e from he, Subjects vin. King 
ezorge ; Tas oes not our Allegiance to 50 
NETS, 3 ib, require and get to ma 1 9 
Proteſt Again "any ſuch. Laws, and to. dune Dh 
dence ro chem ? But is not che Church, 4 Province 17 


E 
« ay 


De err 


Wien CHRIST alone is King, as much as theft e Reale, 
mie che Daminians only of "Rink George ? If any 

Potentate then ſhall riſe i up. in Church, and ſhall {8 6-5 \ 

3 3 and n e Conſciences of CHRISTIAN 

2 * ee 40 60 Dinge of Faith, to. reg: 

What. Hz bath not decreed; and Th aibh as to MF 
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batk not appointed 31 Sik you, 
legtance' to — your 0 
oblige you to enter your Prote CEN upd. on 3 
ez, and to refuſe your. Obedience to” it Yap 2 „ 
This, Sir, 1 repeat it, becauſe T ct y Fram — 
your peculiar Attention do it, is the eſſential and i 
portant Point upon which the Controyerſy betwixt _ 
entirely turns. If you can prove, that chere is anothiy 
Lawgiver, another Judge, "another Kidg in tbe Church, 
brſudes Ixsvs Cnnis 7, t whoſe-Authoricy we are to fab» 
mit in Things of Religion; and that the Ting and Pare : 
liament of - theſe” Roalths! are this Lawgiver, and "this © 
jon 3 you will then at once gain*your Point; and 
that ſingle Blow you will entirely overthrow the 
Heming ISereſt and Churches. We will immediat * 
Gch, Wo Converts'; ; and flock into the e 4 
nenn fry Bora; 11 A 4 
But if you ou cannot prove this Polar; vou en yield + 
the Cauſe to us; you then, in effect, owh us juſtified © 
before the World" and you leave us to induſge che 1 
er and reviving Hope of being acknowledy's by® 
ur great Lawgiver, at his Return into the World, as. 
bl loyal and obedient Subjects; of being advanced 1 
peruliar Honours and Dignities in his Kingdom, as we. 5 
have here ſuffer'd on Account of dur Duty and AI. 
giance to him 3 and of receiving from dur Ic before 
Angels and Men, that Sentence of Applauſe . Hell" 1 
_ GOOD: and FAITHFUL Servants, enter ye into 4 a pO 
of your Lv. * 
I have only to add, Sir, chat this ehe cr. That 
Cnnkisr is the only Lawgiver and King in his Church; 
and that n Man; no Body of. Men upon Earth have. 1 
any Authority to make Laws, or to preſcribe Things 
in A ay which ſhall- oblige the Conſciences of his 
Sabjects ; is the grand, the only Principle, upon which 
tlie 175% che Pi 1 and the Peace of the . 
Church can 9 Tale * Wits and. * ä 


let in endleſs Diſcords" 92 . into it; You 
ſplit it into Parties: You, make CHRISTIANITY: one 
Thing, in one Country. ; a quite | xr in 3 
In England you make it Wear an Epiſcopal, Form: 
Scatland, a I 6 : In France, a. 7 12 In Dn: 
mark, .a Lutheran; In Druſſia, a Calviniſt 
Grecian, 75 Lol gh theſe Tung io be 00 7 Is 
Chats r divided? the Unity of his one * 
8 7 theſe be gong aſto : 
lic. Chriſtianity "at: ther, are either of them ſo ..- 
When the 2 of this World take upon chem authori- 
tatively to interpret and preſeribe in Things of — 
which are CnxTLSsT's Kingdom and a8 8 1 they. act 
beyond their Sphere: They invade hrone of 
anather Prince: The certain . of which is 
Confuſions, Separations; the. Unity, of the Church is, 
broken, the Rights of Chriſtians violated, a Gate open'd; 
for innumerable Superſtitions and Inventions to enter, 
and mingle with the pure Doctrines of CHRISr; and I 
Deer. neceſſarily flow Schiſms, Emulations, Contents. 5 
and every eil. Work. - 


1 beſgech Jou, Sr, by the Mercies of Cons 105 * * 
the Hanaur a Chriſtianity ; and by the Allegiance you Il 


owe, Jour only. Lamgiper Ixsus Cn TsT, to weigh theſe: 10 
Things in an impartial and unbiaſsd Mind. May his be 
Spirit, 45 Teh 70 > betwixt us upon the Point, and 0 
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Ar above N etz kent t to the Pick Ie N 
Defence, &c. was advertiſed ;. its n ch, 
 ſtaid, till Thad ſeen what Occaſion it might. give 
eber to retract or ſupport what was offer d in my 


is conſider'd therein: And with Airs quite ſutahle — | 


to underſtand, that your takiog, any Notice of chis/Perfora 
mance is to be conſider'd ag a Condeſcenſion to whighy 
70 were not obliged, and which 1 had no Right w em 

& from 25 But, pray recollect: What was. celan 
— 910 De and Purport of your Letters? Was it wor“? 
to refuie ihe great, and orc Objections of the Diſſentarsp> 
and to. bring me. at 10 your Church? But upon reading 
your TR 8 you had ſcarce touch upon thei - 
principal. Re ng yon kept me from your Churehd; 


nd ſet,;jtan its 
yon to be my Inſtructor in this Affair; had Vnota Righy ]. 
7 my Difficulty: before you; and to demand your S024 
lution of ii? What, — 1 confine: myſelf} to b H,“ 
which you had ſeen fit to cok up for the BeH 
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Leiter. You ſeem moved at its pretending to be an Ani 5 
wer to jor three Letters, when ſo. {mall a Part. of. themy CE 


Cauſe you are pleading, ecclgſiaſtical Autbarity; give ne 
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Was it not then my Part to ſtate the Objection to yauys - i; 5 4 1 
full Light ? As angſt d, you had taken on 
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Jun 0 underſtand, that! ar. your plain and full Auf. 
Wer to the ſeveral Objections again! , Jour ur e Fab, | 
\ 
5 bet you kney them to be of great Weight with Dif 
| N er. dextrouſly avoided bringing into the De- 


* 09. it juſtthes the Separation, by proving it a ſevere. 


ders from the Church for not declaring and ſubſeribing 
Dis unfeigned A Gent and Conſent, &c. which began the 


ey in Matters of Faith you have nothing, you 
1 do with *.” Bur this, you know, your harch claims 
da much as a Piotr to make Ceremonies ; and againſt this 


| ther." When you declare therefore you have nothing iq | 


But then, is it not extremely hard that your Church 
mould ſta inflexibly. maintain its Claim to this: Authority: 
Should force its Clergy to ſubſcribe and acknowledge © 


1 r | 


[\x08! JP „ 
en Nenbings, f a which Jou are mot obliged © 
Glow # Ver e inge! e 
e therefore I now put in my Chin „Str, aud! 


preſented in the above Letter: 


o this you are moſt clearly and indiſpenſibly 7 

Wige by the Province you have taken on you. If I fi 
there be any Parts of the Liturgy indefenſible and ab- ä 
ſurd, this (1.) Condemns your own ConrormiTY, who 
not only declare, but ſolemnly ſubſcribe your unfeigned, 
int and Conſent to ALL and Evexy THING contained 1 
and preſcribed by the Book of Common Prayer, &c. A 


cruel Thing to caſt out above 2000 of our Minif, 


ation. | 
This being premiſed, we come to the Po int of Churh | 
Ae upon which the Controverſy Zara. Here 
- F obſerve, with pleaſure, that you are for mutilatjn 125 

your*'XXth Article, ridding your Hands of one 
and holding only to the other. The Church's F 
ay, 0 


Part of its Claim I as much excepted as againſt the o- 


40 with it, you mean, if I take you right, you will not 
Pretend to undertake its Defence. This to be ſure is 
wiſe: No Man upon Earth being hl” to defend it. 


«4 J. a 
E Defence, f. 18. . 
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* Di ters „ e © Are in d 
Emoluments, 22 which, you ſay, they: e — 7 
partly for refuſing cheirfolemn Subſcription to Td „ = 
reaſonable. a Claim? 1. Toes 
e By the Gorch power 10 decree e and Cars 2 
6 monies; is meant, 4 Right in the Paſtors and Govers — 
cc Þ N to e ie doint 5 Tbiggs , 
« ſo as to Make it, or the Duty gf. the x 
eee ee e 
fully 1 ſay, whom you . by 10 10 5 Þ 7 1 
ſtors. an Governors ; bok, From other allages {-itcis/es - #| 
vident you wean de n 22 2 for 45 i 
Magi / nix ou declare, bas no ſuch Paweratallt,, N r, 
Las That t che Clergy have no Power nor:Auchorigg.ab 
all of this, kind over the Laity, I prayed: SIE, \alb 
doubt Tom . Expreſs! Command, of Sate Lam 
giver... T=% & 
YOUR | MASI 
ie 8 The Pino. of 
over them, 
ch | have yo W in 
ard. Nou ja 48 ue ſtand e de 5 
8 . "TE without one Text of. Seripture to: uppen 
65 Authority of the Clergy over the {znity, you gan 55 
„0 treat it as a Thing ne ahh allowed Ae 
7% 8 oy in raiſing; a pompous. Structure upon the 
Is 0 00 ſay: as to the Kiſs; of Charity ids, = 
is we 8000 above, p. 62. Shouſd even this bens? 
> | lowd 0 a merely ety and: prudential Alis : 
% aw. Ni by no. Means eſtabliſh the Authority you 
NO Paſtors. and Governors athe Otdem, en 
"i cs apa pointments of thoſe Times being iby;ther * © 
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vernbr f abſolutely contradiets the Arlichr cen 
Pb che XN Art! Ams it | ned uc: "So the 
| Inmnogately «pc may, Bride; Yee rely deflhe 
ite Sys Enegen, biz 4 rain o 
7 Mini where be part Meng F God ir Proc A. 4 
0 the whole Body of ehe Huth ful then bs har 
rade ot bettet Coreinohies, if any 'ſuehj tfrerecb 
belengzs: -es de $64! pfefume; Sr, — eg 
ſom dem and we deſe h iis Vic ebe ey? Add, 
Fee 757 of he Pa Pot 
Ae bones, * fn the People's" Divy, on Wes 
| boom ere: Ihe Word: drdinirily; feenis 115 A 
Walz Mit te darken che Peigt; * Er 1 4100 
0 Which, 19x atrtdit when yon 
E-:- Hs ot Sr 'dy I 2 ” Bow al 
whow tc is, be w woche d 
cee ease te "hr 1 2 
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Conſequence. of that Ju 3; and to withdraw from 
thoſe Churches where ſuch Ceremonies are injoin d as 
they think foppiſh and vain; and to join themſelves to 
others, where they think the Worſhip: of God perform d 
in a more ſcriptural and proper Manner. So then, the 
ſolemn Parade of Church Authority turns out a meer Sha 
dow. Tis an Authority to command, which no ane 
js under Obligation to obey. This Power of mating 
Ceremonies muſt be either limited or unlimited: If it hs 
not limitted (which you ſeem to diſavow) Pray l what 
is it limits ? What preſcribes its Bounds beyond which it 
ſhall not paſs ? If the Church has Power to ordain ue 
Ceremonies, why not ten? And if ten, why not more? 
Who ſhall pretend to ſay how far it may go? 
Vour Illuſtration as to the King's In junctions, &c. 
will not reach the Caſe; becauſe the Conſtitution and 
Laws of England empowers the King to make ſuch In- 
junctions: But you have not yet proved, and I preſume; 
never will prove, that the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian: 
heh empowers its Paſtors to decree. Ceremonies) and 
ltes. "a 3 þ ; fk 1. er DIG e e Ig 2 | 
.' You ask + ---- Where does the Church pretend 7; 
« be: alone the proper Fudge,” or where diſallow private 
f Chriſtians to judge for themſelves in theſe Matters? 
I will tell you, Sir, in its XXXIVth Article, which de- 
crees, that whoſoever tbro hit PRIVATE; JUDGMENT, will 
ingly and purpoſely dot h openly break the Traditions and Ces; 
remonies of the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word 
of Gon, and be ordain d by common Aurbority, ought to be 


* 
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I rebuked openly ( that others may fear to do the lite) as be 
2 | that Mfendeth againſt the common Order F .the Church, ant Þ 
OB turteth the AutnorITY of the MaGiSTRATE, Priuste Judg- 
> i ment, you ſee, is here:forbid:to oppoſe the common Order; __ 
b of the Church, and the Authority of the Magiſtrates s: 
, 45 
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and when it preſumes ſo to do, is to be e 
punifhed- far. it. rt. ß r i 
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Slippers and Staff, Knocking on the'Bri 
. Crofling ngs; Geſticulation, Sprivklings with holy Water, 


& you ſay, and groundleſs-: 
e name'one who was ever gain'd by it.“ FV. . I will 


Cass 


ler The e Churchcof France, I 80 Church of 1 


« yu knowledge, to be as much poſſeſſed of this 
% Power' as the Church of England: But it does not 
follow: that becauſe they have a Power to decres 
Kiter, that they may therefore decree Fopperies and 
ce Superſtitions . . Bur by what Mark, 1: pray, do 
vou diſtinguiſn betwixt Rites and Fopperies ; . betwixt 


_ Ceremonies and Superſtitions'? The Conſecrating of 


Ground in the Church of England is a Rite, but the Con» 
ſecrating of Water in the Church of France is a Foppery. --» 
The Prieſt's figning the baptiſed Infant with the Sign: 
of the Croſs, in Token that it ſhall confeſs a crucified 


Chriſt, is a ſignificant Rite: Bur his putting his Finger 


into his Ear, in Token that it ſhall hear the Word of 


Go; or Salt upon its Tongue, in Token that its Speech 


ſhall be ſeaſon'd with Salt, are intollerable Fopperies. 
The Bowings to the Altar, bowing at the Name of Jeſus, 


Eneeling at the Communion, Sponſors, Surplice, Hoods, 


Lawn' Sleeves, and every thing of this kind uſed in the 
Church of England, are edifying and decent Ceremonies, 


ef clear Signiſication and indiſputable ed. But the 
Elevations, 


Ee. practiſed in the Church of Rome, are ridiculous 


Superſtitions: ---- How happy to have Governors thus. 


ſpiritually gifted ;* 5 able to ane betwixt Things 
that differ! 


„ My Neben that by the meer Contafiions of. 
t your AX Article Thouſands of Proſelytes have 


been gain'd from you to the Church of Rome, is raſh, 
Nor do you believe I can 


| give you two Inſtances almoſt equal to a thouſand. 
The firſt ſhall be the renowned Cbhilling worth, who was 
| gain d to the Church of, Rome, chiefly by this Argu- 
5 . —— —— . — ͥ RRw2æœ 2 2 r 
* 11. FA: 11. * Deb. P. 15. 
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— vis. The Nets] 1 720 n elke mur Fades! 3 
Controverſies 1: NR is but a different 9 4 
for the Authority of the Church in Matters F Faiths Now 
if this Argument was ſe plauſible as to vanquiſh, and 
lead capiive ſo great a Maſtèr of Revs Iultitudes 
of weaker Minds have, no doubt, fallen by its Force. 
The other ſhall, be King James Il, of whom Biſhop 
Burnet ſays, he gave me this Account of the Change of 


on. bis Religion. b All due Care was taken to form him 8 


tea ſtnect Adherenee to the Church : Amongſt other 
su | © Things much was ſaid of che Aprouity of the Church, 
ed | * and of the Tradition from the:Apotlles in; ſupport. of 
er 6. Epiſcopacy. So when he came to obſerve that 
of ic there was more Reaſon to ſubmit. to the Catbolie 
ch ce Church, 
„ Traditions might be taken on her Word, as well as 
I Epiſcopacy was received among us, he tho't the Step 
« was not great, but that it was very reaſonable to go 
60 over to the Church of Rome Fo, 22 bow: danger» —_ 

wy: And how 2 


of d Worbunp ppeſeribed in —— Common 55 
! ſtrongly oppoſed by every B̃iſbop in be Kin, 
che Convocation then ſitting, were ſo far irom. 
1 en 5 2. — rpc e _—_ py 7 


; + Vid. Life of Chillingworth, p. 2. + Burngt's 
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Wy: band in i that wh An to the parliament 
ſeveral Propoſitions in oder of Popery, directly con: 


krary to the Proceedings of the Parliament? The Ci. 


vil Magiſtrate, you affirm, bas no Power at all, nor Au- 
thority in theſe Matters.“ They are the Paſtors and G0. 
vernors of the Church, in whom alone it is lodged. But 
þehold, theſe Paſtors and Governors were zealous for 
the old Religion ! They argued; voted, petitioned ſtre: 
nuoufly for it, and againſt the Reformation.” The Re. 
formation then, upon your Prineiples, is built upon 4 
wrong Bottom : Was cartied on, not in Concurrence 
With, but in avow'd Oppoſition" to, all the Authority yo 
the Nation. low juſtly might J here return your o 

ungenerous Compliment, It war great Raſhneſs (too great 
in Conſcience) if indeed it war not TRRAARHER V and PLAY- 
m Booty, ro ſet the Proteſtant Cauſe upon ſo ſandy 4 
Foundation. ** Your Principles, if digeſted into propet 


Form, will ſtand thus.- --< The Church hath Power 


et and Authority to decree Ceremonies and Rites: But 
by the Church, obſerve, I underſtand, not the King 
% and Parliament, not the Civil Magiſtrate, who have 
© no Power at all relating to theſe Matters; but the 
% Biſbops only and Clergy, who are appointed and called 
4e of Gop to be its Paſtors and Governors: But remeni: 
„ ber, my Countrymen, the Common-Prayer, and 
. Forms of Worſhip now eſtabliſhed and uſed amongſt 
you, were introduced inte this Church, not by tht 
« Authority, no, nor yet by the Conſent of the Paſtort 
* and Governors whom' Gop Had ſet over it, but in 
direct Oppoſitien to them. It was a Change brought 
about entirely by the Civil Magiſtrate,/who had no 
% Authority to effect it. It was therefore really no 
tt other than an eccleſiaſtical Rebellion, an unjuſtifi able 
* Revolt from the only rightful Rulers and Governors 
ee of the Church in its ſpiritual Concerns. - 
+ This, Sir, J apprehend, is the plain Tendeney of 
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« in maintaining . their | ſinful 


„Church; and no body 


and important e pee 1 belie va nüt 
out, yea in Oppoſition to, the Biſbops » and»(Conwaration,  Þ} 
which deeræed the preſent Form and Mortlipsof vον itt 


Being, Birth, and Support; by affirming: that: they - 
pots hon kno] K 
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your Principles; 


Fils as to contradict them again, by —— AY 


« if Church Governors will not ' come into ſuch\Reformation, 
« as is according ito God's Word, But ob/tinately> panſtus is 
Errors and 'Corruptions,, the 
c People may reform themſelves:? . But this 9 
overthrows your whole: Scheme of Chun -Huthboritgy 


makes the People the ſapreme and ultimate Judges a8 


Points of Faith, and -Rites\of»Worſhipazþrings itlown 
the Decrees'of the moſt numerous and yay holy: Counts _ 
cils, | Convocations, and Synods, to ſtand iat the Bar ak 
very Man's private Judgment; and veſts him wich A 
thority to receive or reject them, as, to bimſelf ſha 
ſeem fit. So powerful ſis Truth, which will prevailcd 
But your Potitions as to the Civil Magiſtrate, deſęrvs 


a more diſtin& and accurate Conſideration: Wen- 


© no Power at all to decree Rites in divine Worſhip i 
„This Power is not in the King and Parliament; for 
4 in this very Article (XX.) which, together e 
it reſt, is confirmed by Act of Parliament: ( | 


40 12.) and thereby made a Part of our ci 


Conſtitution, they have plainly owned it oe 


they meant themſelves. | The King and: Parliament 
then have plainly diſowned any ſuch Powet in them. 
ſelves, and have recognized it to be in the Chung 

T his, Sir; is a Doctrine, which may be of:davge 
foutitled 
in Truth Den hh en 3 .4rn/enid gn 
1. As cwas the Queen and "Parliaintuiglote: with 


Church, and to their Authority alone itt owes its 


ry 
had no Power nor Aucharity: 993 this N 
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imagines; that by the Churen 
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ory nd — Qutih of Eaglon at 
_ and lay + rea a in the Duſt: : And. 
. 1 King and Parliament by acknoaled Ling 
this Power to be in tie Church, have not diſclaimed itz 
nor put it out of their own; Hands, is inconteſtible 
hence; that they have at the ſame Time expreſſy told 
vou, what they mean by the ae ch the 3 

aud Clergy; but the: Congregation of the Faithful; 

which Congregation themſelues ate not only a — 
the principal and ruling Part : And accordingly; our Laws 
und Conſtitution have veſted the ſupreme Power of pres 
ſeribing Ceremonies and Rites only in them. I ask 
ou ·L By. what Authority do the Rubricks of the Come 
on Prayer, bind the Clergy to Obedience; or whenct 
iv it, they are obliged to obſerve the Rites and Forms 
pre ſeribed in that Book 7 Is it not entirely by the Au- 
thetity and Act of Parliament 2 As for the Paſtors and 
Governors to whom you appropriate this Authority, the 
Biſnhops and Clergy, they have no Power by our Cons 
ſtitution to) make one ſingle Law, to decree one Rite; 
hot to prſcribe one Ceremony: When aſſembled in Com 
vocation; they are abſolutely under the Controul and 
— of the Civil Power. Even the very Subs 
i jects of their Enquiry and Debate, as well as the Ex 


_ tent of:their urs pak Hana in Point of Obligation, are 


4. preſcribed by! Statut Lam, that they cannot ſo-mucit 
t attempt any Canons or Conſtitutions, withaut a 
_ B&[Royal:Licence z-atid that none of their Ordinarices 
7 are binding, even againſt the private Cuſtoms of a 
single Pariſh. “ How is it * you affirm, the King 
and'Parlidmens to babe diſowned any ſuch Power in them- 
Jive and to Bube recognized it — in the Church ? Butz 
y129. Ihe Point is if poſſible; ſtill rendered more cleat 
the XXXIVeh Article above cited; wich fays 
If any Men through wat hin Judgment, openly breaks ib 
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+. was making this Puſh at the Church of "Englaud,. I 5 


or THE. 2 — —— rn Aube of the Magiſtrate: 
then, is indiſputably concerned in ordaining. theſe Gere 
monies : And your Church, Sir, however Joath you are 
to hear it, is undoubtedly a Harliamentary and Civil Con- 
ſtitution; made, formed, ſupported entirely by the 
Civil Magiſtrate, and by him alone it i is capable of being | 
thrown into a new Form. 6 

But you ask, „Are not the Diſſenting Churches in | 
« the ſame Senſe Parliamentary? Do they not depend 
« entirely upon an Act of Parliament, the Att of To- 
« leration. f“ No; the Diſſenting Churches were for. 
med, ſubſiſted, and grew without and before, any. Parlia® 
mentary Authority. We are thankful to the excellent 
and good Government under which we live, for the Ac 
of Toldration:. But would humbly beg Leave to ſay, 
we derive -not- our Power to aſſemble for divine Wor- 
ſhip, nor our Miniſters theirs to officiate in ſueh Aſſems 


blies, from any human Law, but from our natural" Right — _ 


as Men, and from the Authority of CHAIsr. The Ach 


of Toleration only proteaſes in the Enjoyment of th 


Right. Ju r 0 
But above all Things wt ants. that whilt 1 


c did not reflect how much 1 laid my ſelf open : For if 
there was ever upon Earth g.Church, which could prov : 
« peng be called: Parliamentary, it was the Presbyterian- 


in the Time of the grand Rebellin. 9 What you = 
call the grand Rebellion, Sir, a Britiſh Hovss. or C dd, 


ſince the Reſtoration, call a Findication of their jusT Lis © 
BERTIES:; and brought one of their Members, Lethaly 

upon his Knees at the Bar, and there ſharply: repri | 
3 him, for preſuming to reflect upon it in h 
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| 4 have Gone. *- Belides, if Fe wos d gra 
. — and Reproach of it falls chiefly. 
upon the-Oborch of England; the Parhiament Slide 
n it, confiſting almeſt entirely of Members of that 
>mmunion," as Lord Clarendon >himfelF; owns: : 
hat if the Procbyrerial Church eſtabliſhed afterward 75 
them was truly 8 how have I laid my 
en Had I ſaid or ſuggeſted any Thing at all re 2 | 
to * Church or 1 roceedings of theſe N "Times ? Not 
a ſingle Word; but for ought. I had ſaid; it appears not 
hut 1 as muChy condemn that Elabliſbment as your ſelf. | * 
How then have J laid 'myſelf open ! Are you, Sir, the 
Gentleman that reproves me for: Ramblings ? © © 
NVou put the Caſe 5, “ that any of. our Diſſenting 
Churches, or the Church of Scot land, ſhould by an 
r Act of the general Aſfembly ordain, that a decent 
& © Baſonz: with: clean Water ſhould be provided, and 
placed near the Pulpit, that ſo the Miniſter taking the 
4 Child in his Arms, may eonveniently pour or ſprin« 
„ kle Water upon its Face, in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Sc. Here are feveral Rites ordained; which 
$:Chriſt.in his Wiſdom did not think proper to.ordaith; 
and one of them at leaſt as exceptionable as any- 
© excepted againſt i in our Church, Sprinkling---- What 
& Will this Gentleman ſay: ro ſach an Appointment ?“ 
T will ſay, Sir, that if Compliance with this Injunction 
be made a neceſſary Term of receiving Baptiſm in that 
Church (as the Croſs and Spomſors are made neceſſary in 
_ yours) ſous chat no Child ſhall be baptized that is not 
kled from ſuch Baſon; and the Parent that deſires 
to have his Child dipt (believing that to be the only 
Way in which Chriſtian-Baptiſm ought to be · admini- 
| fred): hall not have it done; in that Caſe, Sir; I will 
ay the Church acts a tyrannical, unjuſt, ſehiſmatical 
Fart; and if J could have my ee e in any 
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Laws of God indiſpen | 
the Perſan you mention, perhaps be properly ſaid ta havs 


| 4 Rn 155 25 ; : x 
Scriptural Plan, I ſhould think it my Duty to apply to 0 


q a? 


it on that Occaſion. +. The Spirit of Ceremony:m we 
and Church Tyranny, is of a | reſtleſs and incroaching 
Nature, and ought timely to be eruſhed. Twas from 
ſuch little Beginnings, the Maſs of Romiſh Fopperies grem _ 


„„ The natural Rights.you repreſent ſame of our Fel. 

% low ſubjects as ſubmitting to be deprived of hy diſe 

« qualifying Laws, without going about to turn the Nun 

*« upſide down for their Repeal, are vaſtly, tos mn. 

vial, to be compared with, thoſe of which Diſſenters are 

deprived ; nor are, they diſqualified as to theſe, 88 

the Account of Conſcience; and Religion (the hard Caſe 

of Diſſenters) for aGing paws think the Authority and 
n 
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a nat 7 Right, to ſuſtain at the ſame Timetwodifferen . 
Characters, and to execute two Offices which are gens 
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Can theſe ſpiritual Fathers in their Conſciencts, 
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my not communieating be forgot doo uber If. in ho wi 
break me off iro, mg nor in the y 1Hi- 
on in the latter, is pet this & Keese fthe chie 
and moſt intefefting Parti your Lettefs 4 And di 
not Juſtice to your Argument demand, | if you's Soul 
har given it, * proper Reply ? 
„ I growin m1 hey mpdifh, you cc complin, with 
. « dur Peo le o at all ee by 
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4 will not be de Fate“ is to me quite new, and fur. 


© paſſes' my Comprehenſion. I chought it enter d ef: 


_ entially into the Idea of a Church, that it is a Society 


* of VoLunTiEss A Company join'd together in cer- 


7 rain Acts and Profeſſions by common.CoNsENT,” And 


that withour, much leſs againſt, bis own AN 
aud Conſent, no Man could with any Truth be ſtile 
a Member 


tendom may be ſaid to owe Jeſus Chriſt Obedience and 
Submiſſion, with infinitely greater Reaſon. than all the 
People of England can be ſaid to owe it to the Church; 


but does it therefore follow, that they are all de Jure, 


if they will not be de Facto, rxuz Members of the Church 
of Chriſt ? What, thoſe who openly renounce Chriſt, 
declare him to be an Impoſter, and utterly diſavow Obe- 


_ dience and Subjection to him, can ſuch, with any Truth 


or Propriety, be tiled true Members of his Church! 


Strange Divinity indeed ! Chriſt's Church then, inſtead. 
of a Congregation of faithful Perſons, may now be defined 
a. Society of impious Blaſphemers, of Infidels and pro- 


phane Perſons, who neither fear Gop, nor believe in 


true Members of his Church. If this indeed be right, 


then with ſome Pretence it may be ſaid; that thoſe who 
openly renounce and diſclaim the Church of England, 
and declare they will not live in any Subjection to ĩt, may 


yet be confider'd as true Members of it. 


[ owe Allegiance to the King of England, becauſe I' 
receive Protection from him, and enjoy innumerable 


civil Bleſſings by means of his Government, under which 


I Conſent to live. But it does not hence follow, that 


I owe SubjeQion to the Church of England, (as you ar- 


3 nor Advanta 
751 


r of any Church. All Perſons living in Chrii- 


22 „3600 oe 


Jeſus Chriſt ; theſe all may be declared and treated as 


gue, pag. 29.) from whom 1 receive no Protection, en. 
Benefit nor Advantage, and in Communion with | 
ich I by no means onen to live.” Consewr, Sir, is 
_ indiſpetiſibly and eſſentially neceffary to form the Re- 

Lation betwirxt Paſtors and People? And without this 


Conſent no Church in any Chriſtian or ſcriptaral Seve . _ 


can poſſibly be formed,  Diſſenters therefore, can with - | 
no . | 


cations of them is really a Caſting ſuch out, . as never 
were in it: So the Miracle ſtill remains. 
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1 gn When you had ſeen ic deelared tg 
at. Que. Communicanis were AT LZ 70 
þ thx * Pos unn! vides 
if. this deſerves an ingenuous Bluſh, 1: "ok [ 
Frey to bluſh with you,. Fer baving ſaid that, Chri 
«© and his Apoſtles, without all r ſat ar 
« e Table, » when every Body knows, who g od, any 
2 Thing; at all, that they ufed the recumbing Poſture, 
* which is no more Sitting than it is Kneeling . f.. 
1 my Aſſertion cannot be ſupported by indiſputable 
Authority, I have a Bluſk at your Command, Sir. Les 
my Vouchers: be heard. St. Matthew *. ſays, he SAT, 
Dow with the Twelve--- And as they were eating, Jasv3 
took Bread and bleſſed.it.. St. Mark F, As tbey sar and 
dd cat, Jesvs tak: Bread, &c. St. Luke 4, When by 
How was come; be sar Down, and the twelve Apoſtles. 
Aim: And be took the Bread and gave Thanks, wr" am 
now to be corrected for . Chriſt and his Apoſ· 
tles as $1TTING ardttid-the Table, the V eight. of the 


Stroke will fall entirely upon the Scriptures 3 under 


which Paronage I am. ſafe. 1 make no Manner of 
Doubt, Sir, but the Foſture was fitting, though with the. 

Body, perhaps, alittle leaning or reclin d. | Nor would 
ohr Language afford our Tranſlators any better, or in · 


Hay, he yau render it-»-Ar they REGUMB'D 
ald. eat en why 
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thy oh . 123 
the recumbing then 
knew not! at All 3, for, be ſays: 


n the uſual Table-Geſture; jor. lying 
to 
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us, . the Poſtiire was, allt TO rg eln 
Elbow on the Table. 2 


England, of the regal Supremacy, and of the Proct 
ings of the Convoeation in the Affair of Mr. Wh 1/8 
ou call Miſrepreſentations t; but T obſerve "you 75 
rudent as not to offer” a fingle Word in k Proo '& th ir 
| being ſuch. | FL 1 5 
Vour repreſenting me as having af 


great Zedl for , „ 
aniſm, and being fond of theſe new Notions tt, for which. 
1 had given nor the leaſt real Occaſion, is an' Artifies © 
fo low, that you muſt give me Leave to look down wittt 
great Pity upon it; not doubting but I have aft Adpo⸗ 
ente and In Aven er in your Breaſt. © EY 5 
There is fomerdi we truly exttgordivary in yout af: 
firming---* That the ne Clauſes of he Mbana⸗ 
| © ſian Creed may be as ſafely ſubſcribed,” without any 
« explanatory Declaration, as the holy Seriprurer ; ar 
« ſeaſt ſych Paſſages, as He that believeth nor hall % 
« damned He that believerh not the Son, [Ball not . 
« Life, but the Wrath of GOD abiderh on hm #, &< 
As much as to ſay, You may as confidently affec"tothe 
Fes wy of a weak and falldie Man, concerning the 
oy State of Multitudes of bis Fellow Men, as tg, 
en of the omniſcient and infa! le Goo: hog. ] 5 
05 thus, becauſe Gon hath fixed me Terms for 3. 
Man's Entrance 'into Life, therefore 1 take! up: 
on him to deviſe and fix otberr. Or thus, becauſe 
cher had Anthority to pronounee, ard * whe 
received nor the" Goſpel” which be pr | 
finally be faved, therefore, de r be was ity, x 
Compiler had Authority to pronopyce, 5 9 
1 — the Creed' 1 1 had ma a 
eternal Life, but on ver/aftin Puri ns 
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For asking, Whether you were amongſt the weak 
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4 and uncharitable Minds, who damn to the Pit of Hell, 


4 all who cannot receive all the dark and myſterious 


« Points ſer forth in the Atbanaſian Creed. For does not 
that Creed moſt peremptorily pronounce this Damnation on 
all ſuch ? Are not you a zealous Advocate and Admirer 


| of that Creed? Do you not yourſelf thirteen 'Fimes a 


Year, in the Preſence and Church of Gop, and as his 
Miniſter and Ambaſſador, declare ſolemnly to the Peo- 


| * whoever does not keep WHOLE and UNDEFILED the 


aith therein delivered, be ſball wrrnour DowsT 15 iſh 


 everlaſtingly ? Where then is the Wrong of my asking, 


Whether you are amongſt the uncharitable Perſons ?. Ge. 


Far if you are ſincere in its Uſe, and do really believe 


What you ſolemnly tell the People, when you read to 
them that Creed, I cannot ſee but 2” muſt be conrent 


to bereckoned in that Number. For how to reconcile 


à ſolemn Declaration dra > certain Perſons, that 


WiTHoUT, DOUBT they periſh everlaſtingly, with Hopes of 


their Salvation, is to me quite incomprehenſible. .-: - ., 


The Subſcriptions, of our Miniſters, with the Pro- 
teſtation they made againſt the damnatory Clauſes, can 
with no Truth, I apprebend, be called a Froteſpatio 


ene Fattum, nor a ſubſcribing Affen: to the Truth. 
of certain Propoſitions, at the ſame Time declaring 
* they do not aſſent to ir.” For it really amounted 


to no more than this I believe the Articles of this 


1 Creed, and think it agreeable to the Word of Gop, 
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made by themſelves; I freely own, Sir, I cannot Joſs 
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ere publickly declare, I do not conſider the 
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- my. Aſſent to them. As for the | Subſcrip- 
tion of our preſent Miniſters, if it be not done under 


a Claim of che Benefit of this Proteſtation made by 
their Predeceſſors, or with ſome ſuch Proteſtation 


Tabor T | 
<< damnat 


- 


* 


n f. rr * 
4 by De . P. 41. 
. — 7 . : * s 4 13 . : 
. Wan 
3 n. . +, 


ve, L apps 


SW 4s 
| n - £4 
| Chn 

. *. 


- 
* 7 
* * . p 
a : 4 * 
4 1 9 P po © 
. 7 MY : 8 J 91 1 
)... ͤů᷑⅛ꝛnv e . Q—%¾ v 


bates: l are @ Fince a around th * wick 
can poſſibly. keep none but virtuous an bone Pere, 2 
but never can keep one Hypocrite, ohe Hertie or We 
Man, from entering into it. 1 wiſh the Caſe you men =. 
may not be extremely common, viz. Fraudulent and in. 

Subſcriptions, and the co 
they who uſe them do not 7 
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T Times a. Vear, though wiſhing they were well rid of it 
mnatory Clauſe of d this Creed excluded the Subſcription by # 


ſenting Miniſters 
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_ ChjeQions to the Order and Practice of the Church of England, "wh | 
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